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L £ T T S It XXIX, 

May 16, 17—% 

jTH'E moment I was informed of Mr. Quin's re- 
turn to town, I waited on him to apologize for the 
•unpardonable negleft I had been guilty of, in leaving 
England without paying my refpeSs to him. I found 
at his apartments Sir George (fince Lord) Lyttehon, 
Thomfon, Mallet, and Smollett. As I had been 
already introduced to thofe gentlemen, and was upon 
a footing of intimacy with them, I was not forry at 
their being prefent upon the occafion. Having fa- 
luted him, I aflured him that I was happy in the op- 
portunity of clearing myfelf of the error I had com- 
mitted, before his friends, who had honoured mc 
with their notice upon his account. I acknowledged 
VOL. II. B ^ \.V\xV 
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that appearances were againft me ; yet, though they 
were but appearances, I dreaded his ccnfure for tthem, 
more than that of the whole world. I conjured him, 
at the fame time, to acquit m^ of the fin of ingrati- 
tude, which, though he may have judged me guilty 
of, my heart was utterly incapable of. 

Whether fincerlty fpoke in my eyes, and pleaded 
my caufe for me, I cannot fay ; but he immediately 
gave mfi a kifs of reconciliation; faying, after he 
liad done fo, " My dear girl, I was hurt at your con- 
••* tempt and inattention, as I fincerely had your wcl- 
-** fare at heart.\' Notwithftanding this feeming cor* 
-diality gave me pleafure, the word had, on which he 
J aid an emphaCs, alarmed my fears, and prevented 
xny being fo happy as I fliould otherwife havis been. 
The gentlemen in company were all glad to fee me, 
cfpecially Thomfon, who enquired for his relation 
and my friend, Mrs. Jackfon. But I could give him 
jio Information, as (he had retired into the country, 
and all my attempts to find her out had been ineffec- 
tual. Mr. Quin advifed me to make my appearance 
in Belvidera. And as I had not a doubt of fucceed- 
ing in any charafter I undertook, it was equal to mc 
•'what was fixed on. 

Upon our fettling in lodgings, Mifs 0*Hara, Lord 
Tyrawley'seldeli daughter, who by fome means or 
lather Lad difubliged bis Lordfhip, caine to live witk 

us. 



Cr A* > E L t A Mr. I 

Itf. This ^ircumftance was very agreeable to me, as 
w^ll as to Hiy mother. She in particular was pleafccj 
with it. For as ftie Was now entirely engroffed by 
her meditations, which were ufually employed on two 
tiifferent fubjefts, namely her favourite Mr. Crump, 
and the approach of a more agreeable figure called 
J>eath^ flbe was glad I had a companion in whofc 
Friendfhip fiie could rely, and who would forward 
her wifli ; that of uniting me to Mr. Crump. One 
Jay my mother being more than ufually importunate 
on this fubje£):, I was {q difpleafcd at the odiojiis to- 
pic, that I anfwered with great warmth, ** I wi/h, 
** Madam, yxy\x would marry him yourfelf, I can 
^* have no objeftion to him for 2i father'in4aw\ but 
** have a moll infuperable one to him for a hit/band,^'* 
My afperity feemed to grieve my mother much more 
than it had ever done before. A few months, how- 
ever, declared her motives, and made her unhappy 
the reft of her days. 

Mrs. Woffington played the firft night with her 
ufual tclat^ in the charafter of Sir Henry Wildare ; 
in which ihe was elleemed fo very excellent, that 
fome years before, it was the fupport of the theatre 
for the whole feafon, Mrs. Ward foon followed. 
Her beautiful face and novelty mfuied her applaufc 
at her firft appearance. But her fituation, as well as 
her figure, being againft her, (he did not conclude 
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the part of Cordelia with any degree 6f credit.« Mr» 
Garrick flood unrivalled in Lear; but as Mrs, 
Ward's afting did not tend much to the fupport of 
the piece, it was not repeated. The great veteran 
Quln had not made any of Shakefpeare*s charafters 
liis ftudy, except that of FalflafF, in which he was 
iifimitable, and that of Henry VIII. in which he 
like wife excelled. 

Though Mr. Quin appeared to be reconciled to 
ine, I found, to my forrow, that he did not treat mc 
with that confpicuous tendernefs and regard he had 
formerly fhewn me. His behaviour to me then, as 
I h^ve already obferved, was more like that of a fond 
father towards His darling child, than of a mere 
well-wifher. I was now invited but feldom to thofe 
envied parties, which at once flattered my vanity, 
and enlightened my underflanding. And although I 
had at this ' time many more admirers, he difconti- 
nued to favour me with his advice and cordial re- 
gard. 

Notwithf^anding a timid apprehenfive modefly.it 
icmiTiendable in the younger part of the fair fex, yet 
this amiable virtue might be carried to a detrimental 
extreme. A coirfcioufnefs of reftitude, even where 
Appearances are greaty againft them, will fupport the 
innocent under the mod difcoura^ing cenfures;^and 
itdtonly fupport under them, but iiiraulate to a due 

■exertion 
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exertion of every means in their po^V^er, towaid* 
their vindication. — Bold in the purity of my indenti- 
ons, and confcious that I had not offended, e\-en in 
thought, againft the facred laws of chaflity, though 
carried off by the contrivance of an <^vowed admirer, 
I fliould have contemned tlie fneers of the prude, the 
exultations of the coquette, the pity, of the feeming 
tjiriuouSy and the cenfures of the whole world. By 
fo doing I Giould probably have foon been able to 
vindicate my conduft to my friends, and have re- 
covered the character I had'fo undefervedlylofl:.— 
As the noxious dews of the night are: exhaled by the 
earliefl rays of the fun, fo would the fcandal with 
which I was Jpaded have been quickly difperfed by 
tke difcriminating beams of ttuth^ But unhappily a 
falie deKcacy prompted me to fly frpm, inftead'of 
repelling, the cafual adttack ; and by.it, among other 
inconveniences aiid misfortunes, I loft the favouc 
and afieftiGn.of this worlhieft of men. ^ 

At length I was foon announeed-to bring up tlie 
rear of our theatrical forces in the charafler of Bel- 
videra. When,, to my great furprize, inftead cff the 
crowded houfe I had flattered myfelf with playing 
to, it was far from full. This was the more morti- 
fying, as it was unexpefted. My own reception in- 
deed, was as warm as it had ever been; but ftill I 
was diflatisfied. At the conclufion of the -piecej 

B 3 however,. 
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however^ Mr. Town, whom I have already 'takt!m 
notice of, hearing another piece given out for the 
following evening, cried out,. " The fame! th# 
•* fame J" The auHience joined, as ufual, in the cry j 
and by this^ eventual ftroke, th^ fame play, " Venice 
** Pre£er\ed," was performed, for four fucceflivi 
nights, to crowded houfes ; and continued one of ou» 
ynoR. drawing performances, to the conclulion 6f the 
feafon. 

At this period it was cuKbrnary to play *« Tamer* 
hne" on the 4th of Noveifaber. That day drei^ 
Hear ; and neither Mrs. Wofiingtoii nor myfelf hafl 
been fpoken to, relative to it. We were the more 
furprifed at this (ilence, as > Mr. Quin was rejiiited 
to be the beft Bajazet that ever trod the ftage. Onb 
eveningi before the piece then performing was con^ 
ithided, he fent to the green-iy>oni, defiring to fpeak 
#ith me in liis drefling-room. I immediately rofis 
from my feat,- 'and Went to the d^or; but hearing 
Voices within, I Aopped for fome time, left I ihould 
shterrupt bufinefs, 6t b,e one too many. As I ftood^ 
IdiAin^Hy heard the Fo?t fay, (for Volpone was then 
exhibiting) •* Why, my Lord, we have Woflingtoa 
** at the receipt of cuAom, and who bids mote!— ^ 
«* Ward, flatter than a half-baked pan^cake— and 
** little BeUamy as cold as ice, anid as conceited aa 
f Ae devil/* ^ 

Haring 



Having beard this fine euldgiiim, I waited till the 
Iaugh> which .was partly at my ejipence, had fub^ 
fided^ and then made my appearance. I found, onj 
my entrance, Loild Orfbrd, and Thomfou, who conv 
ftantly attefnd^d his friend Quin, a(nd who had 
brought 3henft<>Jie, fo much admired for his pafto- 
rals, to make, his^ bow. As fopn as Mr. Quin faW 
mc, he thus, acjcofted me: " My dear girl, I have a 
•* favour to beg of you, and defire yoU will not deny 
•• me,*' I injlantly replied, "You can make but 
•• one requeft, Mr. Quin, relative to the theatre, 
** which I can refufe you; and I begyou will nol 
** g^ve me £q fpnfible a pain, as that of not being* 
** able to acquiefce in et/ery requeft of yours." He 
returned, with a frown, " It is what you point at^ 
*♦ and you had belter corapFy with a good grace, for 
^ youjhall and mujl do it." 

: Thi« threat, as riiy difpofition is not framed to 
bear compulfion, nettled me ib much, that, with the 
5ur of queen Catherine, I faid, " I revere. you, fir,. 
" as a father, and efteem you as a friend ; but if 
*• your requeft relates td Tamerlane, I muft tell you^ 
•• ihat littU Bellamy has too muck conceit to playt 
" Selima to Jiich a half-baked pan-cakt a j Ward.'* 
My affumed confequence fo highly diverted the 
toriipany, that good humour was immediately it^ 
fiored ; and they joint 1 in vdMtg Quin, that, ia 

B 1 order 



order to have To amiable and fpirited a daugfyer, h^ 
muft comply with my wifties, and rake the beaiitifilt 
Woffington to wife, Mr. Quin was fo pleafcd at this^ 
well-timed retort, wherein I retaliated with fuch 
promptitude his fevere defcription ^ and he was at 
the fame time fo charmed with my fpirit, having^ 
hitherto thought me too placid, that he reftored tne» 
from that moment, to his fevour, and I prcfided the 
fame night at fopper, as ufual. 

When I found myfelf perfeftly^ re-cftabliflied in 
Mr. Quin's favour, I ehquired of him the reafon he 
had treated me with fo much coolnefs, after he had 
aflured me of his being reconciled to me, and was 
well convinced of my innocence and lincerity ? He 
informed me, that my indifcretion in leaving a Lon- 
don theatre, after I had received fo many marks of 
peculiar diftinflion from the public, defefvcd the 
fevereft reprobation. He added, that whoever had 
been my advifer upon the occafion was not my 
friend. As I had every reafon to conclude myfelf 
the favourite child of the public, he faid, they would 
certainly have cherifhed me; and it was treating 
them, as well as myfelf and him, ill, to defdrt them. 
That I could not avoid obferving the difference of 
my prefent fituation, and it would be a confiderable 
time before I recovered the height from which I had 
fallen. Tl at he felt the difappointmcnt far more 

than 
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dian I did, as he had fet his heart upon my rivalling' 
the women at the other houfe. 

All the company prefent appeared to be of the 
£une opinion. And as Mr. Quin's obferi-ations 
feemed to cany conviSion with them, I perceived 
that I had been very imprudent in taking fuch a flep 
without his aflent. I went home, more oppreffedf 
by his friendfhip than I had been unhappy through 
his difpleafure. And I from that moment formed ar 
refolution to atone for my part indifcretion, by ap- 
plying, with unremitted ardour, to the duties of my 
profefBon, and to confuU my newly -recovered mo* 
nitor, upon every concern of tlie lead imi^ortance. 

Before I conclude this letter, I mull inform you 
of the dire event which happened in confequehce of 
my playing Selima. Mr. Lee; who performed the 
charaQer of Axalla, approaching witli too much vio- 
lence to embrace me, and not being attentive to the 
pofition of his fword, which he held in his hand^ 
the point of it ran into the comer of my right eye; 
It is ufual for the performers to v/GditJbi/s upon the 
ftage ; but by fome miftake or other, that whicli Mr. 
Lee then ufed was a fword. The wound did not 
indeed prove to be a dangerous one ; but Mr. Town^ 
of whom I have frequently made mention, obferving 
the accident, and apprehending that the confequences. 
of it would be worfe than they really were, he or- 

^ B 4 dereA 
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fkred, in a pereniptoiy raanneT, the curtain ta bir 
dropped, and the piece to be concluded. 

Mr» Lee's name bringing it to my remembrance^ 
] muft relate an incident lo you that happened fome 
years after. Upon the demife of the late Princefs of 
WateSy I was applied to to fpeaL a monody whicb 
had been written upon the occafion, in conjun^onr 
with that gentleman, at Carlifle-Houie^ then undel^ 
the dire£lion of Mrs. Cornellys* 

With this requeft I complied, and made cverf 
needful preparation for fulfilling the duty I had un« 
dertaken, with all the powers I was mifireft of. But 
alas ! when the trying hour approached, I found, to 
my very great mortification, that my feelings totall}^ 
bereaved me of thofe powers. The occafioi) re* 
\ived in my mind^ in fuch flrong colours, the par* 
tiality her Royal Highnels had formerly honoured, 
me with, and the lofs the public had fuilained by tho 
death of fo valuable a perfonage, that I was unabl« 
to go through the melancholy talk,. 

G. A. B. 
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JL H E next charader I appeared m was that of 
Athensds, in " Theodofius." I had no fooner come 
upon the ftage, on the night of its perfonnance^ 
than the firft objed: that prefented itfelf to my view 
\ras Lord Byron, who had placed himfelf in the 
fiage-box. The tremor I was thrown into, by fee- 
ing a perfon fo near who had been the caufe of fa 
much difquietude to me^ entirely deprived me of all 
my powers, and I ftood for fome time motionlefs«^ 
Mr. Rich and his family, obferving from their box: 
that I fuddenly turned pale, which was eafily dif- 
cemible from my complexion being ufually too flo* - 
rid, he came immediately behind the fcenes to en« 
quire the reafon of it. His Lordihip had, by this- 
time quitted his fea^, and placed himfelf againR one 
of the fide fcenes, ks fight of the audience. Mr,. 
Rich,^ having let himfelf in by a private door from 
the box paffage, of which he always had a key^ 
foimd his Lordihip in this fituation, and was nor 
longer at a lofs to account for my trepidation. 

As Lord Byron knew that our proprietor had in 
his youtl^ul days been a man of gallantry, he ac- 
coiled him with an aiTured look, and faid, " Well,. 
f* Rich; I am come to take away your Athenias!'* 

B. & Such 
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Such a falutation could not fail to give offence to a 
perfoji who had always treated me as a daughter, 
end who poffefled no little fhare of perfonal cou- 
rage, united with an humane difpofition. He ac- 
cordingly reproved his Lordfliip, for avowing a de- 
fign of fo unjuftifiable a nature, fo inconfiflent with 
humanity and the laws of fociety, and confequentljr 
fo much beneath the dignity of a peer. He at the 
fame time remonflrated with his Lordfliip on the 
cruelty of coming to alarm a young perfon, who 
had never given him any room to fuppofe (be ap- 
proved of his paflion, and who could not but be ap- 
prehenfivefrom his Lordfliip's prefent conduft. Mr^ 
Rich then faid, in a refolute tone, " I defire, my 
Lord, that you will qi:it the fcenes, for I cannot 
ftand tamely by, and fee my performers infulted." 
His Lordfliip hot chufing to refent this oppofition 
from the manager, fo as to make a' ferious affair of 
it, very pnidently retired to his feat in the ftage- 
fbox, meditating revenge. But be was no fooner 
fcated there, than the audience, who generally en- 
gage on the fide that humanity p9ints out, took the 
<ilarm, and obliged his Lordfliip to retire from thence 
to the front boxes ; in the back part of which he 
, concealed himfelf from further infult, 

Mr. Quin riot playing that night, he was not at 
the theatre ; but the next evening he was informed 

of 
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of the terror I had undergone. Mr. Thomfon, wha 
had heard of it likewife, came to the houfe. As 
this gentleman paffed near the back of the ftage, he 
heard two perfons in converfation, one of whoni 
faid to the other, " I will fpeak to her to night, or 

" I will (hoot my -." The remainder of the 

fentence Mr. Thomfon could not catch, but from 
the former part of it he concluded, that it could be 
no other than Lord Byron, thus uttering his defignt 
in confidence to a friend ; and who, in revenge for 
the difgrace he had undergone the preceding nighty 
had determined to carry me off, 

Mr. Thomfon immediately acquainted Mr. Quin 
with the difcourfe he had been witnefs to, who adopt- 
ed the fame opinion. Accordingly the latter fent to 
me during the performance, and defired to fpeak 
with me as foon as my part was finiftied. His cha- 
rafter having concluded in the fourth aft, I found 
him undreft. The moment he faw me, he addreffed 
me in a precipitate manner to the following purpofe : 
*' Madam, we muft have no chairing it to-night. 
^* You muft go home under my arm." You may 
be affured I was not a little frightened. But, upon 
his further affuring me that I fhould be fafely ef- 
corted, and that he would fend for his fupper to my 
lodgings, where Mr. Thomfon was to make one of 
the party, my fears fubfided. . 



14 THEtlflOF 

When I was undrefled, Mr. Quia oidered ntf: 
cbair to be brought from the fiage-door in BoW'^ 
ihreet, with all the curtains drawn, into the pafTage, 
that it might be fuppofed I was aftually in it ; whilA 
we went through the houfe, and by way of the piaz* 
zas, into Taviftock-ftreet, where my mother and 
myfelf then lodged. We confequently go^ home 
before the chair could reach our houfer When the 
fellows arrived, they informed us that they haci beeo 
Hopped on the way by a man muffled up in a great 
coat. That at firft they a£Fe3ed to be unwilfing ta 
fet down their fare; but upon the perfon's being 
peremptory, they obeyed his orders. He then lifted 
up the top of the chair, and threw fomething into tt^ 
fwearing at the fame time, that if the anfwer was not 
favourable, he was determined to deftrby himfelf. 
Having faid this, he put the lid down» and ordered 
them to carry the lady home. 

Our curiofity being excited by this account, Mn 
Quin ordered the letter^ which had been thrown inta 
the chair, to be taken out. Whilft this was doing^. 
one of the fellows faid, he was fure the poor gentle* 
man meant no harm to Mifs,^ as he was one of the 
beft men in the world. He added, that he had de* 
Cvered me a letter from him fome time ago; but I 
was fo angry that he never durft venture to give me 
another, « And pray who is that gentleman ?"^ faid 
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Mr. Quiiu '* Why, Sir," replied tfar cBuroiaiir 
«* It is his honour Mr. BuBock." The letter being- 
hy this time brought, Mr. Quin defired he might be 
permitted to read it. It was much againft my incli«» 
nation that it Ihoald be opened, as I had already re- 
ceived (b many from the fame perfon, that I had 
fbnned a refolution to fend back his epiftles in fu« 
ture as they came. The letter, however, was read^ 
and the contents found to breathe nothing but love 
and madnefs. The inditer of it was a young gentle* 
man of good expe3ations, being heir to a confide* 
fable eflate. He was educated at Cambridge, and. 
had not yet left college. His perfon was remark^ 
ably handfome, but the violeiKe of his behavi* 
our terrified inflead of engaging me» Mr. Quin,, 
who was well acquainted with his father, put the 
letter into his pocket, and promifed to bring the 
young man to reafom. 

We had juft fat down to fupper, when a waiter 
came from the Bedford-Head Tavern, with a letter 
dire3ed for me. Here I cannot avoid Hopping a. 
minute to trouble you with ^.noxh^r Jbliloquy. I think 
that word is futt as applicable to a moral reflexion 
when written alone, as when fpoken alone ; at leall: 
I ihail ufe it upon this occafion, as I cannot juil now 
ind another more expreffive ; and beg a truce with 
jouE ciiticijQQf— But to come to this fame fdiloquy* 

_Tc^ 
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— ^To what continual foHcitations are females in the 
theatrical line^ whofe perfons or abilities render them- 
confpicuoqs, expofed ! They go through an ordeal 
almofl equally hazardous to that ufed of old as a teft 
of chaftity. The matu reft judgment and firmeft re- . 
folution are required, to enable them to fteer aright^ 
And is this to be expeSed from frail fair ones, hood- 
winked by youth, inexperience, vanity, and all the 
fofter padions ? Infiead of wondering that fo many 
of thofe who tread the flage yield to the temptations 
by which they are furrounded, it is rather a matter 
of amazement that all do not. Continually befieged 
by perfons of the higheft rank, who are praBiftd in 
the arts of feduftion, and impowered by their afflu- 
ence to carry the moft expenfiv^ and alluring of tliefe • 
into execution, it is next to impoffible that the for- 
Irefs fhould be impregnable*^ — Fortunate is it for 
many who pride themfelves in their untried virtuci 
that their lot is caft in a lefs hazardous ftate. 

We had juft fat down to fupper, as I faid before, 
when a waiter came from the Bedford-Head, with a 
letter direfted for me. The fervant indifcreetly took 
it in ; which fo (hocked my mother's delicacy, that 
I had alraoft faid Ihe made herfelf ridiculous. I 
could not refrain from telling lier, that it was not 
poffible for me to be contaminated by the imperti- 
flkence of a mian that mull be inebrited,. or he would 

not 
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Aot.Tjave taken' fucli ah unwarrantable liberty. Nor 
could the houfe from whence ft came give her juft" 
caufe for ofTence; as Woodifield's, though fitiiated 
in Covent-Garden, was honoured with parties of 
the bell charafter, ladies as well as gentlemen. 

Upon opening the fcrawt, we found it came fronr 
Lord Byron ; who, though he was lately married to 
one of tne beft and lovelielt of lier fex, rhade me 
therein an offer of a feitlemenf. HisLordfiiip con- 
eluded with wearing,^ tfiat if I did not confent to hi» 
propofaf, he would' purfue in€ 'till I took flielter in- 
another's arms. As foon as Mr. ^ui» had read* 
the letter, he called for pen and ink, and fent the 
following aywej?-4©«-its^^i" -Lieutenatit O'Hara's 
** compliments to Lord Byron, and if he ever dares 
•' to infult his fiHer again, it {hall not be either his* 
•* title or cowardice that fhall preferve him fronx 
^ chaftifement;*^' This fortunate impfomiitu-' of Mr,- 
QuinV fo fri^h,te!ied his Lordfliip, that the .wai^r 
came foon after to let us know he was gone. And 
we found that this valiant nobleman a£hial]y fet off 
the next raomihg for Nottinghamfhine. Nor have I 
ever firke been troiibled with his attacks. Lady By- 
ron, fome time ifter, came to my benefit,' and ho- 
noured me with liiarks of. her genefofi^ i- which were 
tlie more pleating to me, as they iikewLfe afforded a 
proof of the liberality of! her fcntimerits* 1 She was 

poffeffed 
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pofleffed of, beauty in a great degree, degaitt^ is 
form to an extreme, a placid difpofition, with a 
large fortune; butrhad the misfortune to be allured 
by a face and a title, which has fince made her,^ by 
all reports, mifcrablcj. . 

Cpuld you have formed any, conception that there 
had been men of his Lordfhip*s call? of thofe who 
break their. marriage v^qvfs Jo foon after they have 
been made; 'ere they had well reached Heaven** 
portals? Yet fuch you fee there arc;. But from 
fuch faife ones may Hymen preferve you and every 
other wprthy wonwu 

L 1 T T 2 k XXXI. 

June 5th, 17—* 

After bemg delivered frbnl tlit appreh^ofion^ 
Lord Byf^nhaiA occafioned^ I fhou^t ityfelf pefi 
fcftly happy. I was, however,, doomed to fuftaih' 
frefh unbappinefs froni another quaiiter; and that wa^" 
from my niother's Irifli friend Mr. Crump^ inwhofe 
favour {he .wks conflantty teiztng me.^ Tbey had 
caxtried. on a correfpondcncc tpgethec evei^ fmte we 
came from Irelahd« But that I did: riot wonder at^ 
as myi mother had met wkh ^reat fuccefa in the pr6-* 
feffion he had advifed her tb eng^iri^ a^d (he bad 

occafioa 
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6ccafioir frequently to fehd bim over cotauhiflions fot 
lineni^^ 

As I always made it a point never to read a letter 
belonging to another, a/en if ppen^.tikctming it a 
breach of the itiofl facred . of thifis, ' many of hiis. 
#piflles to her layicar^lefsly fcattered about, witliowC 
my ever looking into, one of them. An accident^ 
however, foon happened, which obiigcd me, con* 
trary to my refohitions, to infpeS the lafl Qie te^ 
ceived from him. 

Mr. Quih, thinkihg that the force of the cbm^^ 
pany lay in comedy^ he introduced me iilto ever;^ 
psiece which contained a charafler fui£ed to tny figure 
and age. As he was excellent in the Double Dealer^ 
aiid Hrs. Wbfflngton was well received in Lady 
Tpuchwobdi I had an opportunity of shearing in 
Lady Frdth.;! a cfaarslfler which would afford ample 
room for the exertion of my fancy and humour. I 
accordingly pcrfbrincd it, andr met with better fuccefs 
than I had reafon to hope, as it was a part the iiii^ 
mitable Clive had been long in pofieflion of. 

; Whether the applaufe Iliad received, or the briU 
Kalwsyof mydfefs, orforae other taufe, occafioned 
k^ I know riot ; but I was elevated by art uncommon 
tlow of fpifits <m' the firft night of ita.^ performances 
Thus cheerful, as I fat in the gr^ecn-nxnn^ wha 
ib<Hdd enter it but Mr. Montgomery, finte Sut 

George 
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Gcox^e Metham, whom I have already mentioned' 
as an admirer of mine. The unexpefted fight of 
that gentleman greatly furprifed me; and' without 
confidermg Kow prepofterons fnch a ftep might ap- 
pear to the reft of the performers, I found myfelf in- 
yolantarily led by fome impulfe, to which I had tilt 
^owbeen a'ftranger, to get up to- receive him as he 
approached me. Such a mark of diftinftion could 
not pafs unnoticed by him^ and he feemed to receive 
it with inexpreflible tranfport. 

. .Nor did it pafs unotfervcd by Mrs* Woffingtbnr 
The tender refpeft he fliewed mp feemed to hiirt her 
pri4e. A& to the other female parfoi?mers prefenit^ 
they were all, except Mr»^ Ward, perfohs of more 
refpeftable charafters. They loved their huIKaiids^ 
minded their bufmefs, and found too mpch employ- 
ment in their own families^ to troublei thcmfelvei 
with the concerns of others* . l >i 

Mr. Metham found means to inform nie, during 
the fliort eonverfation we had together, (for as* I was 
looked upon as a^rude by the company, a longer one 
would have been imprudent) that his mother was 
dead, by which he was come into pofTcflion of a 
good eflate, together with the name of Metham. As 
the attention of a perfon, whofe drefs, deportment^ 
and appearance, proclaimed him a man of fafhion, 
iieemed to excite the jealoufy of Mrs. Woffington, 

wha 
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Mvho expeEled to have the tribute of admiraiibn from 
every one firft paid to her, I put an end, as foon as 
poflible, to OMX tete-a-teU, But, at the conclufion of 
the play, Mr. Metham accofted.me again, and de- 
fired permiffion to wait on me the next morning. 
This I toM him I could not grant; at the fame time 
frankly informed him, that my reafon for fo doing 
was, beCaufe ihy mother \vould not confent to'mjr 
admitting any male vifitor in the quality of a loven 
He then begged to be allowed to write to me; which 
i did not refufe; Upon this we parted. 
■ The entering into this corrcfpondencc obliged me 
to requeft O'Brien, who had attended us to England, 
to pay a particular attention to taking in my letters, 
fo that they might not fall into my mother's hands. 
I have already informed you that this lady, notwith- 
ftanding her royal defcent^ had not had the education 
(he had confequently a right to expeft. In truth, fhe 
could neither read nor write ; which fometimes ,lcd 
her into errors, when thefe crooked things, called 
letters,. were the only guides fhe had to direft hen 
Thus it happened, that one day, finding a letter in 
the parlour, fhe concluded it was one that I had 
dropped, and accordingly brought it to me. 
' Without examining whether it belonged to me or 
ilbt, I put it haftily into my pocket. And it was not 
Ull I had/occafion to fearch for another, whereim 

mention 



|n€;ntion was made of a m^fquer^, that I difcorere^ ' 
it. Pulling it put with three otjicjrs whiqh 1 had re* 
ccived in tjv courfe of the day, I then perceived 
that it was an epiille from my Hibernian admirer t^ 
my mother. At the fame time a dalh annexed to the 
word daughlpr exciting, my truriofity, I was tempted 
to break throiigh the rule I had hitherto fo inviolably 
pbfexved. The line ran thus; "Dear Madam, I 
*• believe your loved daughter cannot withiftand the 

*' power of ." As I could not imderiland the 

meaning of this feutenfcc, and indeed was yery indif- 
ferent about it, I threw the letter afide, without per- 
ufing the remainder of it. 

Th^ next evening I appeared in the charafler of 
Alicia. As foon as my part was concluded, Mr. 
Quin, with a pleafure fparkling in his fine eyes, that 
I had never fecn them exprefs before off the ftage, bid 
me flop apd kneel to the firft pcrfon I met in the 
fcene-room, a place I was obliged to pafs as I went 
to undrefs. As \ could not comprehend at firft 
what Mr. Quia meant, alternate hope and fear ren- 
dered me motionlefs for Lme time. At length my 
heart prefaged who it was. When muftering all my 
courage, and judginq^, from the leafantnefs of my 
patrpn^s countenance, that I had not much to fear, 
X entered the room. I need not, I fup^)ofe, inform 
you, that Ltcund there Lord Tyrjiw.ey. As foon 

as 



4IS I faw him I threw layfelif at his feet, ciying odt at 
the Tame time, with an emotion that is not to be ex- 
ppcffed, M My dear Lord, fwgive mc I'' 

His Lordfiiap having raifed me, he embraced me 
-with the utmoft tend^iie£i; and if I coald judge' 
•from his X^oice, Was no ,lefs affefied thaii m^yfelf^ 
lie then defii^edme to hafl^n home, as Quin and he 
intended Aipping at my apartments. His Lordihip 
-informed me,^ that he had recdved from Mr. Quia 
■futh an account of me, as had given him the higheft 
'f^tisfaQion ^ and which corroborated what he hatl 
heard in Ireland, from a perfon; who, zoAen alivi^ 
loved me as well as that gentleman did. Concluding 
from diis, that my dear Mrs. O'Hara had paidthfc 
laft debt of nature, I blirft afrefh into tears. — ^Though 
gratitude inqpelkd me to beftow this tender tribute 
oii her loved memory, yet I checked it as foon as 
|}oi&ble, and Uamed myielf for giving way to fo im- 
proper, '■ though cuftomary a fenfation. As (he wa« 
one of the beft of wpmen, I could not doubt her hap- 
pinefs ; and forrow, as that was the cafe, according 
to my ideas, is only felf-love. The living, who are 
left in this vale of tears, are rather to be wept for; 
the dead, where, from a well-fpent life, they had the 
ailurance of happinefs that my dear aunt had, are ob« 

jefts of envy, not of grief. 

Mr«^ 
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.Mr. Quin.anpWfidfJ^s/Lordflup and rp^yf^f aa 
JiQur for private converf^tioi> before he came. And 
.as the next day. happened^ to ,be a holiday, we were 
-not obliged to fepars^te 9^ an early hour. Indeed, 
Mn Quia iy.dom iept early hours,, ynlefs he wij 
.dbliged ftp do fo by indifpofition. My mother was 
«bt permitted to join us; and his Lordfhip gave me 
a fevere iajunftion nev^ io rcqueft that he would fee 
•either of the ladies of myf^mily^ as he was deter- 
mined never to fpeak to ^r know thero. He deli- 
vered me two rings; one of whidn, b^ifig a large 
pink diamond, was very valuable ; the other a fancy- 
ring ; both of which had been left me by Mrs, 
O'Hara. I apprehend this was not the whole of my 
jeg^cy; but as his Lordfhip took no iK)tice of any 
thing elfe, I could not with propriety alk him. 

I now thought myfdlf the happieft of human be- 
ings. 'Rellored to the afiieflions of the two people I 
jmoft valued, and loved almoft to adoration by the 
man I preferred to all others, my fatisfaftion was un- 
bounded. Nor do I believe that any three people in 
the world were happier than my Lord, Quin,'and. 
myfelf ; each enjoying an equal place in my affefti- 
ons, though the claims of each were of a different 
nature. — Great are the pleafures arifing from fuf- 
ceptibility ! — Many indeed, and exquifite, are like- 
Wik the pains attendant on it.— The inexpreflible 

- pleafurc 
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|>leafure of. making happy, by a mutual reciproca- 
tion of beneficent a6b and tender communications, 
greatly overpays, however, the difadvantages of pof- 
feffing a fufceptible heart* — ^The enlarged mind alone 
is capable of thefe mental enjoyments. — By the libe- 
ral-minded, therefore, are the delicate fenfations I 
fpeak of only to be comprehended, — To the million 
they are caviare. — As they are the only fource of 
real happinefs'in this life, they doubtlefs, when ren- 
dered more pure and perfeft, will conftitute our feli- 
city in " that undifcovered country, from whofc 
•* bourne ho traveller returns." 

I am now about to enter upon a topic of a diffe- 
rent nature from any that has hitherto found a place 
in my epiftles ; but although it appears not to make 
a part of my own concerns, I flatter myfelf that' a 
ftory fo interefting, and flowing immediately from 
the fountain-head, from which its authenticity is un- 
doubted, will not make you confider the time re- 
quired in the perufal of it mifemployed. 

^^■^^*^'i^i~ .. G. A. B. 
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June i8, 17—.. 

iQV mud have heard of the intended rebellion in 
Ruflia, during the reign of the great Czafina EIiza« 
beth. It is indeed generally known that fuch a revo- 
lution was planned and nearly taking place. But 
the means by which it was difcovered and prevented, 
are known but to a very few. I will therefore relate 
them to you in the fame circumftantial manner Lord 
Tyrawley repeated them to Mr. Quin and myfelf 
that evening. 

From his Lordmip's refiding fo many years at the 
courts of Spain and Portugal, he had acquired ^a 
flrong attachment to the natives of both thofe king- 
<loms. And as he was happy in every opportunity 
that offered for (hewing this regard for them, they 
entertained the higheft refpeft for his Lordfhip.— 
During my Lord*s refidcnce at tlie court of Ruflia, 
he obfervcd a Spaniard to walk frequently, for feve* 
ral days together, before the court-yard of his hotel. 
Excited by the national attachment juft mentioned, 
his Lordfhip ordered one of his domeftics to invite 
the Don to dine at the fecond table. The Spaniard 
accepted the invitation wiUi the greateft readinefs, 
and feemed glad to have an opportunity of laying by 
iiis long fpado for fome hours every day. This con- 
tinued 



thiued for feveral months fo that the ilnmger wa) at 
length confidered as one of the family. 

At the expiration of that time, he came late one 
evening, and requelled the domefiic in waiting to 
inform his Excellency, that he wifhed to have the 
honour to fpeak to him. The fervant fuppofing his 
bufinefs was not of a nature to require his feeing his 
Lordfhip that night, defired he would call in the 
morning. But on the man's faying, ** The morning 
♦' will not do, it rauft be immediately," his Lord- 
fliip was informed of his reqiiefti and the Spaniard 
ordered to be admitted. Upon his being introduced, 
he thus accofted his Lordfhip, in Spanifli, the mo- 
ment they were alone '.^ — ** I am come, my Lorcl, 
•* to repay all your civilities — but, before I explain 
** myfelf, order your berlin to be got ready," 

The myfterious air which the Spaniard affumed 
^pon this occafion, foon convinced his Lord (hip of 
what he had fufpefted for fome time, that his new 
dependent belonged to that fraternity, fo necefl'ary 
' to every power, termed fpies. He therefore ordered 
' Jiis carriage to be got ready. When this was done, 

I Ac ftranger thus continued : ** I have forlfeme time, 
** my Lord, formed a very flrift intimacy with a 
** Rufs, in the fuit of the Marquis de Cfaattardy.— . 
** After leaving your Excellency's hotel, *I generally 
** go to fpend fome hours with him. Staying at 
I C 2 " thcu 
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** the Marquis's hotel, a few evenings ago, later thaft 
" ufual, I faw a perfon come in who endeavoured 
«* to hide himfelf from obfervation, as if deiirous to 
** remain unknown. This, your Lordfliip may be 
«* afTured, awoke my fufpicions ; and as from the 
** glimpfe I had of him I could only gucfs who it 
** was, I refolved if poITible to arrive at fome cer- 
** tainty about it. For this purpofe, when my friend 
♦* returned, I afked him, with a carelefs air, whether 
** Comte Bellucheff, the favourite confidential fer- 
•* vaiit of the Emprefs, ufually walked at that incle- 
'* ment feafon of the year. I took no further notice 
*« at that time ; but went as ufual to vifit my friend 
•• the following evening. I did not, however, ring 
«* at the gate of the hotel, till I faw the Comte go 
** in, who I guefled would be thei» about the fame 
*' time. 

" Having gained admittance foon after him, in- 
*• ftead of going to my friend's apartment, being 
well acquainted with every part of the hotel, I . 
gained, unobferved, the back flairs, and placed 
imfelf near the clofet in which his Excellency the 
Marquis and the Comte were in converfation. — 
There I overheard the latter fay, among other 
^* things, to the Marquis, in Italian, * I think the 
fooner you go the better. The credentials will be 
ready by eleven o'clock,* As foon as I had heard 

this^ 
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*V this, I ftole from my hiding-place, and went im- 
" mediately to my friend, who chid me for being fo 
" late, as he could not now profit by my compan}% 
" from having fo much to do. 

" I a(ked him what he had to do at this time more 
" than another. To this he replied that he would 
" not betray his mafler's fecrets, though indeed he 
" merited it, as he had broke his promife in not 
" taking him with him. I did not make any further 
" enquiry, left what he imparted to me fhould have 
" been under the feal of fecrecy ; and a Spaniard, 
** your Excellency knows, is too tenacious of bis 
** honour to betray any thing that is divulged to 
" him in confidence." 

** And what do you fuppofe," faid hU Lordfliip, 
^* are the motivies, and will be the confequences of 
** the Marquis's ftealing away?" — *• A revolution," 
replied the Spaniard; " and if your Lordthip does 
** not make hafle to the Emprefs, and inform hei* 
" with what I tell you, it wiU be too late to prevent 
** it. 1 am acquainted with the whole circumftances, • 
" but am not at liberty to mention more. Your 
" Lordihip, however, may take my life, if the in-. 
" teOigence I give you proves falfe." 

His Lordfliip having been already convinced from 
Ais own obfervations, and the information he had 
Mfiivcd from other quarters, that there was fomc- 

C g thin^f 
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thing portentous to the welfare of the RuiEan em* 
pire in agitation ; after havmg tried the Spaniard to 
theutmoft, he gave credit to what he faid; and was 
now fatisfied that his informant had received fome 
inteljigence under the feal of fecrecy, as he termed 
it, the particulars of which he made a point of ho- 
nour not to difclofe, although he thought it no 
breach of honour to repeat the fubftance of it. 

The carriage being by this time ready, .Lord Ty* 
jawley and the Spaniard &t out together for the Em* 
prefs*s palace, notwithflanding the latenefs of the 
hour and the inclemency of the weather. The £ng-i 
Kfii ambaflador procured admittance to her Majefty 
intmediateiy. But the Emprefs feemed to doubt tho 
poffibility of his information^ til] the Spaniard wat 
called In; who gave her fuch convincing proofs of 
what was intended, that (he could no longer doubt 
the truth of his aflertions. Her Majefty then pro* 
pofed fending fuch a particular troop to prevent thtf 
defigns (he had juft been informed of, from being 
carried into execution. But the Spaniard exclaimed^ 
•• No, you muft fecure them, as they arc now aftu- 
•« ally under arms againft you," The light at thi» 
time (hone full upon them, as they were part of lier 
body-guard, and her favourite, Wall, colonel of 
them. Some troops were fent to prevent the efcapt 
of the Mar^ui» de Cbattardy, but he was alreadji 

fled; 
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fed ; and though purfued found means to make his 
efcape. He had not however time to deftroy hit 
papers. TheTe were fecured and brought to the 
palace. The regiment fufpeSed were found under 
arms, which created a certainty of their intended 
treafon- The treachery of her favourite the Comte 
was fully proved. But through fome remains of 
that regard which ihe once entertained for him, \ih 
life was fpared, and he was banifhed to Siberia ; 
whilft all thofe whom he had prevailed upon to join 
in his treacherous vie^vs were immediately ex^uted. 
Her Majelly took the Spaniard, whofe name^ was 
Rofa de Sylva, into her fervice^ and rewarded him 
nobly. And the prefents (he made Lord Tyraw« 
ley for the fervices he rendered her on this occa;« 
fion, though of immenfe value, were not, in hu 
cflimation, of fo mnch worth as the friendfliip with 
which ihe honoured him to the day of her death* 

G. A. B, 
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Jane ig, 17—. 

Lord TYRAWLEY gave us the foregomg 
ilojy, the firft evening we palTed together, among 
miny other entertaining anecdotes. 1 he night paf* 
&d away in a fwc^t celiriuniy a* you may fuppofe, 

C4 witb 
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with two fuch bright geniufes as his Lordlhip and 
Mr. Quin. — Every word conveyed extatic deHght ta 
a mind fond of learning and the belles letters; to a 
perfon tremblingly alive to every rational enjoyment, 
as well as every delicate fenfation, — Like Circe, 
*• They would take the prifoned foul, and lap it in 
♦« Elyfium." — ^Whilft the brilliant jeft, and fmart 
repartee, afforded food for laughter, their obferva- 
tions on men and books fupplied me with a laft* 
ing fund of inflruftion. 

Before we broke up, his Lordfliip promifed to fup 
with me three or four times a week, and begged Mr, 
Quin to be of the party as often as poflible. But as 
h loved his good fat capon; his ale and orange ; 
and ungartering^ as he called it ; which he efteemed 
the three great bleflings of life ; and as Lord Tyraw^ 
Jey was not fond of the bottle, he did not often fa- 
vour me with his company at my apartments. I had 
however the entree at his houfe, where I fpent every 
evening I could fpare from other engagements. 

Latte as it was before his Lordfliip and Mr. Quin 
left me, I fat down, before I flept, to inform Mr. 
Metham of the happinefs I enjoyed in being reftored 
to his Lordfliip 's favour. . But much as it delighted 
me, it gave no fatisfaSion to him. He however af- 
fefled to be pleafed with the intelligence I fent him, 
in compliment to me, as he fcemed to partake in 

... every 
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every thing that afforded me pleafure. Indeed we 
carried our ideas of love to fo romantic a height,. 
that the correfponxlence, which by this time had 
commenced between us, partook more of the fenti- 
ments of Caffandra and Oroondates, than of perfonj 
on a level with the reft of mankind. 

There was fo much fentiment and refpeft, both 
in his letters and behaviour, that I never gave myfelf 
time to refleft on the imprudence I was guilty of in 
entering into a private intimacy with a man, who 
had formerly declared that it was not in his power to 
pay his addreffes to me on honourable terms. Nay, 
that very declaration, as it appeared to give me a 
proof of his opennefs and candour, lulled me into a 
falfe fecurity^ And from that circum fiance I placed 
fo much dependence upon his honour, jwhich I fup- 
pofed equal to his fincerity, that I never harboured 
a fear of his entertaining tlia leaft difhonourable 
thought. — More females owe their ruin to this falfc 
fecurity, than to ths incitements of vanity or paflion. 
— ^Thrown off their guard hy placing an implicit con- 
fidence in the man they love, they find too late, in 
their own difhonour, that the expcfled honour of 
their betrayers has been but an empty bubble. 

About this time, having an opportunity to go to 2L 
mafquerade^ I readily embraced the offer, that I 
might meet my lover there, and be more at liberty 

C ^ io 
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to enjoy his converfation than I had been able to do. 
Having never been at fuch an entertainment befone, 
t exprefled my furprife to Mx. Metham how people 
were able to find one another out, with their facet 
fo covered that the features were not diftinguifhable. 
He replied, •* That my eyes would light him ; and 
" that intuition would prevent any miftake.** 

I certainly preferred Mr. Metham to any man 
living, ^y regard for him, however, was not fo 
violent but what it was to give way to my humour. 
Accordingly, when the night arrived, I wrapped 
jwyfelf in a black domino, with a large capot over 
it, and in this unexpefled drefs, accompanied by the 
Mifs Merediths, in the habits of Savoyard girl.s, en- 
tered the room. In a very fliort time I was as well 
acquainted with the nature of the entertainment as 
Heidegger* himfelf. And as my companions were 
too much noticed to mind me, I foon gave them the 
flip, and fought out my Strephon. 1 found him 
employed in examining every well-drefled female 
that pafled him, not doubting, but that I ihould 
make ufe of fo favourable an opportunity to (how 
my tafle, and appear what is ufually termed an ele^ 
gant mafk. When I fpied him, I made up to him 
and afked him,- what fair one kept him in waiting. 
Impatient to behold her he loved, he defired me to 

'* The pcrfon wbofirft introduced aalkcd balls into England. 

go 
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go iibout my bnfinefs ; for it was not ine he \vtiated. 
t told faim he h^ better accept the offer of my com^ 
pmyt which t afiured him I had the vanity to pre*> 
ruztie would prove fall as agreeable to lum uikt 
pei^onhewasiitie^cpedatioiioF. Upon this he ttarodl 
liway quite enraged. , % 

Seeuig ^at vanity and foUy hem wentlNnd-ino 
tiSfid, of both of which I fedmed to have.a tolerable 
fliare, t tet hiAi croquet it marmot ; and I acknow« 
ledge that I did not enjoy a little pleafure in the dif«^ 
i^ietude he appeared to experience. 

I Ii6w joined General Wall the Spaniih Amba(Ei-k 
dor ; who had frequented the fcenes, and widi whom 
i had the honour of chatting now and then. Comte 
Haflang, the Imperial and Bavarian Ambafladori 
had pointed me out to his Excellency. The Comte 
t^ften vifited at Tyrawley's, who paid him particular 
«ittention, not lb much for the brilliancy of his parts, 
which were but mitdiiKrt^ as for his noble defcent, his 
extreme politetiefs, and hrs appearing to be pieafed 
with the wit of others, without ever making pret^ice 
to any himfelf. Though his Excellcfticy the Comte 
was hot rendered tharp-fighted by the hoo^-winked 
boy called Lovie, yet he difcovered me immediately 
kfarough my deep difguife, smd made me fanown t9 
ibe Gisnetal. 

- C ^ Not- 
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Noatwithftanding General Wall's knowledge 'wft$ 
univerfa), and his fame for wit eflablifhed, he loved 
ittifchief as well as any fchool-boy could. And hav- 
ij||^ no <loubt, from the obfervations he had made at 
Ac tbeatre, that Mr. Metham was a profefled admi- 
rer of mine, he begged to join mc in the perfecutioQ 
}m faw I wa« carrying on. We accordingly made 
tip to Mctbam, whom I rallied in the fame mamier 
I had done before. But what made my raillery the 
more irUbme to bim, was, that from the General't 
being unmalked, he could not leave abruptly a per- 
(on of his Excellency's confequence, and was of 
courfe obliged to hear the whole of it. Not doubt- 
ing, I fuppofe, at the fame time, that though I ap- 
peared from my habit to be an old fright, I was a 
perfon of no little confequence myfelf. 

LordTyrawley fupped with a private party; fo 
.that I was at liberty to follow the bent of my hu- 
mour without any reftraint, during the greateft part 
of the night. Abqut four o'clock his Lordfhip re^ 
turned to the great room ; and having found out my 
^companions and myfelf, begged leave to fee us to 
our chairs, as he could not think of leaving three 
girls in fuch a place, unlefs we had brought with us 
a chaperon* The young ladies having exhaufted 
their fpirits with dancing, we're not forry to hear hig 
Xiordfliip make tl^e offers I own that to have fiaid a 
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Ittle longet would have been full as agi^eaUe. to mc. 
That, however, was not now to be done, aj^d it was 
agreeable that we (houM. go. 

This fudden determination only permitted me juijl 
to fay to Mr, Metham, as I paffed him, ** What is 
f*.. become of the brillancy) ofrthofeeyes, which, ;\vat^ 
•♦ your blefied intmti$n '^rc to render evc&*y othev 
«* information *uniaeceffary ? " Thufnder.ftruck at 
thefe words, he appeared to be inftantly aroufed 
from the ftupidity, with regard to the knowledge of 
me, that had overwhelmed him the M^ole night. He 
fpontaneoufly followed its to the door, endeavouring 
^o fpeak to me. But that was now impoffible. He 
was ophfequently obliged to lament in filence his 
hard fate, and regret having loll an opportunity, 
which might not happen again for a long time. 

This difappoiatanent of Meth^m's confirmed what 
I have before bbferved, that where our hopes of hap- 
pinefs are the njoft fanguine, the furer feems their 
fruftration — Poor fellow ! with what rapture did he 
receive the firft intelligence of my going to the ma- 
fquerade ! — How did he count the tedious minutei 
till the wifhed-for hour arrived ! — How did he anti- 
cipate the pleafures he expefled would refult from a 
converfation carried on without reftraint; and in 
which he might freely declare the fervency of his 
affection. — And what was the refult of thofe pleafing 

expec-i 



cxpeS^ations ?*'..«-^AIas ?«**^Difa{:^)oiAt]iiefit, uixktf 
And veKtiion.-^The teacup of an aU wontttn/ in- 
fiead of the reIu£Untly acknov4«%ed ttAdernefs of 
a young one.-^And to add to all, a toituriiig cKfco- 
veiy of the frolkkfotiie deception* 

I own this treatmettt iavoiired fottiewfaat of cru^ 
ehy.-^-'fiut women, throngho«it every age, have not 
fcrupled to indulge thenifelws in thefe titde ptayi 
fome tells of their lovers' truth and confiamy.^^At 
this time, to naake ufe of a iKime-fpun expteffioa^ 
«• The bkck ox had not trodden on my foot."-u.In«' 
nooent humour was my delight.^-^uphrof)aie herficff 
was not more blitke and debonair^ 

G. A. B« 
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About tWs period, that much admined poet, 
*rhomfoh, was called by the great difpofer of eventis, 
to enjoy that felicity In a happier region, he had in 
vain ftrove to defcrve in this btiflling world. His 
deiath feemed to ihrow an unlverfal gloom over every 
fufceptible mind. Whilft fome lamented the lofs of 
tns gr^at poetical talents, ail wept for the removsd 
of fo great a man. The foftnefs of his manners, hk 

unbounded philanthropy, and isiAwi the pofleffioft 

•f 
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of every valuable quality that can adorn ^ human 
being, endeared him to every one who had the hap- 
pinefs to be acquainted with him. That it w^s my 
fortunate lot to be Upon terms of intimacy with him, 
is one of the moil pleafing eircumftances of my life 
that recoIle£lion can revive*- — Accept, departed (hade, 
this tender tear! a votive tribute to that friendfliip 
with which I was honoured by ihee. 

Lord Lyttelton and Mr. Quin, from the intimacy 
which had Aibfifted between Thomfon and them, 
were the moll afie£led by this fad event. After the 
firil eifttfions of their forrow were abated, they eon- 
fulted in what manner to pay the mofl efficacious 
refpeS to the memory of their deceafed friend. As 
his liberal difpofition had prevented him from mak«^ 
ing any provifion for his two Cfters, they thought 
they could dp nothing more confonant to his laft 
wiflies, than provide a decent fupport for them* A 
token of affeflion far more acceptable, I dare fay, 
to their loft friend, if departed fpirits be fenfible of 
what paffes here, than the moft pompous obfequies, 
or richly fculptured monument. 

Thomfon, during the latteif part of his life, had 
altertered Shakfpeare's tragedy of " Coriolanus ;" 
the copy of which Mr. Quin had then in his poJTef- 
fion. And the reprefetHatton of this they thought 
wouJd not a little conduce to the benevolent pur^fe. 
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Xt was accordingly ordered to be got up at tbe 
theatre, and put immediately into rehearfal. Mrs. 
Woffington and myfelf were to play the parts of the 
mother and daughter. The death of Thomfon put 
a ftop for fome time to our parties at Mr. Quin's, in 
Henrietta-ftreet, which gave us more time to expe- 
dite the performance. Lord Lyttel ton wrote the fol- 
lowing prologue to it. • 

PROLOGUE 

T O 

THOMSON'S CORIOLANUS. 

SPOKEN BY Mr. Q U I N, 

X COME not here your candour to implore 
For fccncs whofc author is, alas! no more; 
He wants no advocate his caufe to plead ; 
You will ) ourfelves be patrons of the dead. 
Ko party his benevolence confin'd, 
Ko fe£l — alike it flow'd to all mankind. 
He lov'd his friends, (forgive this guftiing tear: 
Alas! I feel I am no a£lor here;) 
He lov'd his friends with fuch a warmth of hearty 
5o clear of intcreft, fo devoid of art, 
'Such generous friendfhip, fuch unfhaken zeal, 
No words can fpeak it, but our tears may tell. — 
O candid truth ! O faith without a {lain ! 
O manners gently firm and nobly plain ! 
O fympathizing love of others blifs ! 
Vrhcre will you find another brcaft like hb ? 
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~Sucn was the man — ^Thc poet well yoa know ; 
Oft has he touch'd }t)ur hearts with tender woe ; 
Oft in this crouded houfe with juft applaufe 
You heard him teach fair virtue's poreft laws ; 
Tor his chafte mufe employ'd her heav'n-tai^t lyrtt 
None but the nobleft paffions to infpire ; 
Not one immoral, one corrupted thought. 
One line which dying he could wi(h to blot. 

Oh ! may to-night your favourable doom 
Another laurel add to grace his tonib. 
Whim he, fuperior now to praife or blame^ 
Hears not the feeble voice of human fame. 
Yet if to thofc whom mod on earth he lov'd, 
From whom his pious care is now rcmov*d, 
With whom his liberal hand and boimtcoiu h€^ 
, Skar'^d all his little fortune could impart, 

If to thofe friends your kind regard fhall givt 
What they no longer can from him receive, 
Tliat, that ev*n now, above yon ftarry pole, 
May touch with pleafurc his immortal fouL 

As foon as the piece was pcrfeft, an evening Te- 
iiearfal was called, upon a night when there hap-^ 
pened* to be no performance. Mr. Quin's pronun- 
ciation was of the old fchool. In this Mr. Garrick 
had made an alteration. The one pronounced the 
letter a open ; tlie other founded it like an ^, which 
occafioned the following laughable miilake. In the 
piece, when the Roman ladies come in proceflion to 
folicit Coriolanus to return to Rome, they are at- 
tended by the tribunes... And the jcenturiiptis of tha, 
K ..i Volfciaa 



4« THS LIf« OF 

Volfcian army hezxingja/ces^ their enfigns of autfi^ 
rity, they are ordered by the hero (the part of which 
-was'' played by Mr. Quin) to lower them as a token 
of refpeft. But the men who perfonated the ccntu* 
lions, imagining, through Mr. Quin's mode of pro- 
nunciation, that he faid their facts ^ inftead of their 
Ja/ceSj all bowed their heads together. 

Not being able to withftand fo ridiculous a mif- 
take, I could not reilrain my rifible faculties ; and 
though tragedians ought to have an entire command 
of the countenance, I burft into a fit of laughter.—* 
This, for a moment, oflFended Mr. Quin, and drew 
the attention of the literati that were prefeiit, who» 
^ith many others, followed my example. The men» 
however, were at length fet right, and dius the af» 
fair ended. 

Had fuch a ludicrous miftake happened on the 
jifght of its Teprefenta(tionv it wguld pnobaUy have 
excited the fame emotions in the audience we had. 
eitperienced, and might have proved fatal te the 
piece, or atleaft have interrupted the capital fcene. 
The play, however, was at length reprefented with 
fucceft, and Mn Quin really (hed tears. From the 
cynical manner diat gentleman had adopted, and the 
jlemnefs of his countenance, he was not fuppofed to 
poflefs fo much of the milk of human kindnefs as he 
aftually did. The drcunfla&cewai therefore con* 

Ifiered 
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iidered as doubly forcible, and did not fail to operate 
on the fenfibility of the whole houfe ; who likewife 
feftifiedy by their fympathetic tears, the rel*pe£k thef 
bore his friend* 

The feafon of Lent now coming on, I had more 
leifure time on my hands than ufual, and confe* 
^uently had more frequent opportunities of feeing . 
and hearing from Mr. Metbam. He attended at 
Comte Hadang's chapel every Wednefday and Fri* 
day evening, where I generally met him. And fa 
confident was I of his honour and afie£lion, that if 
he happened to be indifpofed, I made no fcmple to go- 
to his lodgings^ Nor had I ev«er any re^fon to re* 
pent of my coodefcenfion^ as he never attempted 
even to falute me. So much refpeft, mingled with 
lendemefs, confirmed the partiality I before enter* 
taiiied for him ; and what may be called at firft only 
a preference^ was now mdiowed into eAeefl2, friend* 
fiiip and aSe3ion« Thi^ perh^^, is the happieft 
s^a of the human life.-^An innocent familiarity 
takes place, unimbitterodby tfaofe apprehehfioas that 
experience gives birth to ; and unalloyed by tliat bt* 
tiety which too iiirely attends the enjoyment of our 
wiflies. Youth, chaarfulnefs, and pleafing expe£la« 
tions, unite to brighten the fcene, and afford the 
kappy pair an «nokmded profpe^ 
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Lord Tyrawley continued his vifits ; and the brt-- 
ter to enable me to entertain him in the ftyle which 
duty and refpeft diftated, he /generally divided the 
contents of his purfe with me whenever he came.— 
Being, therefore, through his Ldrdfhip's generofity, 
and the advantages flje reaped from the difpofal of 
her linen, in no want of money, my mother had not 
as yet fent to the theatre for any part of my falary- ; 
which (he had concluded to have been fettled at ten 
pounds a week. But having now an occafion to 
make a remittance to Ireland, Ihe wrote to the trea- 
furer to defirc he would let her have what was due* 
Inftead, however, of fending the fura flie had calcu- 
lated to be owing to me, ihe received only half a^ 
much. 

V Enraged at this duplicity, tht bid her commands' 
upon flrie not to play any more. Indeed^ ihe wa» 
not dilpeafed at the excufe that now prefented it* 
felf, of breaking off my. theatrical engagements.— 
On the contrary, flie was glad of the opportunity 
that offered of effefting her darling fcheme, that of 
uniting me to Mr. Crump. She accordingly fent 
back the money ; and my pride affifting her views, 
(he now made fure of bringing her long-wiflied*for 
projeft to bear. Mifs O'Hara, who was perfefUy 
well acquainted with my fentiments on the fubjeft, 
endeavoured by every argument in her power, to 

fliiTuadQ 
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tfirtuade her from purfuing a plan to which I was fo 
inflexibly averfe. But her endeavours were ineiTec^ 
tual. My mother continued as refolute as her 
daughter ; though I unfortunately found means, to 
fruflrate her intentions. 

As the regard Mr. Metham and myfelf enter- 
tained for each other had now attained fuch a pitch, 
that I confidered him as my future hufband, I made 
no fcruple to accept the prefents he was continually 
offering me. Thefe paft unobferved by my mother, 
who concluded, that what money I had was the con- 
fequence of my Lord's affeftion, which feemed daily 
to increafe. The eye of envy, however, would not 
fuffer fo fufpicious a circumftance to pafs unnoticed; 
nor was fo favpurable a conftruftion put upon my 
apparent affluence, by my two theatrical companions, 
Mrs. Woffington and Mrs. Ward. Being unwilling 
to account for the elegance of my drefs,'^by imputing 
it, as my mother had done, to an allowable fource, 
they thought it could only proceed from my having 
formed an unallowable conneftion with Mr. Metham. 
Taking this for granted, they did not hefitate to 
mention it as an affair that was abfolutely fettled. — I 
did not, indeed, hear of this fcandal at the time it 
was propagated by thefe cenforious ladies at the 
theatre, having no' intimacy with any perfon belong* 
ing to it, except Mr. Quin, Mr. Rich s family, and 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Ridout, This amiable woman. I mul fiop m 
tell you, fell a victim to her fondnefs for her bujf. 
band, the lofs of whol^ affeOtons (he could no( out* 
live ; and I n^er refle3 on her untimely death* with- 
out beftowing a figh on her virtues. 

Had I heard of tfaefe afperfions, confcious of my 
innocence* I fiiould have treated them with the con» 
tempt they deferved; but* as I have jufi faid, from 
my having fo little communication with the people 
belonging to the theatre, I was not at that time made 
acquainted with them* Mrs. WofEngton, howeveri 
fiotwithftanding ihe had propagated this fcandalous 
report, reflcfling that my quitting the theatre, parti- 
cularly as the benefits were coming on, would prove 
aneiTential detriment to the whole company, (he fent 
Mr. Swyny to me, in order to prevail on me to re- 
linqui{h my intention. This gentleman had attached 
himfelf to her as a warm friend. And he gave her a 
fubflantial proof of his regard, by leaving her the 
bulk of his fortune at his deceafe. But though this 
lady's ambaflador urged her fuit with all his rhetoric, 
I would not come to any determination relative to 
it, till I had confulted Mr. Quin on the fubjeft, 
agreeable to the refolution I had lately formed. 

As foon as I fent to this beft of friends, he came 
to me ; and upon talking over the aflFair, he judged 
it moft prudent for me to continue my attendance 

at' 
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i£t tlie theatre during the prefent feafon, as it wai 
sow drawing near a condufion. Among other rea* 
fons he obferved, that as I was in all the pieces com« 
manded, on eveiy Thurfday night, by the Prince and 
Princefs of Wales, and had been honoured with dif- 
tinguiflied marks of approbation from their Royal 
HighnefTes, as well as the public, he thought no pe- 
cuniary motive fliould induce me to decline playing 
during tlie remainder of the feafon. Giving up i^iy 
refentment, therefore, to the opinion of fo good a 
judge, and fo fincere a friend, I continued to per^ 
form as ufual, without coming to an open ruptura 
with the proprietor on account of his duplicity. 

G. A. B. 
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The fame evening, when Lord Tyrawley.came to 
fup with me as ufual, I informed him of the ill treat- 
ment I had received. His Lordfliip feemed difplea- 
Jhd that I did not carry my firft refolution of quitting 
the theatre into execution. Notwithftanding hia 
LordQiip was reconciled to me, and he ftill conti- 
nued to live at fuch an expence as to involve him- 
fdf annually^^though in receipt of immenfe fum* 

from 
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from his employment and conimiflion, I could ^not 
help obferving that he made no offer of fumifhing 
me with a provifion adequiite to the emoluments I 
reaped from my profeflion. As I confidered the 
affront I had received from the proprietor, of the 
higheft magnitude, to my theatrical confequence, I 
own I was much furprifed at his being fo lukewarm 
upon the occafion. 

A few minutes, however, explained the myflery; 
for, looking kindly at me, his Lordfhip faid, *'* Pop ! 
«* you do not love me fo well as you did even fomc 
" few week« ago." Struck at the truth of the accu- 
fation, a confcious blufli fpread itfelf over my face, 
and I remained filent. " Why do you not fpeak?" 
continued he, " If your heart is engaged to a proper 
*' objefl, Twill give him your haiid. I ffattered my- 
«< felf, indeed, that your affeftion for me was fo im- 
•' bounded, that you would have left the choice tp 



" me." 



This alone could have reftored to me the power 
of fpeech. Mr. Crump's letter feemed now to be 
fully explained ; and the dafli appeared to have been 
fubftituted in the room of Lord Tyrawley-'s name^ 
I told his Lordfhip, that as nothing fliould tempt me 
to lofe fight of fincerity, I would fi^eely acknow* 
ledge to him, that though I loved and revered him 
I3;aich» I felt a ftrong prefentiment in favour of an- 
other. 
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•thcr. But unlefs his Lordfliip would give me time 
to examine into the real ftate of my heart, I muft 
beg to be cxcufed from making him acquainted with 
the name of the perfon. 

His Lordfliip having heard of the adventure of 
the chair and the note, already related, aiid having 
been likewife informed that Mr. Bullock's father 
had fwom that he never would fee or fpeak to his 
fon again, if he married me ; and confidering, like- 
wife, that he himfelf could not offer a fortune with 
me fulficient to mollify the old gentleman ; his Lord- 
fliip (for the firft time I ever heard him fwear, al- 
though a foldier) told me with an oath, that he al- 
ready knew the perfoh, and that I might reft afliired 
he never would confent to an union with him! 

The addrefles I had fome time back received from 
Mr. Bullock, who had been ordered by his father^ 
immediately on their difcovery, to return to college, 
not recurring to my mind, I concluded it was Mr. 
Metham his Lordfliip was thus exafperated again ft. 
I was confequently thunder-ftruck. His Lordfliip 
continued in an ill humour during the remainder of 
his flay ; and it was the firft time I ever fejft a plea- 
fure at our reparation. 

The next morning, I acquainted Mr. Metham, by 
letter, that I was very unhappy at fomething which 
had happened, but did not explain niyfeif. This 
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oppdfition of bis Lorctfliip to theperfon I efteemetf^ 
(for to him I fuppofed it, by iniftake, to be intended) 
-endeared him to ^me a ^hoafand times, ifipoifible, 
more than he had already been. And what was be- 
fore dnly a tranfient* quiet parrioKty, isow Jiecame a 
Yiotent impetuous aGFeflion. A heart engaged in 
"fuch a fwedt, fuch a tewitcfaing lentaiiglemeBt as 
mine was, -could not bear controul. Oppofition, 3 
now perceived, ^but added fuel to the ilame. And 
liowever great my ^refpeft for Lord Tymwley might 
have beeo, it was not to be fst ia competition with 
claims of a tenderer nature. 

My benefit was now to (alee place in a few days; 
jind the three pifecedidg Jiights I^was to^perform for 
thofe of Mr. Quin, Mfs. Woffii^ton, and Mr. 
Ryan. The former chofe for his benefit, the very 
play in which I iiad been dqnived, during my .emi- 
gration to Ireland, as already mentioned, of my re- 
,galia. Here Mrs. Woffington was, as her rights 
adorned with it, and anpiptared mq/l ckaraSleri/licaify 
JUS the enchantrefs of all hearts. Her beauty (forH 
mull give every one their due) beggared all defcrip- 
tion. I appeared again in white fatin ; not indeed, 
as I had then improperly done, as Anthony's favou- 
rite millrefs, but as his rejefted wiff . 

The Dut chefs of Queenfberry being at Mr, Quints 
benefit, her partiality:for jne Ihewed itfelf in a moise 

flatter^ 
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-fiaiterifig 'light tiban it had dom on.* fomer occiu 
■lioa. At the coaclufion f©f the piece, Sue 4e&fid 
4me ^o feeuFC Iher boxes formy ownbeodit. As I 
vCouJd not fuppofc thather O^ace i«teaided to intercift 
terfelf ib ftrenuoiaffly in nay behalf, as the bad be- 
fore ; and as I iwras npw, by experiebce, rbec^mc ^c- 
^'^ainted/wkhthe whinrficalnefis of her -G race's dif- 
ipofition, i ;^as at a lofs what munber to fet doivn 
for hen I.tliought it, therefore, better to leave it 
•^ .chance, ihan to ruh the rifk of offending her. 

Her Grace having expreffed adefire of being ad- 
isd^tted into the green-room, Avhich flie )had been jn- 
■fonned was 'fiiperior to a dcawing-raons, for.the Wft ' 
.•and politenefs to be naet with there, I begged leav« 
vto have the honour to .attend her: Grace to it, aft<ir 
^herperfiwiiiance. was over. Tliis offer &e was pJeafed 
to acqept. Accordingly as foon as n^y p^rt of Oc- 
tavia wajs coiK^luded, which w^ in the fourth aQ-, 
without flaying to undrefs, to fhew my readinefs to 
tjbey her Grace's commands, I tlnew a cloak around 
'ittie, and went into tjie ft^ge-box wh^ere her Grace 
•was, and placed myfelf, as fhe direfted, behind her. 

My heing feated in fo confpicuous a point of view, 
fcehind a lady who was looked up to as one of the 
firfl: chara&ers in the kingdom, as well for her ex- 
traordinary qualities, as for her title, attra£lcd the 
attention of the whole houfe. Mr. Q'uin, as he af- 

D 2 terward* 
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terwards informed me, notwithftanding he well knet^ 
her Grace's partiality for me, never experienped a 
more agreeable furprize than when he faw me thus 
fituated. It is ncceflary you fliould know that her 
• Grace was at this time difgufled witl\ the court, 
upon account of her favourite, Gay. 

Upon her Grace's quitting the box, there was an 
univerfal applaufe ; which would have fent her home 
in great good humour (for flie was ftill fond of thefe 
tokens of public approbation) had not the enfuing 
fcene, to which her curiofity led her, juftly given 
her Grace offence. Having ufliered the Dutchefs 
behind the fcenes, upon my opening the green-room 
door, fuch a fcene prefented itfelf as I had never 
been witnefs to before. As it was ufual for many 
perfons of the firfl rank to meet in the green-room 
after the play, and amufe themfelves with playing at 
Woman or Heady againft the chimney-piece, at which 
thoufands were fometimes won and loft in an everu 
ing, I expeSed to. find that the performers had re- 
tired, and that none but quality were there. Inftead 
of which, the firft thing tliat ftruck our view was die 
Fair Egyptian Queen, with a pot ©f porter in her 
hand, crying out, " Confufion to all order. Let 
" Liberty thrive.*' The table was furrounded by fuit- 
able company, and covered with mutton pies. 
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The Dutchefs had entered with the greateft good- 
humour impreffed on her countenance, and all tlie 
dignity annexed to her high flation. — Judge then 
what her Grace's feelings muft be at beholding fuch 
a contrail to wliat (he had been taught to expeft ; 
fuch a fpecimen of green-room wit and politenefs. 
She ftood for fome moments in a ftate of amazement. 
Nor was her iritroduflrefs in a iefs un{)leafant (itua* 
tion. At length, recovering herfelf a little, flie ex- 
claimed, " Is hell broke loofe ? ** Then turning 
about, fhe hurried to her chair, to appearance more 
dead than alive. As her Grace left me, fhe gave me 
a'ftn£l: injun£lion not to return back to that room, 
and to be with her the next morning. Could any- 
thing haye happened more mal-apropos ; or have 
given her Grace fo difgujling an idea of the infide 
of a theatre? 

, The following day, the Dutchefs* received me with' 
civility, but at the fame time there was a fomething 
in, her manner that was by no means pleafing.— Soft- 
nefs and delicacy ought to be the diftinguifhing cha« 
raSeriftics of the female fex — and thefe qualities 
have been fometimes happily blended in minds with 
Roman fortitude and Amazonian courage.— ^With* 
out them, the. moft brilliant qualifications lofe their 
moft attraSive graces. — Her Grace enquired whether 
X lived with the aftors ? A queftion which feemed to 

D 5 inlipy 
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im^, tliki- itie e^fidefed a^<>f 6 and a^^fl^^ m' n^ 
belter 2t %l*t ehan^pfitw; arnl thart we wer& only 
ft^AFatfed from each oth^r, in oiafr nfioft retittd lk>utsi 
by a blanket. I feywiever crtdicawufed to- cottvince 
h^^ Gr^e, that' fbofe vAe ttod the ftage' Itetd the 
iftrfMi^ of virtu*, awd,' wfeillt they ertPeffeined, furi^ 
niflled the.liii«kt with inflfti^£lbi«s ; beif)g i^ every 
rc^»eA i^ry diA^Fent from tti^fe imp^ftdrl wbo play« 
ed up6« the weakei* pant of martkmA 

H€^ Gne^e Cmifed at fhde dillm3!ion«» and thii# 
T^io^^i <m me : ^ Why resrfly by what I few faA 
" t>i^, I ffcould hftagine that if there is arty diSe-^ 
" twice, ii lie* in favGfiw otf itie Nerww^ Diviiiem" 
Fi^6rti thi» deciftsm agaitill i!f^, I fm»>Ld fhm ff]^ afler^ 
tions harf made but vety Ktde iiapreflSon cm l^r 
Grate's ittind; attd I wa^s obliged tty give ifp di€^ 
caufe I had undertaken. Indeed I could rMpMmd^ 
to ej^ciJLfe the* ktHiy whidh had given her Crac^ too 
rtttich fcrfdiT to eftaWifh fitch a c<mje6lHre. I ^an« 
mwn hoxve^w nrfft the oppoffoftity thi» incident cifets, 
td bbfeire, hdW caution* every wonian ought tJ^ be^ 
Mbt f5 give the leaff appcafance of offence to tlecewcy ; 
^ftd cotild wifh to recomrticnd the following finest to 
jffjft 01^ fcx, f e<}«eftirtg, at the frntie time, thac diey 
Wietrfd imprefe them ftrongly on their memory, and^ 
jdiii them wiih their daily orifons* 

B^Cecnd £rom Heavca to^VeaRXy's aid. 

My 
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Vty fnend: asid advifer, Mn Quiii^ fnced upon 
•* The Dombie Dealer,'* for ray benefit. A play re- 
plete viith wk^ but not z^^zexcsptionable foritsJevity^ 
ta GaU k by na harfteer name. Tbe fame patroneflesy 
wfar. had honomred me with their piTefence at my firft 
benefit; and m^ were^ileeiiied the brightoft patterns 
of vintuer ki.the whole knsgdoia, graced the bo^eesr 
that night;. So flattering a proof of diSinftion gave 
rae the greateft. pleaiure ;. and the more fo, as Lord 
Tyinwley bexBio^^ £»* iSa» firft imt^ tc^ enjoy {o {in- 
gular a mark of public approbation^ 

The em^Kmients which accrued from my benefit 
were not fo confiderable as thofe of my preceding 
night. For this, there appeared two evident reafons. 
The firft was, that thofe who encouraged me whilft 
I was confidered as a young perfomer, did not think 
their affiftance fo neceffary now I was eftablifhed^ 
el^cially as 1 ha^ Cnce fbmid a protefior in Lord 
Tyrawley. The ftcond was, that the gentleitten? 
were kept at a diftance by a belief that Mr. Metham 
was a fevoured lov«r. It is true his Lordfliip aflfbrd- 
td me fome pecuniary affrftance; biit as for any other, 
be wore a fliort fwDrd very quietly by his fide, ex- 
cept when calted upon ta draw it in defence of hii^ 
king and country. And as to tjle latter, appearan* 
ces are not always to be trufted to. 

D 4 I am 



^6 TUX LIFE or 

I am now about to recal to my memory the firfl 
flep I have reafoQ to look back upon with real re- 
gret. For akhough fome of the paft fcenes of my 
life may be deemed imprudent, and led me into many 
inconveniencies, yet no lafting bad efFefts flowed 
from them, and the fcandal which attended them 
was unmerited and tranficnt.— Would I could fay 
the fame of that which is to furniih a fubje£l for my 
next letters'—But I will not anticipate.— -The corro^ 
£ve refIe£tions due to my errors Will arife fafl enoug^. 
as I proceed. 

G. A. B« 
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A FEW nights after my benefit, Lord Tyrawley 
came into my room jTmiling, and faid, with pleafure, 
fparkling in his eyes, " Pop, I have got you a huf- 
** band ! " I replied, " I then hope, my Lord, you 
^* have found out my choice.** I had no fooner faid 
this, than his LordQiip's countenance was in an in- 
flant clouded— and after a paufe (not like a paufe in 
muCc, when art can reach to no higher a pitch of 
harmony; it was rather a paufe produGive of a craft 
#f difcordj his Lordftip affumed juft fuch a look as, 

I fuppofc, 
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i luppofe, he fliould have done if he had been about 
to face an enemy. He then threw a letter upon the 
table with an air of a Bajazet, faying at the fame 
time, " There, read that. — L have given my word, 
** which I will not break for you nor the whole 
*• world ; therefore no trifling, Jbr I will U obeyed,^ 
Having pronounced this dreadful fentence, he hop- 
ped off as fail as he could to bis chair, leaving me 
to jead the letter at my leifure. 

Had his Lordfliip infiiled in the fame authoritative 
manner upon my taking the man of my choice, I be- 
lieve in ray heart I (hould have refufed him . My temper 
could never brook compulfion : and though no per- 
fon can more approve of obedience and fubordina- 
tioD, in all cafes where it is <lue^ than m}'felf, yet 
were not the orders for the obfer\^aBce of thefe to h% 
iffued in gentle terms ^ I fliould certainly aft retro- 
grade to them. 

The letter his Lordflrip threw upon the table was 
from Crump. By the tenor of which I found, that 
every thing had been fettled relative to my marriage 
with him, before his Lordfliip left Dublin. He 
therein further informs my Lord, that he was to be 
in town the next evening, and intended himfclf the 
honour of meeting his Lordfliip at my apartments 
in Tavifl;ock-ftreet. He adds, that he had delivered 
his Lordfliip *s letter to Captain Johnfon, who faid 

Di ht 
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he was much concerned to lofe his Lorclfliip's ageir- 
cy, but the occafion was a fufficient excufe. 

At firft I was going to wifh my mother joy of the 
tocceft of het fcheme; but, on confideration, I 
thought it better to fay nothing about it till I had 
acquainted Mr. Metbam with it. I accordingly fat 
•Town with a mind agitated with indignation, inffead 
of Its being depreffed with grief, and wrote htra a 
letter from which he could have no room to doubt 
his being the entire mafter of my afFeftions. It is 
true I had already given him reafon to believe this, 
by admitting his addreffes as I had done,* but I never 
before acknowledged to him the real ftate of my 
heart. 

The .alternate joy and grief which my letter occa* 
iioned in his mind, robbed him for a time, as he has 
fince informed me, of recolleftion; till at lengtlihis 
anger was aroufed at the thoughts of my being treat- 
ed with fo much indignity. For my own part, the 
refentment I felt prjevented tears from flowing, as 
they otherwife would have done. My face was, 
therefore^ properly enlightened with that fpirit of 
difdain which was fuited to the charafter of Lady 
Fanciful in '^ Tlie Provoked Wife,** which I was 
to play the fame evening. And the prefence of Mr.. 
Cntmp in the front row of the pit, who was the firft 

objeft 
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ohjeQk that firuck my eyies, provc4 m additipnal in* 
ckement tawanb keeping mf anger ative. 

Poor Mctham flood bdkmd the feenes, tjbpugb 
natiHaUy too florid &>r % fine geitdent^ii,. ^ f^i^^naii 
defied a& if be had beesi tbi^ difappoifitod lovec ior-^ 
flead of the ftvoiuned owv Tbe^ psifon who per^, 
formed tbr paxt off lady Bfole, smdwhp had before, 
made^ obfisfvaibions on onjx conduQ^ ai^tribn^ thi» 
dejeftiioit (o fome Ibve qusorei, eTpeciaUy ais he did 
not foUoir me as u£ual istoi the greefb-room. 

We axe now arrived at the moiib impoaplaat crifit> 
o£ mj fate ; die momenfe \Mduch wa& to. dstearmine iha 
tenor of nay futujne Kfe. . The die wa& to be thix>WH,. 
and my happinefs to. be the flake. — IS/ky heart ihsttec^ 
at the recoUedfon.-^-Biit I will endeavour to. fliH it, 
and proceod.r^At the beginzKing' of the fifth ad, a& 
I wa& doffing the badt of the fcenes, in order tor 
go. on the ftage frona the oppofite fidty Mv. Metham 
m^ ne, and conji^ed me to let him fpeak one word- 
with me in tie kalL A^ the proianpter never rings- 
the bell for the mufk Vo ceafe ti|l he fees all thofe-^ 
who are to begin the aft ready to go on, I complied' 
for a miDfRent with his requeft. But 1 was no fooner 
got without dae^ door, than he caughfc me up in his- 
soms, and, hurrying tkvough the pallage, placed me 
in acoack thai hisi^alet had ready to receive me. 

D6 At 
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At firft 1 was fo furprifed at the unexpefted erdevt^ 
menty that I could not recolleft myfelf. And when 
myfcattered fenfes refumcd their powers, I candidly 
aclcnowledge, that my love for the dear man was fo 
well eflabliflied, that I was neither forry nor offend- 
ed at the ftep he had taken. But the mind of my 
enamoured StrepTion was agitated by other (enfa- 
tions. He was fo apprehenfive of incurring my dif- 
p4eafure by fuch a defperate mode of proceeding, 
that the florid colour which ufually glowed on his 
cheeks now entirely forfook them. Finding me, 
however, not fo difpleafed as he expefled, the ap- 
pirehenAons that had chilled Us blood, gave way to 
warmer ideas, and more agreeable agitations. 

The coach foon fet us down at a ready-fumifhed 
houfe in Leicefter-ftreet, Leicefler-fields, where I 
was immediately Supplied with neccffary apparel, by 
Mrs. Studwick, the miftrefs of it. The audience at 
the theatre, as I afterwards learnt, being out of all 
patience at fo unufual a continuation of the mufic, 
made the noife they generally do upon fuch occa- 
£ons. This called Mr. Quin from his drefling- 
rpoxn, which lay contiguous to the ftage, to enquire 
the reafon of it. Lady Fanciful was repeatedly cal- 
led, but no Lady Fanciful anfwered. It was now- 
.found that a real rape (if a running away with, where 

thexe 
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there is no refifiance, might be fo termed) had in- 
terrupted the progrefs of the play. Nothing re* 
mained to be done, but to acquaint the houfe with 
what had unexpefiedJy happened. Mr. Quin, ac^ 
cordingly, in the charader of Sir John Brute, which 
he was performing, made an apology to the audi* 
ence., by informing them, that he was come to beg 
their-excufe for the fantaftical girl of <piality, whofe 
company they would unfortunately be difappointed 
of at the ccmclufion of the piece^ as (he had left 
Heartfree, upon finding an admirer* ihat was made 
onpurpoftfor hen 

Terror, love, and refentment, wHch ruled by 
turns in my heart, baniflied refleSion for fome time. 
But it foon returned with accumulated force. One 
moment I blamed myfelf for yielding to the ardour 
of my lover, and the ivxpulfe of my alFeflion* the 
next, I was angry with myfelf for fuffering the leaft 
doubt of his honour to interrupt my preient deli- 
rium. I now was become a topic for fiumberlefs 
paragraphs in the public prints. But Mrs. Woffing- 
ton, as I have already, informed you, through her 
good wiflies to me, had anticipated that furprife 
which the event would otherwife have occafioned, . 

An attempt to gain the forgivenefe of Xord Ty- 
xawley, would have been attended with as great a 

* Alluding; tg what Lady Fanciful ivfi in the ill fcenc. 

prolpeft 
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-ppdCfe^ of &icc«fs^ as to remove the Colbfivi^ ^om* 
Rhodes to adiflant country, ^t the time it wa»s ftand^ 
isg. Hi^Lovdfliip, M/»ho had ftill an eye foF bcawty, 
Ind eftlifted under tlie baniwr of the bAf juft men* 
tioned, a ciroumftance thaf feemed likely to reo^r a^ 
recoucUlatiori the \efi att^nabie. 

Some<fe«bt« being wm cleared away, ^hicli Mr. 
Metham had harboursd^ with refpeft to my Ffgaa^ 
for kim, his fonk]k!ie(s> kfr me was carriedtio the moft 
extvavagafvt pktK He introduced me to^ tns (HleF, 
Mrs. Dives, and to all his friends ; and from the 
tender refpeft he (hewed me, joined to the uwift un- 
remitted attieivt^on, ei^ety one feemed convinced thai 
be intended to make me lus wife. 

My mother, from beings one of the pure o?t&s^ 
had changed her Ptiigioin to that of a M^^^^} anct^ 
being negenerattd^ was^ beoome too knmaciUate for 
me to hope thatmy error would mei^ with pardc^i 
foom her* I wrote to Nbfs^ O'Ham, who immedi- 
atidy faacou^t nte my ctoihos^ and omam^nls. But 
jsDf mother^ thinking I Aoutd have noodca^n fep 
nxmey^ now I had chofen a pretefior for myfelf^ 
Yssxy prudeiuiy kept that to conlble herfdtf with, du^ 
ring my ab&noce. I was ^in> hope« that gaining me a 
father*inJaw would have been a qonfe^uenee of my 
ilopenutnt J bmt Mr. Crump, I Ibwid, returned to 
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Ireland without a wife, and Captain Jahnfon ftill 
continued to aft as agent to Lord Tyracwley. 

Mr. Quin had always been averfe to the propofal 
made me by my Lord, of marrying Crump ; but hiy 
Lordffaip, judging from his own difpofkion.and con- 
duft, of his motive, had txAA him, that he fuppofed 
his oppofition proceeded from his being, interefled ; 
which filenced this bcft of friends, and prevented his 
ever after renewing the topic. He wrote to me, and 
indeed informed me, that though he couW not at 
prcfent wait on me, in compliment to his Lordftrip, 
he woddpay^ me a vifit in the fummer, when he fup* 
pofcd we fhould go into Yorkfliire. 

My beloved acquaintance, Mift St. Leger, war 
now oftener with me than ever; flie being privately 
courted by Major BuitOB» Mr, Metham's mofl inti- 
mate friend. This lady favoured me with her com- 
pany and countenance the more readily, as the Ma- 
jor had adbred her that his friend fully intended to 
marry me; an aflurance which quitted my sqoprehen^ ' 
fions relsnive to that wifiied-for event, for the p%^ 
fent. And the high opinion I bad of Mr. Metham's-, 
honour confirmed my hope^ But, unfortunateljr 
for us'b(Hh, I was not acquainted with his esq) rice.— J 
Tfat wom^n, who trufts her fame to the honour of ai 
man, has not only the chances arifing fmm f^iety 

againil her,, but flie has Ukewife much to fear fronk 
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YisJickUneJs of difpojition ; a foible natural to ninc- 
tenths of the fex. And when to thefe is added, the 
fear of that ridicule and contempt which cuftom has 
annexed to ^ pojl-marriagt^ (if I may foterm it) the 
probability is much againft her ever finding the ho- 
iK)ur flie trufted to genuine. " At lovers perjuries, 
** they fay, Jove laughs," exclaims the. great dra- 
matic developer of human nature, fuppofing the be« 
lief of the axiom to be univerfally eftablifhed. And 
if the vows of lovers are not, at the time, made with 
this refervation, fatiety, caprice or ihaine, whifper 
the unfettered fwain to take advantage of it. — Ex- 
ceptions, I believe, there arc ; but thefe, I fear, will 

be found to be but few. 

G. A. B. 
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Auguft 15, 1 

In a {hort time we went to York. Here Mr. Me- 
tham took an elegant houfe of Mr. Strickland. The 
reafon of this gentleman's leaving it was on account 
of his having juft loll his lady, and with her a good 
efiate. His aflFeftion not fuSering her to be waked 
•during her illnefs, to fign fome ffeed wluch was ne- 
ceilary, an efbite tjiat belonged to her went away at 

her 
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licr deceafe. This determined him to go abroad, to 
lament the lofs he had fuitained. 

The garden wall of our new houfc joined to a 
monaftery ; and the ground on which the houfe and 
garden Hood, had formerly belonged to it. This 
was a great ohjeEk to me, and I foon found it a fource 
of great comfort. For though my lover's fondnefs 
was unabated^ his numberlefs friends, and likewife 
his father, who lived forty miles from the city in 
which we refided, claimed fo much of his company, 
that 1 had very little of it. Being a keen fportfman, 
he was alfo very intimate with Lord Downe and Lord 
Burlington; fo that, except during the race week, 
I fcarcely t^Sff any human being but the fervants. 

I therefore efteemed myfelf exceedingly fortunate, 
in commencing an acquaintance with the chaplain of 
the adjacent feminary. This gentleman I found to 
be an honour to the facerdotal funSion. For learn- 
ing and good fenfe there were very few who exceeded 
him. Aij(J he preferred the quiet of the retirement 
he was now fituated in, to any preferment he could 
attain in the bufy world. To his kind inftruftions 
was I indebted for a return of thofe fentiments I had 
early imbibed in my loved cloifter at Boulogne.— ^ 
Sentiments replete with peace and fatisfaftion.— . 
Religion is the only rock on which the w*earied, reft- 
hh mind can fafely anchor, amidft the impetuous bil- 
lows 
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lows Off this ffttthiatnig' fife. — IF, now and dter, tRt' 
gentle breath of Zephyruy wafts' us- towards tfee wift— 
ed-for fftore, the prcrfpcrousrgale'id but Aefit-fired^ 
and foorr dies away. The rodier and raorc laAing 
Mafi» of Bottfasf fticceed, ancP drive Ae unmanageabhr 
bark' into alt the dangers of thetempefiu^tfs deep. 

The ladies befongrng tb the feminary ^ fiWI ob- 
jefied t?0' my vifits, as my eharafter was dotibtfuJ-; 
biit when I informed Mr. Bfeint, which was the nanwf 
of the chaplain, that I bad net t£e leaA doubt btit 
that Mr. Metham^s. B«iwur> which had never bee» 
qtieftk)jnfed, and his aficSbion fep me, wouM iinfoce 
hwH to fliafce me fionotiralrfe amends" fo<* tbedi%mees>- 
fill cloud in which he: had jfor the prefent Smmded^ 
me, r readily pnocorcd adnritttece among ^Aea.^^ 
I eouW have axSdcd, that a more fercthleihAicemfift# 
fSr tfre performance of hi* promife-, was* dhont to 
taie place; than even either of thefe; and that wa* 
the probabrKty of my prefcnting him with Vi&piBiae 
mfmniatarc\ an event that he expneffed the moft 
eameft define of feeing accompKffted. 
' The acquaintance I thus formed with this fociety; 
foon increafed to a cordial intimacy. The ladies 
joined to an exemplary piety, a chearfutaefs which 
IS always a fiire attendant on innocenee aiid virtue; 
and their company foon become » f6urce of happi- 
aefs to me, whic}i compenfated, in fome degree, for 

the 
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the fong' abfcnce of the man F loved. In foyne de^ 
jy^, I fajr; for thouglTf prudery and afieftation may 
wHhi to throw a veil over our paflion?^ 1 muft can- 
difly acknowledge, that to a foul diffelved by that 
fwect, and as yet unalloyed intercourfe, that fervenH 
k>ve, which fubfifted between Metkam and myfelf^ 
every^ other enjoyment afforded but a fubffituted 
fatisfa&ron, and would not ftand in competitioa 
with it. 

Upon the terrace of our garden there remained a 
dbOT which led into that of the convent. This door„ 
with the conftnt of the community, t ordered to be 
opened ; v/hrch procured me the happineft of two 
crthree of the ladies company, attended by the old 
gentleman, (who, with the wifdbm of age, flill re- 
tained the good humour and fprightlinefs of youth) 
IS often as a due attendance to the concerns of my 
family would admit, and whenever Mr. Metham's 
abfence rendered fome companions needful. 

Thefe ablcnces now became more frequent than 
ufual ; the Marquis of Rockingham, the Earls of 
Burlington and Scarborough, and Lord Downe, 
(baring his viiits by turns. Growfe-ftiooting claimed 
his attention in the Autumn, and himting in the 
winter. So that during the feven months we refided 
in Trinity -lane, York, I may with fafety affirm, that 
he was not at home for feven weeks, put his re« 

tum& 
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turns all together. It is true, he wrote to me con- 
ftantly during his abfenceSi and his letters glowec 
with afEpftion and fincerity ; but I could not help a 
laft remarking, that they bord<^red too much or 
adulation. 

I muft here, by way of relief to the rapid conti. 
nuation of my tale, entertain you with a droll cir 
cumftance, which happened in the race week, anc 
into which I was led by the remains of my natura 
vanity. A nobleman, who had a horfe to rufi foi 
the plate at York races, was at our houfe for fom< 
d^ys. As his Lordfliip was intitled by his rank tc 
the feat of honour, he of courfe, during dinner, fat 
at my right hand. But I could not help obferving, 
that his eye was con ftantly and fteadily fixed upon 
me. I took little notice of it at firft, thinking il 
was occafioned by the attraftive power of my charms, 
and that good manners would in time induce .his 
Lordfliip to behave with more decorum. Seeing, 
however, that my face was ftill the chief obje£l to 
which his eye was direfted, I grew much difcon- 
ccrted and abaflied. But having, at length, reco- 
vered from the little prudery I had contraQed in 
Ireland, I complained to Mr. Metham of the rude- 
nefs of his friend. He could not avoid fmiling whilft 
I made my complaint ; and, as a perfe6): acquittal of 
his Lordfliip from apy defign to ^ offend me, he in- 

fprmei 
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formed me, that the eye which had been always fa 
fteadily fixed upon me, and excited my alarms, was 
only an innocent glq/s eye, and therefore could not 
• convey any improper information; as it was im- 
movable all day, and refted at night very quietly 
upon the table. My vanity received a check by the 
incident, and I joined in the laugh which it had 
occafioned. 

On the fourth of December I was taken fo ill, 
that the nurfe who had been fome time with me, de- 
clared it to be my labour. Mr. Metham was then 
at Ferry-bridge, but was immediately fent for. On 
his return, he infilled upon fending for a man-mid- 
wife ; but this I would by no means agree to. My 
falfe modefty here vifited me a fecond time. And, 
as at firft, it had prevented me from clearing up my 
reputation after being carried off" by the Earl of — — , 
fo now it had like to have coft me my life. For the 
apprehenfions arifing frofti my delicacy, prompted 
me to fmother itiy pains, till my life was 'in danger ; 
which in the end brought on a forced labour, ani 
obliged me to have recourfe to that afliftance I had 
ftrove to avoid* 

It is a matter of great furprize to me, that as fe- 
male praftitioners in midwifery are in general inex- 
pert, women defer having an accoucheur^ till ne- 
ceffity obliges him to be called in. Thofe who, out 

of 
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•of a miftaken modefty, do this, npt orJy rifk jtte 
Jives of themfelvcs and infants, bul;, if difficulties 
fender it neceffary that a doftor (hould be^ called ijJ, 
are informed by it of their dan^er^ at a tiroe whoi 
no addition oiight to be made to their terror. And ' 
if, through their continued obflinacy, their. lives 
Ihould be loft, they are, in my ppimon, guilty of 
felf-murder. 

Tiie eleventh day of my iUnefs, my €ver»regpetted 
Ceorge .Metham firft faw th^ liglu; and, I may 
truly fay, ile/i me, in making: me the nK)ther of a 
man child ; ^s his lofs afterwards mot only deprived 
tne of a good child, but of a fineere and affeGtionate 
friend; and had death fpared-him. be would riQW, I 
doubt not, have made my old, age comfortable. 

Mr. Metham wais like/L.diilTia£led rmifinrtiU I.was 
pronounced to be om ^f danger. (He had wrote .tp 
TOy mother to intreat her to con^e ^ Yoi^k on ac- 
count of my illnefs ; which, to ,our mutuftifuqjrize, 
<he confented to. And. to herjpreJfence I attribute in 
.a great meafure, my recovering fo foon.as I did. 
.After her arrival, ,ftie never let my lover have a mo- 
ment's peace, whenever they were together, till he 
' promifed to make me his wife- And as Jiew^sa 
man of unblemifhed honour, (he refted; perfeQIy la- 
tisfied with tlir^ declai:atiQ;^ mid wm& recc^iciled tp 

She 
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She -now tj^nsfcrred all her attention and tender- 
«efs to my little .hoy. .Of this -fce^Mse a moft firik- 
ii^jH:oof, by fufferi?^ him ta.flecp m the fame bed 
vith rher, wh^i vhe had taken the finallrpox, hqu 
^ithfiaadii^ thefaad never had that xlreadful diibr- 
der, and was vciy ^ppreheufive of it. As the nurfe 
(bat-AicUed hsr Jittle^randibn was youx^, and con*^ 
feqwsntly inclined ^o Jieavinei^, ihe took this. afiefU* 
«nate jl^-ta4pF6ventaay dii^reeable \CQufe§[uenC€8 
4ifa^; might -arife iioni lier Acgligencc* 

G. A. B. 
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AbtOITT thfs tiinel wceivcd a letter from Mr, 
^Quin, •apologizing for not having kept -his promife 
in 'paying me ^ o?lfit during the 'fummer. *He at 
*the fame time informed 'me, thatilthough it.-wasfo 
'late in: fteTeafon,' he d^f^red I would;mafce all poffihle 
^hafte to Ijondon, as be had obtained an cngagemeat 
'for me, wftieh woiikl compenfete-for Mr. Rieh-siba- 
haviour the -preceding winter. -He told 'me that the 
proprietor had agreed #§-'giYe me feven pounds a 
we^k withafree-feenefit; andthat my falaiy was to 
conmienae from th^ opening df dae houfe. 
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Mr, Metham, who had ftayed at home from the 
beginning of my iUnefs, began now to find York 
very dull. He therefore languiflied to be in Lon- 
don ; and wiflied me to accept of the offer. I made 
ufe of all the arguments in my power to prevail on 
him to fuffer me to remain in a. retirement where I 
was fo happy ; and where we could live genteely 
upon the moft reafonablc terms. Though till our 
fettling at York, I had never been accufiomed to 
the management of a family, I had applied with fo 
much induftry to acquire a knowledge of it, and was 
become fuch an oeconomift, that our weekly ex- 
pences did not exceed three guineas. 

But neither the re^fons I couW urge, nor even 
that power I once flattered myfelf I had acquired 
over his heart, could now avail. Fortunate would 
it have been for us both had I fucceeded. But fate 
decreed it otherwife. And I was referved to fuffer 
calamities, of which had it been pofllble for me to 
have acquired a foreknowledge, the very apprehen- 
fion would have broken my heart, and prevented the 
completion of them.^ — Happy i« it for mortals that ^ 
they are not endowed. with a prefcience of their fu- ;, 
ture defliny. — ^The profpeQ in general would prove f 
fo gloomy, that it would make them wifh for their I 
diffolution, and too often tempt them to precipitate "* 
it,— Small evils would be magnified, by being viewed i 

through 
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through the alarming perfpeffive, to infurmoiintable 
ones ; and every pleafure loft in the fucceeding pain. 
We are therefore truly bleft in this ignorance. 

We did not fet off for town till the beginning of 
February, having been prevented by my weaknefs 
from undertaking the journey before. And the wa-* 
ters happening to be out as. we proceeded, tliis gave 
me fom^ further time to reco^'er ftrength. On our 
arrival we went to a. rcady-fumifhed houfe in Lifle- 
ilreet, Leicefter-field$, which 1^ been taken for us, 
where I fonnd two or three notes from Mr. Quiii, 
who had expefled me for feveral days. Soon aftei^ 
we were fet down, I fent to inform him that I was 
arrived, and he immediately anfwered my meflage in 
perfon. 

When congratulations were over, he faid, it vjas 
with the raoft Angular pleafure he could inform me, 
that fince my return to the flage had been publickly 
announced, tliere had been continual enquiries about 
me;, and the boxes taken for many nights. He ad- 
ded, that he. was concerned he had made the agree- 
ment for me, tliough he thought it a good one ai the 
tiiw^ But the eager defire of the public to fee jtnei 
gave him reafon to think, that had he not engaged 
his word, I might have made my own terms. .He 
further acquainted me, that Lord Tyrawlcy was gone 
to Ireland. 

VOL. II. E This 
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This intelligence relative to bis Lordfhip g^ve me 
pleafure, as I was fenfible thai there was but liule 
probability of my obtaining his forgivenefs ; efpeci* 
'ally as he had lately decked to Mr. Qum, that if 
Metham married me, he would never be reconciled 
to kiniy though he would not faylie could fo^ly for« 
get ?ne. As I was no ftranger to his Lordflnp's in« 
jlexibility, I was the lefii anxious about him. 

Steadiziefs of difpofition is certainly a commend* 
able virtue — ^and, oa the contarary, ia^^ahilivy is the 
^reatell weaknefs of human natiire. Having ma- 
turely weighed the tendency and propriety of any 
determination, if it be agreeabfe to that re£linide vfm 
ought never to lofe fight of,, no inducement what*- 
«ver, when it is once made, Ihould prevail on us te 
•deviate frpm it. 

By adhering to this exalted magnanimity, the he- 
roes of Sparta and Rome immortalized liieir namer; 
Av^hilft the great men of Egypt and Afia acquired but 
little glory, through their flothful inftability. That 
th^fe are the real fentiments of my mind, I have 
evinced upon many occarfions. Tliis firmnefs has 
been even produftive of all the wants I have expe* 
^ienced. I, Jiowever, can moft folemnly affirm^ 
that I never regretted my perfeverance in a refolu- 
tion, which, fome years after, deprived me at once 
of all the elegancies of life ; of refpeft— of enyy \tp^ 
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toi acc<»idt of my fuppofed happy fitiiaSon— rand 
'likewife, of fomettiing niore than common praifc 
^om thbfe who hoiioured me with their intimacy. 
Judging of iny >seFax:ity irdm the franknefs with 
W)hich I acknowlodge my errors, I flatter myfelf you 
will f»v<mr me with yom: teKef of this affertion. 

This topic of perjezjerance brings to my memory a 
conwerfatibn wiaich ^nce paSed between the Hon. 
Charies Townfend and myfelf on the fubjeft, and 
^hich, for the khe of the fingalar anecdote it con- 
tains, I ihsrH heg leave to repeat here. One day re» 
greeting that gentl^nan's inftability, he told me it 
was happy for the cotmtry .1 lived in, that my mind 
>%vas not incUned to mifchief ; for if it was, I might 
♦prove as dangesrous a member of fociety as the once 

admired Comteffe de — , who was put to the 

torture on the^Grieve at Lyons, for poifoning her 
elde/i fan, that the younger ^ for whom (he had a 
^greater afieftion, might inherit the family title and 
eftates. 

After having fuffi*rcd the torture of the rack herfelf, 
the 'Comteffe was feated in a chair on the Grieve, 
whilft her ion underweftt the fame punifhment in or- 
♦der to extort a confefficm from him ; and flie beheld 
the agonies of her darling child with fuch amazing 
fortitude and compofure, that the fpeflators not only 
thought her guiltlefs, but in all probability would 

E 2 have 
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have canonized her, had not die fon at laft pleaded 
giiiltjr. Having done this, he wa& taken from the 
rack and placed clofe by his mother, till be {hould 
be fo far recovered as to able to relate the particu- 
lars of their crime: when, to the allonifliment of 
the furrounding multitude, the Comteffe drew a knifie 
which flie had fecreted, and ftuck it into the heart 
of her child, faying at the fame time, with an audi- 
ble voice, " Meurs, fils! indigm d'unt telle Tner'^!*** 
So great was the general confternation at this fudden 
and refolute aft, that the executioner had not pre- 
fence of mind fufficient to prevent her from plung- 
ing the fame weapon, which was reeking with the 
blood of her favourite boy, into her own bofom.— 
The relation of this ftory filled my mind with horror. 
Nor was I v&ry well pleafed with the applicaticHi of 
it ; as 1 was confcious^ that howievdr determined I 
ufually was in a good caufe, my difpofitioo was fo 
humane, that I would not willingly hurt a fly. 

When I made my appearance at the theatre, my 
fuccefe was greater than even my moil fanguine 
hope^or Mr, Quin's converfation, gave me reafon 
to expeft. This caufed the beautiful Mrs. Woffing- 
ton to burft with envy,- as flie had now left tlie foc^ 
' for the bufkin. 

t ■ 

* Die, fon, unworthy qf fuch a mother. 

My 
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My being .obliged to pfey fo often, before I was 
perfeftly recovered from my late indifpofition, fo 
much affrfkd iliy health, that I was pronounced to 
be in what is ufually termed a gallop iag confump- 
tion. Mt' Quin having a greisit partiality far DoKar 
ThompfOn, to him 1 had recourfe for advice. Thi^ 
fon of iEfculapius obtained a knowledge of the fci- 
ence of J)hyfic by intuition ; and though he had not 
received the afTiftance of a regular education, his 
pra£lice was attended with very great fuccefs, which 
wa» ii^mpte pior^fying to the regular bred profef- 
fors. - 

DoQor Thoniplpn*s was an eccentric charaCter, 
but a pleating on^^ His oddities rendered him fome* 
ivhat (iipilar to that of Sterne's uncle Toby, only 
-their hobby -horfes were of a diiferent nature. The 
iingplsMfity pf his difpoGtion, joined to the opinion 
he enteitained of his ftill, ]in4uced the great Mr. 
Winningtpn to give him an invitation to live in the 
hopfe wi|h him ; which added not a little to the illi- 
beral a^fe, and fcurrilous denominations, that were 
beftowed upon faiai. Do£ior Thompfon, however, 
in a (hort time reftored me to health, and Mr, Me- 
tham to bisienfes, who had been almoil diftraded, 
and contuiually reproaching himfelf as the caufe of 
my ipdifpofition, by perfuading me, againft :ny in- 
dinaxion, to cope to .town. .,j 

£3 About 



Aboot thft time Mr* Rich got up anew pawfa^ 
mime, whidi he called ** The Fair," the moft indif- 
ferent entertaifiment of that ^cieshe isad ever fa- 
bi:ic^ted. Iti it he introduced a celebra^ wiitt^ 
dancer; a meafure wbieh greatly difgufted iJk. Qimil 
So much ^ifpleafed was tbiii gemleirian, tfas^ arftfer 
faying it was an in/ili offiercd ib a Theatr«-fto)^r«o^ 
put it upon a footing wifih Sadfer's-Wefis^, he decla-^ 
red, that, if the event took place, he wouhl not ap^ 
pear in any piece that ftoidd precede it. Mr. Ri^h^ 
who was, as I hate already &id, die *!oft r^e^e'oi 
men, when once his natural indolence had permil^tcel 
him to form a refoluiion, however, perCftcd mv it^ 
and it was accordingly brought out» 

In order t:o make her court to the great man, Mrs^ 
WofEngton likewife tefufed to appear. lib. Quln 
had noi, at (hat time, come to an open rupture with 
her. The refufal of this lady was reckoned 4hfr 
more extraordinary, and drew on her the greater 
degree of cenfure, as there was a report current, that 
when a child flie had been what is ufually termrf a* 
Tkake-weight to Madam y felante, the fiift wire-dartcer 
that ever appeared in Irdand. n 

Mr. 'Rich having mfetwkh this opp»frti6n fircHfli^ 
two of Ms capital performers, began to be appre* 
henfive that I fliould foth>w their example. But I 
foon put aft end to the manager's apprehenfKHis on 
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Alt {core; for as I always confidered it to be a duty 
incumbeot on every performer to ftibmit to the di- 
re£lioa of their eiBplbyer, in all his jufiifiable com« 
mands, I infoitncd him^ I had never entertained a 
thought of that nature. At the fame time^ as Mr. 
Lee tfae^ beloi^ed to tfae coiari^ny^ I advifed him to 
revirethe play of ** Romeo and Jiiliet/' as altered 
hy Mr. Sberid^Oi^ from Otway's ** Caius Marius," 

This advi<(te Mt. Rich purfued^ and found it to> 
anfwer Ms pui^ofe, as that piece ran many nights. 
And on his requefting me U> ^pear iSq>oa the flage 
Id the pantomime, I readily compHed ; and neyer 
received Sath reiterated applanfe in any c&arafler 
I ever perfonned. The futcefs the manager met 
with in the prolecutioa of hk plm» notwithAandin^ 
their oppofition to it, made the two feceding per- 
fbnners^ I have raafon to believe^ heartily repent of 
their nice^; for ais ii i«aievident f r^im ibe inceiFant 
pbiMdiis the audknce beAawed upon me, that they 
aipij^oved of my oonqplis^ce, it is but reafonable ta 
iiq^ofe tiicy were difpicafed at the nan-appear^ce> 
of Mr. Quin and Mrs. Woffington. 

Mr* Quin had for fbme time enteftained a difiike 
to Mrs. Woffin^on, which now increafed, as.\ na 
longer fought her battles with him ; and upon his 
refufing to graQt a rcqueft at her benefit, which he 
thought unreafonable, flie was illiberal ecough to 

E4 fay 
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fay fometliing difrefpeflfur of his mother ; who haef 
been many years in the grave. The old gentleman, 
irritated by fo unwarrantable an attack, told her in 
the public green-room, that it would be wronging 
the afhes of the dead lo call her Sarah Malcomb* 

• 

All the gentlemen prefent, even to her own admir- 
ers, laughed at the appellation beftowed upon herr 
for, from' a perfon fo famed for wit as Mr. Quin, 
every trifle pafFes as fuch, and is fuppofed deferving 
of a laugh. Stamp but the effigy of a prmce upon 
lead, and it paffes current. 

Mrs. Woffington, befides hei^ allowed beauty and 
figure, had certainly a itrpng natural underllanding ;* 
but it was uncultivated. She feemed to' build her 
fame for wit upon what is vulgarly called Black-^^ 
guardifm. Having given ^ffence to Mr. Quin, fhe 
was led to believe that be would prove an inveterate 
enemy to her. A fuperficial know^ledge of tihiit great 
and good* man jnight lead a perfon irito fuch an er- 
ror; but a more intimate acquaintance with his dif-- 
pofition woidd convince them that he was iticapaifail^- 
of rancour. His fentiments^ Aougli hid under the 
rough manner he had affumed,lwoUld have d6ne ho- 
nour to his ov^t^ Cd5/^; for, by all accounts, he ex- 
ceeded the original *. . ? ./ i 

4 

* Mr. Booth, to whom each party, wilhing to have him of their 
fi<!lc, made ttncommoa prcfents. * * 

. . By 
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By an attention to the aQions of a man can we 
alone judge of , his real charafter. — Under a ftem 
countenance and morofe manners, is often found, as 
in the inftance before us, a benevolent, humane, and 
honeft heart.-^Whilft the fmile, the bow, the fqueeze 
by the hand, the ready promife, an^ all the grimace 
of aCFefled courtefy^ too frequently conceal the dark 
defign&ig, avaricious, unfeeling villain. — ^But how- 
ever pleafing the more fpecious demeanour of the 
latter may be, one ounce of plain fincerity of the 
former (to make «fe of a proverbial phrafe) is worth 
a pound of it. - 

The fituation of Mrs. Woffington being rendered- 

uneafy, by the jealoufy of her lover at home, and 

the anxiety of the one abroad ; and: at the theatre, 

by the envy of her own mean mind, and her difap- 

pointment from Melpomene's refufal to admit lier 

as a favourite, fhe took dudgeon, and fct off for 

Dublin; where her beauty alone would in fure her 

fiiccefs. 

G. A. B- 
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At the approach of my benefit, I.received a card 
&om Mifs Conway, defiring me to attend at Lei- 

£ 5 ccilcj- 
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cefler-houGe the next day» as thdr Royal Uig&nefles 
tjie Prince and Princefs of WaJes intended me the 
honour of a comniaiid upon my night« So flatter- 
ing^ diAinflion, you m^ be affured, was highly 
pleafing to me ; and I was happy ia obeying tba 
mandate. 

Whilft I was there, I was witnef3 to a mark of 
the moft diilinguifiied innate good breeding I ever 
law. Her Grace the Dutcfaefs of Chandos hsbd been 
lately introduced at court. This l;idy was beautiful, 
to a degree ; but as the Duke had devated her from, 
the loweft obfcurity to his bed and title, no great 
expeftations were to be formed of her politenefs or 
accomplifliments. But natural endowments fome- 
times atone for the want of thefe ; of which this in- 
fiance is a proof. The fun happened to ihine full, 
^pon her Royal Highnefs, and appeared to be raitfaer 
troublefome. Upon which the Dutcbefs, with a 
grace which would have done honour to a lady bom 
and bred in a court, croITed the drawing-room, with 
the greateft eafe, let down the lattice, and returned 
to her place.--The confiil^ratenefs of the thought, 
and the elegance of her Grace's manner as flie car- 
ried it into execution, made an impreflion at the time 
on my mind, and ellabliflied in it a favourable opi- 
nion of her dq}ortment ever after. 
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IV |)Jay':cho& hy ihm Rbyal Mighneflbs, ya» 
** The Siege of E>aii3albus;'' in which Mr. Quiii. 
was uacommosilx capital ia the character <^ CsdecU 
So much fo^ iAdeed» was he* ^at be feemed d&^dilf 
to enjojr hi» profhet^s paradi/e whilll on eaitfa. Un* 
fortunately £E>r myfelf^ as ^well as the public, hi» 
Royal Highneb was taken ill before the night of my 
benefit arrived, and in a &w d^ys expired. The 
dieatre of coUrfe was &at,up for fome time, and the 
beaefiu protnadied^ 1%is occafioned the houfe to 
continue open longer than ufuidi. ^ 

Daring the time of the fecond mourning for his 
Itoyal Highndfsi^he following ludierous event hap-, 
pened. The juftly celebrated Colley t!tibber being 
one day in the green-^ootn, and obfcrving his fon 
to enter, dreffed in a btdck fatin coat and breeches, 
wiA tMte fatin apparamenis^ and a waiilcoal! trimmed 
with filvcr frogs, he inquired of him what ehiirafter 
lie performed that night. To which the^^2^»^ man, 
who had now attained his jiftielh yeai*, replied, 
" None, Sir.** ^ 

Streck with the oddity of his appearance^ the fa« 
ther, having taken a pinch of fnuff, with a very fo- 
lemn air, fuch as would have become Six Novelty 
Fafliion, then afked him what made him appear \i\ 
fo fii^Iar a drefs ? ** Tafte, Sir, tafte," anfwered 
the youth, with his ufual pertnefs. Upon which the 

£ 6 fire, 



§4 T H E L I FE O t 

fire, \feing now Highly exaipeiated at the abftM^Ity 
and: impertinence of the fon, ekclaimed, with the 
jaoft fovereign contempt in his tone and manner. 
•• Thin, I pity yon !" «* Don't pity me^ Sir," replied 
Thoophilus, turning upon hit heel, at the fame time, 
^ith the utmoft eflFronteay, **,Pity my tailor." : / 

As another trait of tihis geotlemaB^s chara£ler, I 
muit inform you, ihat he had JikJi a paflioa for.be-. 
ing talked of, that, he inquired of his fervant \4d1at 
the world faid of him; and ^>onlhedom^ic*« teM 
ling him that they did not .entertain the moil favour-; 
able opinion <rf .him, the Fojppington of the time re- 
pli€4, "Well ! Jet the«» but fpteak of me >t alii, and' 

-«' i ftall be ftrtisfcd." . f; - m 

. When this oddity was formed, Nattire certainly . 
was not in the beft of humours ; as he was not able, 
like Mt., Collins* (of whom I think I have formerly 
made mention) lo bi^^^i^ her lUftral gift$^ To a 
fhort fquat figui^, was. joined an enormous head,; 
with the roo'ft frightful facfc I ^ver: beheld. The lat-. 

» 

♦ Whilft I had a fhare in conducting the Edinburgh Theatre, 
this gentleman ap)>1icd to me, among many others, to be engaged, 
llis application was-madc by letter, and thus ^gan. V* Cons c i out 
'' OF NAT47ii£'f LiB£RAi« ciFTS, I apply. to you for an engage* 
" mcnt." And upon my writing to inform him, that I was ready 

engage him at two guineas a week, I was honoured, by the next 
^(l, with the following laconic cpiftle, *' I tan only fay, with 
** Archer, I Jive belter as I<ua," 

ler 
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enddwmeht was, indeed, frequently of ftrvke to 
liim ; as, in his a3tng; ht made uglinefs to paft for 
grimace: befides yt^nch, he fubflituted pertnefs and 
aflurance for wit. and humour, il fcarcely n^ed to 
inform you, I fuppofc, that this extraordinary cha- 
ra£ler was unfortunately drowndd in his paffage to 
Ireland, and that his body was afterwards taken up 
on the coaft of Wales^ . embracing his favourite dul- 
cinea. 

I muftbeg your patience whilft Ifinifhmy piflur^ 
of this ftrange perfonage, by adding, that he was a 
compound of meannefs and extravagance. He was 
profufe .without being generous ; and would bbrrow' 
money from every one of his contemporaries (not- 
withfUnding he had a very confiderable appoint, 
roent) and that without the fmallefi intention of ever 
repaying thera. 

The regard I had for his father introduced him to 
me. But his demands were fo frequent, that, at 
length, tired out, I gave him a fum, that he mighi 
never borrow oim& agaia. I muft juft obferve, that 
moll perfons, particularly loo many of thofe belong- 
ing to the theattes, have ^oa^ chara£lers. How dif* 
ferent this from the inimitable Shutcr ! who, tliottgh 
he fell a viftim to his inebriety, had a heart fraught 
vith eveiy focial virtue ; and was fo generous, that 

he* 
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be could never fuffer diftrefs to ga uAretiieved» a& &f 
As lay ia his power, wiiik he poflefled t (hilUng. 

How amiable fuch a chara3er, when contrafted 
with the portrait I have juft been drawing ! One pof* 
fefled of an open^ getieious dii^xifition^ ever ready^ 
to extend hia hand to the relief of the unfiovtunate^ 
and no perfon'senemy but his own ; the other aaeaQ^ 
felfiihy and artiful^ always upon the watich. tO) take 
advantage of the beneyolent and unfufpicious, and 
ifver invdoped in duplicity and fid£dliood. But as 
they are both gone to receive the rew^d of dieii) 
a&ions» I fliould tot thus have pointed out the con^ 
traft, had it not been from a hc^e, that the docur 
ment may prove inftni£lxve. 

Mr. Metham's love of play grew more violent 
every day ; and my being to much at the theatre 
gave him the more frequent opportunities to indulge 
this propenfity^ as it prevented him from flaying at 
home* At'the conclufion of the feafon, I retired to^ 
a fmall hoafe at Knightfbridge, and he w^nt inta 
Vorkfhire, where my mother had continued with my 
little George. The Honourable Mr. Brudeneli, who 
was an intimate friend of \Mr. Metham's, was kind 
enough to fupply me widi what moitey I had occa- 
fion for during hisabfence. Tliis was not a very 
large fum, as I law but little company, having no 
acquaintances in town* 

But 
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3ut Mr. Metbam having, met vriftb anqve focce& at- 
play, during bk exonrfion into the cooatiy, than ke 
expeOed, he ca^Doe to tovm fooner tlian lie int^ided, 
and took a laige houfe in King-fireet, St. James's. 
He then~fet up an equipage, and lived in a ftite, that' 
twice his fortone. ^ras not adequate to. - Our hoiB^ 
foon became the vafott of all tiie yioung people of 
iafhion in town ; ai^d as^ Mn. Dives's family, vifiied 
me, the ladies with whom I had been acquaitiied be- 
fore my conijiefiioit ^widi Mr<. MeAam, mMle no ob«r 
jefiUoa to renew tfacprvifif«« ^ . 

At this period, itbe femoos contefted ele^^oh be^ 
twe^i LopdTfcniluna andSir Geoi^Vandeputwa^ 
carried on with the greateft paity 2eal ever known. 
And a company of Freiich playeis having come over 
to e?^ibit at the Iktle theatre in the Hay-Market, his 
Lord(hip's patronizing them raifed a popular cla- 
monr againft him ; and it was made a motive £or 
keeping up the Oppofitioni longer than itothejfwife- 
woidd have been. I, is weil as moft of my acqtraint- 
ance, was as anxious for the fucce(s of bis Lordship, 
as if the fate <if the nation depended i^n it^ I^ Tent 
a fervant every iKilf hour to the huftings, to enquire 
how the poll went on ; to which an a^fwer was re* 
turned me by Captain Shaftoe, oir fome of the gen* 
tiemen on the fame (ide of the queftion. . I gave 

public br^fafts on the occafion. And though; ta 

thfi 
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the beft of my knowledge, I had'ne\'er feen liis Lord* 
fliip, yet I was as warmly intiirefted for him, as\if I 
had been honoured with his friendihip. 

I muft here ftop a miiiute or two, as I ufually Ido 
when $my incident excites refle£lions in my miud, 
juft to make a few remarks on the party zeal I have 
been giving an account of.f-^Buring a .'contefied elec- 
tion, how many are there whofe principles are built 
upon no wifer a foundation than my own, merely 
upon accident I^-Biafled by interefied friends, influ- 
enced by popular clamour, or perhaps excited by 
lefs fubftantial r^afons, people rulhhieadlong into the 
conteft: and then fafewel to reafon and moderation* 
Pirejudices are now entertained; intimacies diffolved; 
advl the deareft friends, if they happen to difier in 
fentim^t, know one another no longer.^ — ^The co^ 
loilr of a ribbon can give birth to the moil uncha- 
likable idefisv The wearer of it, thofugh a perfeft 
firanger^ is fvippcfed to poflefs ev/ery bad quality,' 
and deierving pf Bridewell, if iK)t of the flames.—- 
Drunkenne/s, riot, noif^, confufion, maims, wounds, 
and ipurder^ are too often the confequences of thefe 
pai:ty-£euds.-*-:And. all for what? The choice of a 
per/bn for a repfefentative, who, |>efhaps, tl^e mo- 
ment his el,eftion is gained,, does jnot care a ftraw for 
you or your whole generation ; and who, as foon as 
be .enters the doors of St. Stephen's Chapel, deferts 

the 
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Ae very caufe you had been fo zealous to fupport.— 
Zeal, tempered by moderation, is undoubtedly aU 
lovrable on tliefe occafions ; but when carried to ex-^ 
tremes, is deferving of cenfure. The foregoing ob- 
fervations, I -own, do not well become the pen -of 
a woman ; but as my own conduA has given rife to 
them, and truth cannot come amifs from any pen, I 
will e'en hazard them. 

. Dmring the ele£Hon, the following ludicrous event 
happened, which, I doubt not, will afford you the 
fame entertainment it did. me* Mr. St. Leger, the 
gentleman I mentioned in a former letter, who be- 
haved with.fuch impropri<f|y to me at the theatre^ 
being juft returned from his travels, camcfto pay me 
a morning vifit. With a good underflanding, a fine 
figure, and a handiome face, he had in his mannei: 
a good deal of the q^contb^ which h^d received nd 
little addition from his having made the grand tou^ 
Indeed, he was as highly finiihed as the fine gentle« 
man in " Lethe." 

As I never enter into any concern that I intereft 
myfelf in ^y halyes,. but purfue it with my whole at- 
tention, my impatience one inorning carried me to 
the window, to fe^ifthe mercury I had; di^tphed to 
the huftings was upon his return ; when, who (hould 
I fee at the extremity of the ftreel, but Mr. St. Leger^ 
accoutred as the complete fine gen^eman. He had 

oa 
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©n a white fifftout, with a crimTon cape, a Frencfe 
waiftcoat^ \\x&hzit en pafiHotey a fieatlier in his hat, » 
Qouteau dc chaffe by his fide, with a fmall cane hang« 
ing to his buttsuai^ and attended by two Italian grey^ 
hounds. 

As hetame nearly oppofite the boufieij e^iying me 
at the window,, he calted out to me, *' B^nm nauveiU A 
*« Bonne nouvelle /" A fcavengec'e ca^ being clofe 
by, the fellows left their employment td look at diis» 
phaenomenon; When viewing him with great ear- 
fteftnefs, ^ne of them cried to the okSa^u ^ Tom V 
•* fmoke Mr . Red-heel^**^ }ifr.St.Leger, wh<>pof. 
fe@ed as imsch perfonal courage, with proportionable 
ftrei^h, as any man in England, no (boner bearcl 
diis mfuh, than Itepping lo tlie feHow, he^axight 
him ^, and fairly chueked him into Kis ewn rart. 
Having d^e this,, he walked itt irttih •Aj'Bug; jfr(jtt^ 
that was not to be expcAed ih the^odbfi mind; after 
fechan adventure. He then joined my compan^^ 
who had been highly entertained by the incident^ 
wkh the fame eompofore. 

After enquiries rdaiive td the efeftibn, which pof^ 
feffed the firft' pla^re incur 'thooghts, and of otir fnc- 
ce(s, inwdich he bronghtf the jbyfM tidings, Mr- 
St. Leger tofel us, among other feughable ftories, the 
following adventnve, whidt had befSaHcn him the 
night before. Being in the front boxes at Drury- 

Lanie 
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* l^atre, he r€te?arkfeittat Woodward (having. 
Um in the Pai^, as fae ^ftenfards ibuird) had 
ed a ch«ra(6ter he appeared in exaftly in the 
: fuithe then had ons. Juft under him, in the 
fa^t a lioft*, (as fce c^pteflfed himfelf) with a C2i^^ 
♦er wgott; whi^, bfeing amazed at the fimrK-- 
,' with ai! dhe hcmeft fiaqplkitjr of a citizen,^ 
cd firil at the a3or, and" then at Hm,. with m 
^flion of altomfbment in his coQittenance, that 
eafed the travelled gentleman* St. Leger, there- 
without any hefitaftion', tdd him, that if he 
*d tis head rbund once more, iie would rejfent; 
a manner that fliould not be Tery pfeafing ta 

he gaping citizen, however, pcrfifting, St. Le* 
with the fame nonehedanethe had jaft given us a 
ffzian 6f in die aflPatr with the dnfttnan,. featchedf 
tis pompotn \^ig, and fiung it on the flage ; fey- 
doud at the fjone time, *'^1 give that feHowycni' 
e ikere^* (pointing to Woodwurd) " leave to 
ke me off; but let metell you, friend„ tbatnd 
How-cfaandter or fosp-boikr ftall Sn^A hnnfeiP 
nay expeiice, witii ittipimity.'^ Hon6ft Jdhtr 
wd& ititae^ grieved- to^ lee his^hWn^-going wi^- 
ed with fo"' much indignity, and would fearve re« 
id die affit>tit \ but being infonned that he had 

' * A term at that time in vo|;ue for a ctt. 

miftakto 



Jt THE Lrl;f E Of fe 

xnillaken his man, and tba^,^ iiafie^d of tke puppy hH 
oad fuppofed hitn from brs (frefi to be; his antago- 
nift was the fighting St. Leger, te ytrf quietly co- 
vered his pate with his pocketwhandk^chief^ to the 
inexpre{&bleentertainme,ntpf diofe'afoundhim ; and 
fitting down, wsuted very patiently :tiil the eonclu-' 
fion of the piece^ for th^ recovery ©f l^s^yig, which 
had thus fuffered for its, mailer's impertinence.— Aa^ 
foon as the play was over, Mr. St. Leger went be- 
hind tbp fcenes, with the; fame unconcern, and taking 
the ^^or i|^ho bad pf:rfonated hrm kii>djy by the hand^ 
pnly. fi^d^ **. Ah Wppd^vard i . yoii have been* veiy 



^ , c^iok upon- me !•** 



The gaining our ele£lion, joined to this gentlo^ 
mjEin^s fellies, which had the appearance of wk, put 
the whole compaiiyjoitQ. great' good humoui-vr Ta 
die fpregoiifg jftory bf add^ a,;v^ry pleafknt rebubon« 
of ,hi$ travels, I ^d recounted numb^erlefs inftaiices m 
whipbhe had met witbhair^I^readth efcapes. > < 

From him i learnt, that his filler's ill ftate of 
)^lth made it neceffnry for her to go to the foutb 
of F^jaaq^i^ to ^hich I^ord ^and Lady Po,£ieri^ile had 
acfiomp^p^d her. . TThiS' w|ts . ^ great >nK>rtific^ion to 
me,; as I r^)y{Ioved her, and. bad beon long jbon 
noured with her confidence. I rfecolle^ed with plea- 
f|Lr^ qaxr little parties; in the attic ftorey of Lord 
Donerailf's houfe in Soho-S(|uarek They were much 

talked 
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ta^ed of that time, and very great interefl; was made 
by many men of fefliion to Mife Gonway and my- 
felf, to get iiiem admitted to thofe feftive parties. 

I had prevailed upbn'Mifs StV Leger, before IHe 
went abroad; to ctirlfult Doftor Thompfon, who had 
provecf fuccdbful in Vcftoring me to health, when I 
was affliftW With flie faihie complaint. But the un- 
fortunate fevehtof Mr. winningtoh's death prevent- 
ed it from being praflicable. This great man, dur- 
ing hisillnefs, obllinately perfifted in not having 
any other advide than that of his favourite Thomp- 
fon, left the regular phyficians fliould refufe to aft 
with tdmv He lat length died ; and his death made 
a very great iioife^ as, from his being a real patriot, 
his lofs.was a piAJic concern. The phyficians made 
no fcruple of charging his death to the ignorance of 
Thomfrfbh. This accufetion, united with the cha- 
grin occafioned 1^ the deceafe df his friend, was too 
much for his fenfibility to ' bear. They turned his 
brain; and I had Ihfe uiihappinefs to hear, that my 
reftorer had left this envious world to join hr^ patron. 
An event which gave great j6y to the legitimate fons 
of i£fculaptu8 ; who had every reafoh to fear, from 
his extenfive knowledge afid unexampled fuccefs, (it 
fcarcely having ever failed but in' the melancholy in- 
ftanch juft mentioned) a confiderable decreafe in 
their praftice. G. A. B. 

LET- 
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Tl HE expenccs which; rIS3r. Metham hfid kyudki- 
•^ufly fallen mto« jflVQlved^imnat^a, little, «jid a;ed-» 

4ered it neceflaiy fot^hip I9[^j^v^ 5^?rif-) « Jfe. bi^ 
4ntrodm:ed to mes^ ainiable fiief^cj^tiohj^^ 
Marquis d^ Verm^iiU and Jikewi£& Madam Bii^Uianti 
one of the performer thajt <:ajxz£,ovc»',xn the Frqach 
troop^ con;du6kd by MQn£ Mpnapety which had been 
-treated with fo little urb<Uxity hj^^ the mobUi^y. 

I hjstd now con.tra£led a tafie, &i: ^cpepce ; and; 
"Wfithout confidering that I was npt ^nt^d to gratify 
it ec^uaJlywith the pcifo«ist>f ia(bipn,wi|Lh.whom I 
lAi'as intimate, could i^t dii|ik of cuihiag the fux>peiiL« 
£ty. — So do habits <)f this nature creep and ciseep 
upon us by degrees, lill th^ become too :^£0»g >fbr 
reafon and, prudence tQmadlev. And sbOtibiag but 
the fatal confefuenfies \^hich npitui»lly re&ik iroat 
them, can xeftose the mind to its wonted tone*— 
When4he {boke comes^ the worJd takes the alarms 
^nd cenfurcs are bellowed oapcm us froisateyeiy quar* 
ter; without its beifig confidered,, that iJbet infatua« 
tion has ftcden upon ussUy imp€rceiY4ble advances, 
clouded our perception^, hoodwinked our judgement^ 
and brought on a total Uindn^fs to ihe cohmhor 
evils. 

Without 
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Wkhoul having fegaxd to tbe expeisce, I now 
look a houfe at fitichmand. One inducem^it waL% 
^hat Lord Tyiasvlcy Tiad latdy returned to England, 
«nd fdCded at that delightful village. Notwithfland^ 
mg I well knew Ms LocicHhip's iisfl^c&biHty, as I hav^ 
already ofaEsTMsd, fome gliemmering hopes ^v^d now 
and then nfe ia my mind, that ^le regard he once 
had for me vrottld vtkindte, and induce tiim to re^ 
ibre me to his ^bur. I had the more reafon to 
hope this, as Mr. Metham was now abient ; and his 
permittiiig his two nephews and his niece to live 
vnith me^ gave the world aiTurance, thact if I was not 
jsdready his wife, ho meant to make me lb. 

The French players were fo reduced, from the 
little encouragement they met with, that they had 
nothing tofubfift on. I therefore let on foot a fub«« 
fcription, and vdkkd a confiderable fum for them.-^ 
But, by a chain <»f difagreeable ctrcumftances, the 
Brilliant was left in the greateil diftrefs. I therefore 
•complimented her wilh an apartment in my houfe itt 
towui^ which ftio gladly accepted, tilhflie caukl,pro» 
t:ure an engagement in fome company in her own 
country. 

Soon after my arrival at Uichttiond, 1 had theiiap- 
pinefs to eflfeS a reconciliation with Lord Ty rawley. 
And it was fortunate for me that I did fo, as his 
4)ounty was very needful to me at this time ; for, 

notwith- 
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fiotwithftanding my. falary, which was a handfome 
©nc — the emoluments of my benefit, which were 
great — and the generofity of Mr. Metham, which 
was Unlimited, I frequently found myfidf without a 
guinea; a ciccumflance far ffx>m pleafing to adifpo- 
iition like mine, to a hesut fufc^tible of no gratifi- 
cation equal to that of relievang thc^ necefiiities of 
others. — Of all the pleaf^res i\m ivsoM can beflow, 
that of giving is certainly the moft exquifite and fa- 
tiifaftory. More real happinefs refults from it, than 
can enter into the imagination of the felfifli. Like 
Mercy, "it is twice ble(red;,it bleffeth him that 
*• gives, and him that takes.'* And if the advantage 
lies on either fide, it is on that of the giver. I claim, 
however, no merit for<he little afliftance I have been 
able to beftow on others. It was an irapulfe of na- 
ture that / could not refift. It was an impulfe of na- 
ture that I wifiied not to refift. And though tq the 
prefent hour J labour under many and great incon- 
veniences, from the indulgendies of this liberal dif- 
pofition, inftead of regretting it, I blefs the great 
Giver t that he has favoured me with fo large a por- 
tion of his own beneficence. 

The Marquis de Vernieul was Uyely, 4:hough one 
of theAcademie Royal. Lord Tyjrawley , to whom I 
introduced him, was much pleafed with his com- 
pany, arid my little houfe in the vineyard was al- 

wa)'s 



xHroWdei I had with me, befid^s my tnvn fa- 
thewiddw 5f Mr.toelany, and Mifs Hilyard, 
l^bfer df librd Fi^Cfdferick CaVendifli, who ftiadc 
a ptoEci^nCy in dkiicing, that fhe afterwards 
[red witli ^reat -eclat lipon the (kge. And 
rh'fte'waS for from h^ndfome, flie might have 
1 1i^ fortutie, had'Ae b^n inclined to enter this 
if galtattf iy. 

moft Itidi<$r^ii8 anecdote of this youhg lady's 
<er }oft oeciirs to toy meftH^ry, the relation of 
li will make heir<Jrace of Queenfberry appear 
fi^ liio^e extrtK)rdinary pbiht of view than any I 
hitherto ^kioed her in. 

rs. Hily^rd having the hoflour of being woman 

rGraL<?e, thfe 'Dutch^fs, ofte day, after looking 

b&ie ilibmiehGs very earneftly at her, told her, 

iinle& file inilantly complied with what (he was 

t to propofe to her, flie would difcharge her 

lieir f(rtrvice. The poor woman, anxious to 

e her lady, and at the fame time to retain her 

I, told her Grace, that flie was ready to obey 

:#mmands in whatever lay m her power. But 

Was htr aflonifhment, -when ftie heard her lady 

ofa her inttttedisitely having her fore-teeth pulled 

It Was ifn Vain for Mrs. Hilyard to remonflrate, 

!cn6w her Gface's difporfition too Well, to hope, 

flie would iiot cafry her intention, cruel as it 

F was. 
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was, into execution, Prefcring, therefore, her in- 
tereft to her beauty, fhe fubmitted to have one of 
her upper, and one of her under teeth drawn, and 
fcfteemed herfelf fortunate to come off at fo cheap a 
rate ; for her Grace had at firft infilled on having 
the whole of her front teeth taken out ; but either 
foftened by the tears of her fuffering attendant, or 
confcious of the abfurdity of the. injunftion, flic 
cCompounded the matter whi III ihe was under the ope- 
rator's hands, and was fatisfied with the eradication 
of two. 

It was one day propofed by the Marquis, -that we 
fliould engage the affembly-room, in order to per- 
form fome French plays. This we accordingly fet 
about. The two Mifs Merediths, with whom I was 
ftill intimate, fpoke French hke natives ; and fo did 
.my twx) vifitants. Thefe ladies, with myfelf, made 
a tolerable company, without the aid of the Marqui^. 
But he joined us, and I likewife fent for Madam 
Brilliant, who completed our number; and in a 
ihort time we were able to perfonn Andromache, 
Zaire, and the Atalia of Racine. 

Our frolick was, however, attended with no little 

expence ; for we not only entertained the nobility 

and gentry with a mental feaft, but, to fliew the libe- 

»xality of our difpofitions, we treated them, likewife, 

tivith all the delicacies the feafon would produce. — 

Thefe 
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Thefe we procured from London ; and I w«i3 as 
happy in the fplendour of the riight, as if I had been 
really pc^effed of the power of Athalia to fupport 
fuch an expence. The Marquis paid for the roorn> 
lights, mufic, wine and fervants. I furniflied th$ 
ward-robe, fruit, tea, &c. &c. But this was not 
all^ for, at the conclufion of the flight, by way of 
epilogue, I found that I had alfoa debt of three hun*- 
dred pounds to difcharge* 

. But I was fully repaid for the trifle this affair had 
coft me, by the promifes of Monet ; who affuped 
me, that if I would take -a trip to Paris, the next 
fummer, I Aould not only eclipfe the Du Menil and 
Gofin, but even captivate the Grand Monarque him* 
felf. Notwithftanding I loved Mr. Metham with the 
Irueft affeflion, and would have rqefted being a fe» 
cond Maintenon for his fake, yet, the flattering pro- 
fpeS of.holdinga fover-eign in my chains, and at the 
fame time nobly rejefting him, which I was fully de- 
termined to do, prefented fuch a train of pleafing 
ideas to my mind, that I thought the expence which 
infured me fo much bappinefs a mere bagatelle. 

Mr. Metham having had a bad^run at Scarborough, 
and the year our houie in King-ftreet was taken for 
being elapfed, he wrote me word that he was no lon- 
ger able to keep it on ; and therefore defired I ^v^ould 
quit it. He added, that as his father continued in- 
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flexible in his ttUAmion df notfupportinghis^sttra* j| 
vagance, his coming to town Would 'be uncertain.— - |j 
3He furth^ informed me, that ^ had met Mr. 'fear- j^ 
ricJk upon a vifit at Lord Burlington's, ^ho eT^reiTeJ ^, 
a, very great epinioh-df my tiilents, ahd wifhed te 
•have me of his compafiy, -FifOm all thofe cffcUfli* 
Ihinecs, he advifed me to tEike^rteWpciraly. lodging, 
:lillheand Major Burt&n, who was with him, cotild 
raife money to extricate themfelves, and come t^ 
jlown ; from whence the Major intended to follow 
Mifs St. Leger to the South of France. 

1 now, for the firft time, bega^ to tHirik ^f patti-r 
tiiary matter*. I fouiid myfelf greatly involved^ 
and though, from being under tige, I had no a][^fe<- 
henfions for my liberty, yet, m^fpititwasmuchhuit 
by being afked for motiey which I <:ould not imme- 
diately pay. My hopes of affiftance from Lor<i Ty- 
rawley was now at an end, as his Lordflnp was pre- 
paring to go to his ^govemme^t at Gibraltar, to 
which it was become neceffary he (hould depart with 
all expedition, as the fortifications wanted confider* 
able repairs. And indeed, if his Lordfhip had con- 
tinued in England, his own love of expenoe would 
have put it out of his power to fupport mine. 

About this period, the youngeft Dives, who had 
been fome time with me, was taken ill. And as I 
loved the cliildren as well as.my own, particularly 

this 
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i^ Be dgnuiylrd aS sf aac Mar iaa£^^ cBBmHei . 

Mi&Cc^mw iod Bkemtc sc^apfed. The Mn^qiib 
gone toScavllomi^ lo j«b Air. MedsssL, aai 
that i^aor- He ^i^av inwrver, ii» icsbcb fooa^ 

what be was to Ixn^ ik a Rcnat of csJh, iM ge di e ^ 

vba with mr modbcr msajiaed iilS ^ 

Eivcrjr thiiig dmt haad to cofi^iac to 
iboi^^tfiily and 2snar li ^ afi t irw M<tpra iiff ^wfl ^^ 
]NBOper mriHygi, bni iras aiirajs ia die cactreaK, I 

«i]r ifli¥DMies:imc atnncj ici i fewe wpgjd pRn^of fe** 

licame to toiviip and tooLwiiat is goiGci^^ calkd ^ 
fteifiicdhflnfe]»fimk-&«et,Sobo. What is meant 
b}!: a rBariT^fumiflied boufe, is a houfe wkha few oi4 
clgof^. ^k^ Ac of infli^ valuer huf^i/Aichg^t^ilyt 
oibiiqfn the pqtt^ 

The town. upoB isy. ncam to Lonioii, being q«iite^ 
deferted; and confiMpKDtly very <kiU, I took ii in^ 
my head to go to TimtHidge to vifil tfas ^ale of my 
ppeigemior Mr- SeaL I aocordiii^y fbn Uy have 
lod^i^ taken foi me H^fnpi Sicm; a pbce^ 



iriiich haA for ray gr iprudent itiar^ 

MOge^ would have b- • piopeity of 
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4liexible in his refolution of ndtfuppottinghis^ittra* 
vagance, bis coming to town Would 'be uncertain.— - 
Me further informed me, that 4ie had met Mr. 'tJar*- 
ridk upon a vifit at Lord Burlington's, ^ho ej^preiTeA 
a. very great epinioh-of my tiilents, and wifhed te 
have me of his compafiy- FifOm all thofe circum* 
llanecs, he advifed me to tElfce^ftem})cirary»tedging, 
:lill heand Major Burt(»n, who was with him, cotild 
raife money to extricate tbcmfelvcs, and come K> 
town ; from whence the Major intended to follow 
Mifs St. Leger to the South .of France. 

I now, for the firft time, began to tKirik ^f petil-r 
tiiary matter*. I fouiid myfelf greatly involved^ 
and though, from being under tige, I had no appre^ 
hen fions for my liberty, yet, my-fpititwasmuchbuit 
by being afked for money which I <:ould not imme- 
diately pay. My hopes of ailiftance from Lor<i Ty- 
rawley was now at an end, as his Lordflnp was pre- 
paring to go to his ^govemme^t at Gibraltar, lo 
which it was become neoeffary he (hould depart with 
all expedition, as the iortifiGations wanted confide* 
able repairs. And indeed, if bis Lordfhip had coa- 
tinued in England, his own love of expenoe would 
have put it out of his power to fupport mine. 

About this period, the youngeft Dives, who had 
been fome time with me, was taken ill. And as I 
lowd the cliildrenas well as my own, particularly 

this 
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this, he (femancfed all my care.' My .much-elleemed 
Mif8rGQm^a;yr hajd likewfe rel^pfed. The Marqui* 
wii$gone ta Scarborough to join Rfc^ Metliam, aji<l 
fee that plac<8^. He wa^ howe^r, to return {ooxi^ 
wben^be: was to:bfiing me a recruit ofxafti,' together 
with: intelligencf^ of, wy tover, and of my dear boy^ 
^ho with my; mother remained fliUs^t Yor^l 

Every thing thw^ fociiied ta confpir^ to. make m^ 
ihoiightftd; and 3«my; dSipofUiqir ftldom retained at 
pisopei^ mcdbimi^ hm wa^iajwap iisi; the e^reme, l 
wasi uowf ncfirr felling iotpa^ftatO' of; diijeftion ;. wlriclt 
«iy kmrna^tesi \yw^ apprehenfive wDuJd. prpvic of fe% 
WmcQ^i^cf^m^s, When i Hugh -Dives rocovered; 
licamerto.toiirni^ a«d toQfcMrfiat>iis generally qalled at 
ftmifliedihoufo ia Friifchrftreet, Sqbo. Whai is meant 
byidL ready? fiinijihedhoduJfe, is a houfe with a few oldt 
<teirjSi tafel©?> &^. of ftriflij^g. value* but which greatljg 
ttbaoees the Dentr 

The tofwni upon nay i^etum to London, being qyiteh 
defertc^: and confe<picartly very dull, I took k into* 
my head to go to^ Tunbri^e to vifit the eftate of my 
pcegenttor Mr* Seafc i accoindingly ftnt ta have 
b<%ings taken, foi roe: at Mount Sion; a place,^. 
ndiich hut for my grandmother's impruden.t lijar* 
liage^ wQoId have becpme ia, time the property of 
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%xible in his irefolutiofi of ndtfupp5ttiiigMs«ttxa* 
vagance, his coming to town Would 'be uncertain.— - 
Me further informed me, that ^ had met Mr. 'G-ar^ 
ridk upon a vifit at Lord Burlington's, ^ho eT^preiTeA 
a. very great epinioh of my tiilenti, and wifhed te 
have me of his compafiy- fifom all thofe circUBfi* 
llanecs, he advifed me to ttike a Jten^draly .lodging, 
:lillheand Major Burton, who was with him, cotild 
raife money to extricate thcmfelvcs, and come K> 
*own ; from whence the Major intended to follow 
Mifs St. Leger to the South of France. 

I now, for the firft time, began to tKirik ^f poctl.- 
tiiary matters. I fouRd liiyfelf gfeatly involved i 
and though, from being under tige, 1 had nodppfe- 
henfions for my liberty, yet, mfyfpitit was much hurt 
by being afked for money which I <:ould not imme- 
diately pay. My hopes of afliftance from Lor<i Ty- 
rawley was now at an end, as his Lordfli^ was pre- 
paring to go to his ^government at Gibraltar, fo 
which it was become neceffary he (hould depart with 
all expedition, as the fortifications wanted confide* 
able repairs. And indeed, if bis Lordfhip had coa- 
tinued in England, his own love of expenoe would 
have put it out of his power to fupport mine. 

About this period, the youngeft Dives, who had 
been fome time with me, was taken ill. And as I 
loved the cliildrenas well as my own, particularly 

this 
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thk, he demanded all my care/ My mudi-efteemed 
Mifsr Conway harf likewife relfipfed. The Marquis^ 
was gone ta Scarborough to join Mr^ Metliam, and? 
fee that plac<8^ He wa^^ however, to return foon^ 
wben;be:was toibcing me a recruk ofr.cafti,' tpgethei? 
with iixteUigence of n^ tover, and of my dcatboy^ 
larho with my mother remained fliUs^t Yorft- 

Every thing thm fociwsd to cQofpir^ to. make m^ 
Aoiightfol i and 3«my. dHj^ofitioirfeldom retained ai 
pisopei^ mcdhimi^ bm wasiajiwap 151: the extreme, l 
wasj npwr ncfin feUipg intp a^ ftMO' of; dgeftion ;. wbicht 
«i)r'ialiB3j«es{\«9^j!e apprebenfive wDuJd^. prove of fen 
WU3. cooyfecjiieiWJ^s, When I Hugh 'Dives recovered; 
Learner to. town^ and took;what>is generajly qalled at 
fcmiflicdthoufo in Friyirftt*eet, Sqbo. Whai is meant 
by. a readiyjfiinijihedhoiwfe, is^ a houfe with a few oldi 
^hik^ tafel©?> &^. of rtriflij^g value* but which greatljg 
cabaoees the i?ent^ 

The. to!wnj upon nay: i^etum to Lonilon, being q^ite^ 
defertcd; and conibcpicaHiy very dull, I took it into? 
my head to go to^ Tunbri^e to vifijt the eftate of my 
p^cgenttor Mr* Seat i accordingly ftnt to have 
bdging3 taken, foi roe at Mount Sion; a place^ 
nAicb but for my grandmother's imprudeiU lijap* 
mgei wQoId haye become in, time, the property of 
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^xible in his refolutiofi of ndtfupp5ftiiigMs«itlxa* 
vagance, bis coming to town Would 'be uncertain.— *• 
3He further informed me, that ihe had met Mr. 'tJar*- 
ricJk Upon a vifit at Lord Burlington's, ^ho eT^prefieJ 
a. very great epinioh-df my tfelenti, ahd wifhed te 
have me of his compafiy- ftom M thofe circUBfi* 
Ihinecs, he advifed me to tElfce^'tem})ciraty»lodging, 
:lill heand Major Burt(»n, who was with him, toulA 
raife money to extricate thcmfelvcs, and come K> 
jlown ; from whence the Major intended to follow 
Mifs St. Leger to the South of France. 

I now, for the firft time, began to tKirik ^f pecti-^ 
tiiary matter*. I found ihyfelf greatly involved^ 
and though, from being under tige, 1 had noappfe- 
henfions for my liberty, yet, mEyfpititwasmucli buit 
by being afked for money which I <ould not imme- 
diately pay. My hopes of affiftance from Lor<i Ty- 
rawley was now at an end, as his Lordflnp was pre- 
paring to go to his ^govemme^t at Gibraltar, to 
which it was become neceffary he ftiould depart with 
all expedition, as the fortifications wanted confider* 
able repairs. And indeed, if bis Lordfhip had coa- 
tinued in England, his own love of expenc^ would 
have put it out of his power to fupport mine. 

About this period, the youngeft Dives, who had 
been forae time witli me, was taken ill. And as I 
loved the cliildrenas well as my own, particularly 

this 
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dtfs, he <femar><fcd all my care. My much-efteemed 
MifsrCQRWaiyr ha^ likewfe relfipfed. The Marqui* 
viisgone ta Scarborough to join Mr^ Metliam, and? 
fee that plac<^. Kfe was^ howc^r, ta return foon^ 
when be was to: bring me a recnii: of cafti,- tpgetbe^ 
with iixtctlligence of loy tover, andof my dearboy^ 
vho with my mother remail^ed fiills^t Yorft^ 

Ev^y thing thu^ fQciw^d ta coiifpir^ to. make m% 
ihQiight&I; a^ 3«my cBlpofitiQirfel.dom ret^dned ai 
pfsoper, mcdliinji^ hm wa§i ajiwa)5S im; the extreme, l 
wast now negir! feliipg into a-ftatO'of; df jtjftion ;, wbicht 
«i)f iolin)a*eS( \«3[!C apprehenfive wouJdi: pfpvie of ft** 
5bu3^^ coirifecjiieiHJes, When t Hugh rDiye^ roeoverigd; 
licauiet to.to!M^n^ ajid toofc^rftatjis geneiajly qalled at 
ftmiflicdihoufei iBr Ffrlthrftt^eet, Sqbo. Whai is mean* 
bft a readiy^fiinijihedhodiife, ifit a houfe with a few oldt 
€bair<»i taWe^j &^. of trifling, value* but-which greatljg 
cdbaoees the Dent^ 

The to?wn] upon nay i^etum to London, being q^ite^ 
deferted; and confeqpioiiiy very dull, I took ii; inter 
my head to go to^ Tunbri%e to vi&t the eftafce of my 
progenitor: Mr» Sea). I accordingly i^nt ta have 
M^g^ taken, foi roe at Mount Sion; a place^. 
n^ich but for my grandmother's imprudei).t lijap* 
lioge^ would hay Q becpme in. time the property of 
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^^xible in his refblutiofi of notfuppdtting his^nctxa* 
vagance, his coming to town Would 'be lincertun.— » 
3He further informed me, that he had met Mr. '&ar' 
ridk upon a vifit at Lord Burlington's, ^ho ej^prefiel 
a. very great epinioh of my tlilenti, aiid wifhed te 
have me of his Gompany, fifOtti all thofe cffcUfli* 
Ihmecs, he ad vifed me to tdke a 'temporary 'lodging, 
:lill he and Major Burton, who was wiA him, cottld 
raife money to extricate themfelvcs, and come t^ 
*own ; from whence the Major intended to follow 
Mifs St. Lcger to the South of France. 

I now, for the firft time, began to think ^fpoctk 
tiiary matters. I fouiid ihyfelf greatly involved-i 
and though, from being under age, 1 had no appre^ 
hen fions for my liberty, yet, myfpititwasmuchbuit 
by being afked for money which I <:ould not imme- 
diately pay. My hopes of afliftance from hord Ty- 
rawley was now at an end, as his Lordflnp was pre- 
paring to go to his government at Gibraltar, lo 
which it was become neceffary he ftiould depart with 
all expedition, as the fortifiGations wanted con{idm'« 
able repairs. And indeed, if bis Lordfhip had coa- 
tinued in England, his own love of expenoe would 
have put it out of his power to fupport mine. 

About this period, the youngeft Dives, who had 
been forae time with me, was taken ill. And as I 
loved the cliildrenas well as my own, particularly 

this 
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thfa, be demanded all my care. My much-efteemed 
MifarGonway harf likewfe relapfed. The Marquisk 
^mis gene to S^rbo.rough to join Mr^ Metham, aiidf 
fee that placiS'. He was^ howev^er, ta return foon^ 
when. be was to: bjdng xoe a . recruit o£ c^^,- togethei^ 
with intelligence^ of loy tover, and of my dcatboy^ 
who with TOy mother remained fliUskt Yc^rli^ 

Every thing thufi fociRed to confpir'fe to. make m^ 
iiu>ught£u}; and asm^y. (Sj|)ofiitiQir feldom retained ai 
feoper Qiedlum^ bu^ wa$/ aj[wE)$s ip.: the e^reme, I 
wasi nowf ncfir! felling intp^a^ftate-of; dfjcftion ;. wbick 
ipy iojiRiaatieSi M«j>c appreJIienfiyewDytJd- prove of ft«% 
WU3^ c(»^(|4eiWJ^8, When i Hugh -Dive^ recover/ed; 
Kcamer totoiM^Ai^ ajid took;what>i's geneiajly called at 
ftaniftiedihoufei in Plrithrftteet, Sqbo. Whal is meani 
byi a readyi^fiimiiheAhoufe, is a houfe with a few oldt 
<i^<») tabi9$» &C. ef fti:ifli^ vala^ butwdiich greatljg 
fobaQces tbie i?eiit^ 

The town lujKjn n«y i^etum t© London^ being qyiteh 
defertcd; and conftcpicntly very dull, I took it intor 
toy head to go ta Tunbri^e to vifijt the eflate of my 
pcogenttor Mr* Seat. 1 accordiflgly ftnt to have 
bdginga taken, fos roe at Mount Sion; a place^. 
Mfbiih but for my grandmother's imprudeiU lijap* 
nage^ would have becpme in. time the property of 
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Having frequently taken notice of a genteel look- 
ing lad, although in rags, who waited * upon a poor 
mufician that lived oppofite to me, I ordered O'Brj'en* 
to enquire whether he wanted a place. Being al- 
inoft ftarvcd for want of food, and poifoned with 
dirt, the youth readily anfweredr that he fliould be 
glad to Feave his prefent fituatioh. I accordingly 
J^ired him. When he came, I found that he was of 
Bruges in Flanders; which was all the intelligence 
relative to his hiftory the ferrants could get out of 
kim. But there was fomething fo diflinguifhed in 
his manner and behaviour, that notwithftanding I 
had engaged him to db the drudgery of the houfe, 
my own man and he (hared it between them as it 
cafually offered. The boy had not been long witli 
Mie, before he fliewed his gratitude for die comfort- 
able exchange I had offered him by the moft alert in- 
tluff ry, and fcrupulous attention to my wiflies ; ami 
to fuch a height did he carry his zeal to pleafe me, 
that he feemed almoft to pay me divine honours. 

Having formed the refolution of fetting out for 
TunbVidge, I thought it would derogate fsom my con- 
fcquence were I to travel with iefs ihan a fet of horfes. 
I therefore fent to Tubbs ordering him to add four 
bright bays to my own two ; and I fet oflF for the 
Wells, in my coach and fix, with my own maid a^d 
two fodtmfin. I took \^h.me my favourite Virgil, 

to» 
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ttr amufe myfelf on the road ; and enjoying by anti- 
cipation the exquifite fatlsfaSion I fhould reap from 
the conqueft I was afluredly to make the next fum- 
mer, of fo great and powerful a perfonage as the 
French King, was as great in my own imagination* 
as the Queen of Carthage. — O vanity ! vanity ! with 
what pleafing deliriums is the mind of poor weak 
women too often filled by thy flattering infpirations T 
—-But ah ! how unreal and delufive are thy faireft 
promifes ! — And yet, bewitching impoftor ! though' 
we are fenfible that the blifs thou doft ^>eftow is tran- 
iitory, and' the expeftations thou doft fafhion uncer- 
tain, we hug thee to our bofoms, and driving away 
reafon and refleftion, blindly encourage thy delu- 
sions. 1 have your licence you know for thefe- 

flights- 
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September 13, 17— • 

^^VhEN I arrived' at the Wells, I met with a mor- 
tification, which was rendiered the more extreme by 
the vain imaginations I had given way to during my 
journey. A proof of the impropriety of indulging 
• Aok'Zoaiing dreams, I think I never felt fo much 
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from the moft degiiaditig^cirx;u|nftance of my ISer, ^ 
from the humiliating fi^usittipn I was. throwji, ipta^ 
by it. 

Mr. St. Leger^ whofe mtii^acy with Mr, Metha^ri^ 
^nd the long acqiiaintance that hadfubfillc^ betweei1<. 
ipyffilfj an(} lum, placcid» upon, ttrnv^ of the^ ut^ioft, 
ffcedpxjj ap4 f^ipiliarjtj^^ wa^s. my firjl. vifitpc, A^-^ 
fpon as . he entered, I rah to CjCjceive lum ii>. my. ufuad, 
free way ; when, 1 could not help qbferving tl^t he-^ 
accofled ra^ with a cool refpeQ^ io lieuof liwigpietji 
\yith wliich he W4& accuftomed to app;^Qa,ch, me^ 
lJfpr;i my enquuing^ th^ i^afp^t ^ ii^Qnp^d. xnSy, 
tliat he was p?iyitig hi^ a4drefle&,tft .Mifs* Butjer,, (wi^j 
whom, a^ relat<id» I wz^ fpm^erly very ifitiip?|te) <|i|dj 
hoped in a^ffw dj^ys tq. bicmade; happy. That th^ 
occafion of his vifit was a requeft which that lady*Stf 
mother ha^ to make to me. She intreated to know 
from me, begging pardon at the fame time for the 
liberty fhe was talungi ^vbethtr^ I. was- FeaUy- married 
to Mr. Metham, as report faid : If not, although flie 
had a very great regard for me, it would not be m 
the power of either herfelf or her daughter to take 
notice of me. This^ hje ad^cjd^ woujd.b^ produ^y^ 
of a^ very mollifying ie(;eption,at^ ropmiS, there; 
being a niui^r of Ifi^^ n^ility an4 gentry at the; 
Wells^ who h^h^^ ^i;<ff^ir^j^ wjtjb me at, h^^ 
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houie in DuUin, and who naturally would follow 
their examjde. 

This was a; thunderbolt "to my vanity. I could 
not fuAaia the unexpe£):ed:ihoek. All my vain ideas > 
of feif-conieqnence vanifbed in a. moment; and. li 
foimd myfclf a; defpicaJbie wretch, unworthy the pa- 
tronage of one of the heft of; women. As foon. ar 
I could recover myfelf^ I thanked him for having, 
failed me, by this thandy vifit,'from fo public a mor- 
tification, ail. muft have experienced had i gone to 
the rooms. I begged he would give my refpefts to* 
Mrs. Butler ai^ her daughter, and inform them^ 
that I was, and ever ftould be, truly feniible of the^ 
ntanks of friendftiip with- which they had honouredb 
me, and that I fitould ever retain the moll grateful, 
lenie of their goodnefs. But that I ftould feci that 
t was- unworthy, of ever having been fo happy, coulA 
I repay them with deception. I muft therefore can- 
didly acknowledge; that notwithftanding I had every 
leafon to believe Mr. Metham would make me his 
wife, and be had afhially given me leave* to affume 
that charafter, the ceremony Iiad n«t as yet paffed.. 
I added, that fihce upon tliis account i could not 
hope for the honour of her notice, i would imme- 
diately return t© London. 

Mr, St. Leger perfuaded me to wait the event, as 
he was certain my franknefs would have a much 
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better effefl: than if I had endeavoured to impofe a 
falfehood on the ladies. He faid, as there was a bait 
that evening, and Mrs. Butler and her daughter were 
there, he fhould not have an opportunity of making- 
her. acquainted with my unexarnpUd fincerity, as he 
was pleafcd to term it, till the next morning. He 
gave it that epithet, he toH me, becaufe, to his. know- 
ledge, the deception would never have been difco- 
vered, had I chofe to have madeufe of it, as Mr. 
Metham, upon fiich an occafionv would readily have 
fupported me in it. 

But I was refolute. And, after Mr. St. Leger*s 
departure, the confequences of the evening fully 
confirmed my refohztion to return to town. For- 
fome of my good friends, who had heard of my ar-- 
rival, coming to fee me, cards were propofed. As- 
I wifbed to hide the diagrin that Mr. St. Leger's. 
converfation had occafioned, I readily joined in the* 
prcpofal ; and fitting down^ found, when- the com- 
pany broke up, that, out of two hundred and odd J 
pounds I bad brought down with me, I only retain- 
ed twelve guineas ; and out of thefe I had a week's 
lodgings to pay, v;hicli amounted to half of them. 

The next morning I fet out on my return, with 
X)nly one folitary half-guinea in my purfe, and a- 
mind flill more exhaufled. So humble was it, that 
1 could act trace the leaft relemblunc^ '^f the Impe-^ 
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fiat jyido init^ to whom, on my approach, I had^ 
vainly compared myfelf.— ^Thus eikied my adventure 
at Tunbridge Wells ; and a moft delightful one (to' 
exprefs myfelf in the tnie Hibernian diaJeft) /^ bs 
Jure^ it zvasy it was^ ' 

On my journey back I dined at Bromley ; but 
when the bilh was brought in, I was obliged to m)» 
hand-maid, 0*Bryen> for being enabled to difcharge^ 
it. This defcendant from kings not only afliiled me 
with her purfe upon* this occafion; but adminiftered 
comfort to me, which I was equally in want of. — i 
Obferving that I was much afFefted at what had pa f^ 
fed at Tunbridge, which could not be concealed 
from her, fhe endeavoured to keep up my fpirits, by 
affuring me, that fhe had not the lead doubt, but 
that next fummerflie fhould fee me doubly repaid for 
the chagrin^ I had fuftained there, by the reputation 
Ifhould acquire in France. " For, Mai^^m," faid- 
flie, ** will you not then be efteemed as bright a pati 

tern of virtue, through your rejefting the offers of 

fo great a man as the French king? take my word 
" for it you will." 

This well-timed' oGfervation of my faitHful Iriflt 
vwmahy drove from my mind that dejeflion whicli 
had a few moments before overwhelmed it ; and rai- 
led me, in my own opinion; nearly to the fame ele- 
vated pitch of confcquence I had affumed during my 

E6 journey 
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journe)^ dowa^ Haw Iwapjg^ ^ isr it? fgrr cwr -fei:^ thabt 
the moil h»ailiaiiiig.impa^<m$vdo Dol: leave inde^ 
K^e B^arks-oi^ the beartl-m\iapity. i^evert tHuiyaniti, 
and^ wt^en it.onIy'{bapfii.ta aiLalloi^Ue biei^hl; it isfbyi 
no means cenfurable. — It then anCwetiS xk^- npl^^ft, 
purppiesy andi i& produfUve ofi t];ie.b€ft;coi^(|9^on« 
<eB; which, without flaying ta eQjwiQraietheffilj^.If 
fliall compize inr-r^a wiffatocei^dei;' tbep&fdyi^.^Sn 

I was. fet dowijir. in. Eridi-itaeet thiP fefp© even#ig^ 
without meeting with any iin^dime^^ a94 wi4^u| 
a (hilling in my pocket: tow>airds paying for th^s^ f0ji}i> 
coach and two faddle-ho/fcs. I ha4 thought ncQ^^iry 
to xt\y pomp. This, howevery was a n)^tteF:o| littlo 
concern to me, as I could feynd^p Ml** Bru4en|8ll fpi^ 
a recruit, who feldpm^ \^i^ tpwn^^ ey^ c^nn^ thcr 
I'ummer fea(on. I acGordii>g}y fent to }^m, a^ oo^ 
my informing him of-my- w?n^^ be ij^^ioed^ately acf 
cpmroodated mie with twenlyr gui^ea^. 

As my FJemifli bpy, Peter, wa^ {tan4i;ig. at; the 
dopr, waiting for the r^tum of the niefleiig€;r J had 
fent to Mr. Brudenell, before whofp ajrrival die ex- 
tra horfes could npt be difch^rged, two gentlemen 
pafled by. Uppn. obfjerviijg the equipagei the eldei; 
ofthctwOj addrefljng the other, wondered whpfife if 
was. To whi<;h my boy pertly replied,. " My nufc 
** trefc'*/* Ah I returned the fame gentleman, *> J 

^ Ihould 
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'*"fco^ b^-.glad- ta iiKw wliO'is t!9 pay: foe hl"-^ 
They.: then went qh- Foot Pet«rj whfj cpuJd nol 
brook, sytiy indigiHl^ oferejl tQ:hi$ miftijefs, icwpiedit 
attfy:came to iirfftfm^ b?^. of tlfe eyeiH^ whiqh (ojnmiih 
3iftaed-lu»^ thai the tcaf^itood. ifk hh eyes. 

Seeif^ tther Isid fo mu ph hi«ct, I caH^; him a fooj^ 
^afltedhim wiy he,dii:.aptit€U.the nwle^njai) Uiai 
u b^bngecL' to hm% H be b»4 ino: oi^'e^om Th^ 
mefienger not being: iieli»iBed« the* Gpai:h:AUl Aoo4 
ai) tbe dooiii aodJRe^Qbjpidj^^ns^hts.ftftlipnrWii^ 
thefaine gendeman re-pafled*. Upoq^iwhich^ Peter 
hearing the remark repeated, immediatql^: aniwer.ed^ 
*^ Yoac's, Ste." To this the gcnji^ep^aft &i4 he 
€0»}d :]«»th(aYje th« l^ft obgefitiio^ ; ajwiwithoiH. any 
cejKm90i9^> thcy«walked:up^ flwrsi t^ tfefe nq ftqaH 
fi^ipidfeoC Peter and; n^feK 

Who fhould tfajs g^n^ftwen be,. bptJMt, Fox and 

im^,cpm]m9 Mr, Caicrafti. I qw;i I wasmnch ilari<9 
led wjtea thcy.caAercdi teying never :fe(sn.Mii- Fox 
tml once h^^e.. I hiadi inde«d> had the hgppio^ft 
a£ being inlfoducsed tov hi^ lady by. the daughters of 
tlm Bad o£Albei^*irie. Thoft Udie^s.had hiwoured 
ise wiih p^idiar njaiks of diflinfUon;; par^^cularljr 
the la^.L^4y C^roJin^ and th^Marchionefs of Tavi* 
Itocfc.. H^re, I muA: flapp to bedew; the* memory of 
thofe two beft of wonjen* with a tea^of th^jGncereft 
AffeSion* The latter, in particular, claims tears of 

gratitude. 
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gratitude, mingled with blood warm fpringing from* 
my heart ; and thefe flie has. My mind ftill retains 
the livelieft irapreflions of her goodnefs. The laft 
time I had the happinefs of feeing her, (L will not call 
It by fo cold a name as honour) fhe affured me of c^ 
retreat which would have fecured me an indepen- 
dency for life. And, which, befides, would have 
given itie an opportunity of enjoying her loved fo- 
€iety, whenever the engagements annexed to her ex- 
alted Situation would afford her leifure ; an objeft of 
infinitely more confequence to me than rendering me 
independent. 

At the time her ladyfhip gave me this afTurance, 
fhe was- in perfe£l health ; yet I felt a prejtntimtnt 
that I ihould never fee her more — a preface as fure 
to nie, as to thofe who, we are told, ppffefs the pain^ 
ful gift of fecond fight; and, through every period 
of my wretched life, it has-been the dreadful augurer 
of all my misfortunes* — ^The attainment of this in* 
ftinftive intelligence is not to be acc-ounted for ; but 
I can appeal to every objkrvant perfon, whether they 
have not found this fpecies of foreknowledge fdme* 
times arife in their minds. — ^This digreffion^ as it is 
a^ debt of gratitude, which is at all times acceptable 
to the Deity, will not, I flatter myfelf, prove wn- 
acceptable to you or my readers. 

G. A. • B« - 



L E Xr 



G. A. BE L JL A M Y. j»B 

LETTER XLII. 

Sept. 26, 1 7 — ► 

M j^. FOX introduced hhnfelf by faying, that he^ 
hoped the whimficalnefs, in the firft place, and the* 
inrefiflable temptation, in the fecond, would plead as? 
an apology for his intrufion. His attendant entered, 
with an aukward bluih of inferiority, which wouldt 
have pafled unnoticed by me, had it not been re- 
marked by the fervant who was in the room. The, 
meffenger now- returning with money from Mr. Bru- 
denell, the-horfes were difcharged. Juft at this time 
General Wall and Comte- Haflang pafTmg by, and. 
feeing the houfe lighted up, they honouied me with, 
a call. Some converfation upon general topics now 
pafFed; 

When Mn Fox withdrew^ he requefted. that Ii 
would permit him the pleafure of calling upon me;, 
as he was in. town, and much alone, from. Lady Ca- 
roline's being obliged, through ill- health, often toj 
fleep^in the country. I was. not,, at this* period, ac- 
quainted with the virtues of that great man, or L 
ihould have embraced, the offer with infinite readi- 
nefs ; I therefore, out of refpeft to his lady, coolly 
iseplied, that I flioujd be happy in the honour of fee- 
ing him whenever he had leifure. Thus ended a^ 

vifit,, 
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vifit, produced by levity, and concluded with cold 
civility. 

After thofe gentlemen were gone, their Excellen- 
cies enqyired the occ^^pn of njy> rfsceivibg a- vifit 
from 2 p^fonof Mr^Fox's onirjtemie:;. obferying,; 
that tliiey . had n^vec feen him before at . niy hQufei 
though, they frequontfy vifitedixaet both in town* and: 
atRiehmood^ Without making a. f(ieretvof. iif^ l/in^ 
formed them of the ricHculous; incident' tkat h^droc^, 
cafioned it^ with the fame fimpttcib^ as it had neallyr 
happened^ TTle Gfeneral was highly dt¥ei!tcd at th<r. 
ftt>ry: but as for the Comtc, he condefcemted c^djT) 
ti> notice it widif z, fmile^ and a queftion. Whether,: 
tipon hearing my fituation^ keJtad given mc de monies,: 
Upon my a»f#ering^ that, he could not certainly^ 
fuppofe Mr. Fox would be guilty of fo mujsh illr 
maimers-; he replied on^ wit}va:(h]!ug of dl/belifef, 
added to th^ afpiraticxr^ umphi This was the. onlyv 
mode. by which the Comte ufiially exprefled either, 
his approbation or difiike. In the former cale her 
added a recline of the headto. the. afpiration j in the^ 
latter a fhrug of the ihouklers. 

Whilft the card- table* was fetd&g, and we Waited* 
for two ladies I had invited to fpendthe evenings the: 
gentlemen went to the chimney*.piece to view fomci 
figures of Ghelfea china^ which theComte had fome 
time before made me a prefent of. As they flood, 

tliey 
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tfie)roWerved 3: bit of paper lie near th^. figures tha^ 
had the appearance of a bank bill. As I had in- 
formed them that I, had oaly the twenty guinesis I 
had juft received ffpm Mr. Brudenell, I.wa& afked^ 
if 1 knew what wa3 tb^i:e» Uport my an&vering thai 
I did QoV they. cx9mi]ie4». sM^d found i( to be a baxik^ 
Irill. for fifty pQtwds.4 

I did npt doubt but Mr- Fox had tai^n this me- 
diod to relieve my grefent neQeflity, without offends 
iQg my delicacy. I» however^, determined to fen^i 
ijj bacjc immediately^ not qh^fiRg ta lie under ai^i 
obligation, to. a. pqribn who ^Ya^ almofl: a,&-ai;iger tc^ 
i^e. 8»4 I wa^ preveu^d frprp- doi^g this^ by ther 
-^qm^e, who wa^ t]he foul of geni^rofity^ Hie oby* 
ferved to me» that by returning iti I fl)pu|d.cg(£r tl^ 
^igj^eft af&ont to t^^ giver q£, i|^ Hfe^ ^Smi- me if P 
Ihould bedifple.afed,wit}i.fa<?l\ a m^^k of, agp^pc^f^tioa 
at ip)^ b^ne^t ?' Why thjgn, f*i4 he;, fHwW ypunow? 
He reji^inded mc^ tjia^ a^^ma^yperfons^ att differei^t; 
times, ro^^ me: prefent^ I peed. npt: be. more fg:u.. 
{)ulpu$. to r^eive th^poL from Mr* Fox tha|3i,ftx)m tlj^ 
Oene;ral, from him*, a^ feveral others, who ofiEered^ 
them merely as. a, tribute; to my talent^ without hav:-*^ 
if^ any defign^ upon. ZH^yperfop. A? I, could not 
h^P acJmo>vledgipg the weight of th^jCpij^^^ ^fSf^^ 
m^nts, I laid^aficte.my ift^nripft^, aod,.c,9ni54^edn?y-r 

fett 



tlj^ THE L.rr E OF 

felf as indebted lo Mr. Fox for a bounty fo deli- 
cately beftowed. 

The evening concluded with ray making an addi- 
tion of fifty more to it, which I won of the corps 
diplomatique. Before we broke up, it was agreed 
between the General, the Cbmte, and myfelf, that 
for the few weeks before the theatre opened, and^ 
bccafionally afterwards, we fhouH fet up a Pharoah 
bank, in conjunftion with the Marquis de Vernueili 
who was expefted every day from Yorkfhire. Though 
I had not much ready caih, I had diamonds, which 
I did not immediately want, and my credit was good y 
fo that I forefaw I fhould not have much diffictrlty 
in raifing the thoufand pounds,, which was to be my 
fliare of the capitah 

• While this affair was in agUation, I went to Rich- 
mond for a few days, before I came to town for the 
approaching feafon. I had fcarcely got out of the 
chaife, before Mr. Lacy, joint manager with Mt* 
Garrick, of Drury-lane Theatre, was announced* 
As he lived but at Ifleworth, and we were upon the- 
beft terms, I imagined his vifit to be merely cafual. 
But when he entered, to my very great furprize he 
informed me, that Mrs. Gibber was engaged at Co- 
vent-Garden, together with Barry; and that Mr. 
Quin^ from fome difguft,. had quitted the fta'ge. 

This. 
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This laft piece of intelligence I knew not how to> 
believe, as I was ftiU favoured with that gentleman's^ 
correfpondence, and he certainly would have men- 
tioned to me an event which was of the litmoft con- 
fequence to me in my theatrical fituation. So fuf- 
ptcious an affertion, I acknowledge, ought to have- 
put me upon my guard, and made me doubt the 
truth of the other part of Mr. Lacy's information-.. 
However, giving way to the firft impulfe of my rage^ 
at this apparent proof of Mr. Rich's repeated dupli- 
city ; from whom I had a right to expefl: the moft 
friendly treatment, as his family lived in the ftrifteft 
terms of intimacy with me,^ and he himfelf had often* 
profeffed that be loved me as well as his own chil- 
dren ; without any further confideration, I inftantly 
figned an agreement for three years, which Mr. Lacy 
had brought with him.. 

I had no fooner done the irrevocable deed than the- 
Manager, with a malignant grin of felf-approbation, 
Aich as the Demon afTumes in the pantomime, when^ 
fee has prevailed upon Doftor Fauftus to fign the fa- 
tal warrant, told me that the report of Mrs. Gibber's 
engagement was current ; but he could not voiich for 
the truth of it. **^ However," added he, "at all' 
** events you muft be a gainer by playing with ray 
«* partner, whofe confequence ftamps merit where 
« there is none, and increafes it where there is.** » 
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X wasi greatly difpleafed at the deception wHicrr 
bad been praftifed. upon me, althaugh T was nolv 
£ijom .my . r^feiAtmfint to Mf i Rich, fony foe the con-r 
ffiqu^nces^ anditb^ Meager and I parted not on ther 
beft: of termSir-rSwb a? pajipablAimpofitton, ftrnweMt 
m chic^ery aiid &1£^q<kI nsift not pafe urnioiioedr 
— Liltle reafiinv ba^ a m9n to.bc^aft of i his- cimaingf 
^ht^n his.fthemed. am efroScd at th« expenoe: of 
t^tii}, andial the pFicie o£ his hQnQur«-^M^ blood 
hoils uii my vems at ther recoiIeSio]i.'-Tr-/rhere is. ncr 
calamity, tftat I could no* hear wkh; pjaticncc, fop^ieo 
tilaa to her tricked, oMeo! intoi tjna^iffiariMihfdiJiiSKiift 
Wihedir-rrThfis: i^rfuch:* ineanne£i mxk«epiii>n^ tha# 
my na|:W're recoils, ai.it>. And a^. I amiincapab^oi 
k;T9yMS, I.cfur foxgii^^it ths Msri^iil^ i{i»<others^ 
-»i^Bjiit.r<?^wi>/?a^/ iVftj^fl^-rr-, psce^vr^It 

is the deed, and not the man^ ^k ih thc^^ct^jsCfeol 
my i iiQi^ij^o^ 

Ti^J^mp. dj>)f,.juita§ l:Wjft«(fit(iing{dow]\ tO'(ttli<t 
xiefi Mrv Rkfca»4'MriJBtei«f!0^ Hefa^i 

lutedmc'vnitfc hisufu^l f«ie»dflupi but.as thei»wa« 
other company, wi^ cpjtiljd n^^ fpeaki of birfiitc&/biB-. 
feyc we h|idc<ttu«d* AlP.foon a» we:foiMid:att»opp<0flr** 
timity, he. informed me thai, he- had engaged! Mxu 
Bairy, and had broiiglHf with him axticles fojimerto^ 
1^ I alked him yrhyyiu was; necedaJty. I ihould fign* 
an agrsemeot JtOMTf fijppoJingIwa3:tQ beofhid comv 

pany. 



Ijpsoiy, as jJ never befoi«e bad ? He Aarted dt thfe worA 
Jofpi^ag; a»d reptssatinig k, &id, Jie hbped it wai 
jio 'fiqppbfitioii. Opon i«4»c}i 1 aic^uaimed him 'thai 
I i^d ^^tiailly'li^ed 3e»i agreetncstt <thfiit vefy moirn- 
iDg, with Mr. Lacy, in confeqoence !of iiearing 
from 'htm tfaatMrs. GiU)er was ^cngaged-at Cov^h^t*^ 

. TwHl B€rt|»«tBnd to ^cfciibe Mr. Rich's ftelftigs 
on receiving this information. He looked at me frfr 
fone fiiUe, as if he lifted to dilbelieve it. I really 
fekfof litin; and again executed in my mind the 
ieod-^like wretdiiffao bad'occafioned his difappbint*- 
«ieiit ; wUUl he perhaps was triumj^ing in the fuc- 
cefis of hi& Mhcy^ ^and enjoyii^ the li^ofi plealing 
tdea&, uscofifcious of th)e deartiers &f tlieir pUrchafe. 
Js it right thatt dcc^ttion (hdirid be rewarded ; while 
the well-meaning dupe is a prey to uneafirtefs arid 
deje3ion? i[k^e)77fti^%eianherefaft€<r; if but tb vin- 
^cate the juflnefs iof that Being who permits this 
Jisming mJQ&ict. 

Mr. Rich €iow toldme, that he Irad withftbod the 
«ux(L urgent {blict^tiokis from Mr. Barry Telative to 
an engagement with Mrs. Cibber, as flie had offcted 
to come to'Ccvent^Garden for fev^fihiintlred pounds, 
whidh was iefs tfakn fee had at l>rury-L(a[ne the win- 
tter before. The foft feafon, fee had ndt bQth able 
to flay, through indiQiofitio^ He added, diat to 

feew 
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fliew his regard for me, and tlie fincerity of his in>. 
tendons, he had brought articles with him for three 
years, at five, fix, and feven hundred pounds annu- 
ally. He produced the agreement, which he had 
got drawn up the preceding day^ having then abfo- 
lutely refufed to enter into any engagement whatfo- 
ever with Mrs. Cibber. " And now," continued he, 
" inuft I be obliged to give her any terms (he fliall 
" demand." 

Upon this -explacnatiori, i was -equally diftreffed 
with Mr. Rich ; atid fincerdy wiflied I could recal 
what I had done, not only becaufe the agreement I 
had entered into with Mr. Lacy was but for three 
hundried pounds, but on account of Mr. Barry's ex- 
cellence in performing the charafters of lovers, which 
was the line of afting fuited to my figure, youth, 
find powers. i 

Though Mr, Lacy^s conduft in this tranfadtion is 
not be juftified, yet I muft take fomc fliare of blame 
to myfelf, from the precipitation with which I en- 
gaged with him.-^ Precipitation, as I have before ob- 
ferved, is the grand bane of happinefs, — ^Had I ad- 
hered to the refolution I had formerly made, of con- 
fulting my friend, Mr. Quin, upon every ftep of 
confequence I was about to take, all thenivouldliave 
been well. I fhould have difcovered thefallacy of my 
temper, and have been upon my guard againft any 

impc- 
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iflipofition that might have been defigned. Inftead 
of which, by giving way to the firft tranfports of 
my refentment, without knowing whether it was well 
founded or not, I precipitately committed an error 
fo much to my own difadvantage, and Mr. Rich'^ 
vexation. 

o* A. 3. 



LETTER XLIII. 

September 27, 17 — , 

Upon my arrival in town from Richmond, I 
found that the ambafladors ftill continued in their 
refolution of fetting up a Pharoah bank. As I was 
determined that every thing (hould be condufled in 
an elegant ftyle, I engaged Goundu, the moft emi-^ 
nent cook of his time ; and O'Bryen happening to 
be in a bad ftate of health, I hired his wife alfo to 
attend upon me as my French woman. 

Having borrowed fome money to make up my 
quota of a thoufand pounds^ we fet off in a very 
fplendid manner. The Marquis de Verneuil or my* 
ielf always dealt. We were fuccefsful, as the bank 
was rich. But notwithftanding we always won^ I 
only obferved one perfon that feemed to regret their 
ill fuccefs; and that was the Marquis ©f Granby.— 

It 
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5t cdtftd flot be ftrppoifed th^t this ditTatiisfafiicift aibft 
Ji-otti Tiis want OlF mcto^y. Me tf^v«r knew thfe lovC 
^f thsrt, any mwe ttecfi itfytelf. It was taiher acA 
impatrehte ift Ws t^tnper, which tltfew Wm off his 
'guard, and aflded to Ws rH lack. 

Mr. Metham writing me word that he flibuld ndt 
teih town till 'Chriftmas, I was enabled to cany 
on our fcheme fo much the longer. Our petit foU" 
pers^ aud convivia] parties, drew«all the gay, flutter- 
ing, unthinkii;^ ypung people of fafliion^to us. — 
They procured me the happinefs of being introduced 
to the Honourable Mifs Moftyns, with whom Geo. 
"^VaU was vety intihiatc. The ddeft of thofe ladies 
^bfeffed an undetftantlifeg fuperior to moft 6f llei- 
%?c. And without yotith dr bfeaififty, the cbmjpany df 
<all of thenti Vas ieageriy folicitefl by every one that 
•had a tafte for gemefel IboiabiKty. ^iTiey were nJh- 
liied, out of j)leifahtfy, as they Were formed tathelr 
in a fpirtfl than ^ flitefi iine, Crmp, Crump, and 
Crumpling. 

In a fliort time i liad been fuch a gainer by our 
1)ank, that I was not only enalbled to redeem rny 
jewels, but to pay my dtfjts, and put foiWe hundreds 
into my pocket, notwithftaftding the great expence 1 
-waij at. The General and Cotnie frecjueiitly made 
tne prefents of wine, ehocolale, Set. &c. and had 
inot my thcafri'dal atocaticJas called me frdm this lu- 
crative 
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tratlve one, it is a doubt with me, whether I fhould 
not have made my fortune. 

At this time I loft my faithful O'Bryen, whofe 
tnemory will be ever dear to me. In her I lolt not 
only a good fervant, but a real friend. For though 
•at times flie would give into my innocent whims, yet 
whenever fhe thought me wrong, £be took the liberty 
to reprefent tlie impropriety of my condu6l to me 
with fuch mildnefs and good fenfe, that her reproof 
always carried conviflion with it, and generally had 
the defired effeft. So that O'Bryen ufually fucceed- 
ed, when my mother's violence of temper failed, 
and, I am concerned to add^ made me more obfli- 
nate. 

The Marquis de Vemueil now returned to Paris ; 
and as Mr. Garrick was come to London, I was 
obliged to attend to the duties of my profeflion. — 
The moft inTenfe application was neceffary for thofe 
who fought under his banners. As he was unremit- 
ting himfelf in his attention to bufinefs, he expefted 
thofe he employed to be the fame. The laft feafon 
he had engaged Mrs. Ward ; a poor fubftitute for 
the incomparable Gibber. But, though necefiity 
compelled him to play with her, he took a great dif- 
tafte to her, on account of her want of feeling. Of 
this fhe gave him, one night, the ftrongeft proof, by 
being employed in adjufting her glove-knot, which 
VOL. II. G liappenej 
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happened to come untied, during one of the moil 
pathetic and interefting fcenes in the " Fair Peni^ 
*' tent." 

Both the theatres opened this feafon with " Romeo 
'' and JuUet." Garrick and myfelf appeared in the 
charafters at Drury- Lane ; Barry and Gibber at 
Covent-Garden. But, to add to the weight of the 
latter, Mr. Rich had introduced a grand funeral pro-* 
ceflion. That gentleman was particularly fond of 
^ifplaying his taffe upon fuch occafions ; as in epi- ' 
thalamiums, ovations, triumphal entries, and fune- 
ral obfequies. He had an opportunity, at this time, 
of laying out nearly as much money as the play 
brought him. The conteft was long ; and it was 
univerfally allowed, that except in the fcene with 
ilie friar, Mr. Barry excelled in Romeo. The piece 
was performed fo many nights, that the public, as 
xvcll as the performers, were tired and difgufled with 
it. We, however, got the advantage of fome nights. 
But this was not done without a good deal of paper, 
which was beftowed upon the occafion. 

During the run of this piece, I was informed, in 
the green-room, that an old lady and gentleman re- 
quelled to fee me. Upon my giving direftions that 
they fliould be admitted, a gentleuian about fixty, 
and aJady of nearly. the fame age, were introduced 
into my drefling-room. The gentleman then told 

xne, 
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me, that his name was Ganfel. That he had a fon 
a captain in the guards. That the gout vifited him 
fo often, as to induce him to decHne fitting in par^ 
liament. And that coming to fee the play, he and 
his dame were fo enchanted with my performance, 
and the charafter I bore in private hfe, which he 
had heard from the perfon at whofe houfe they lodg- 
ed, that he could not refill the ftrong defire he had 
of introducing his lady and himfelf to me. He then 
requeftcd the favour of feeing me in Southampton- 
ftreet. Coven t- Garden, the firft hour I had to fpare; 
and alfo at Donnalan-Park, near Colchefter. 

The novelty of fuch an introduftion, added to the 
open, honeft fmcerity of the good old gentleman, 
gave me infinite pleafiire, and I promifed to wait on 
them the next day. But nothing would ferve him, 
but I muft go in the coach with him that night to 
fupper. Being unwilling to offend perfons of their 
hearty difpofitioNS and confequence, on their offer- 
ing to wait till I had undreffed, I accompanied them 
home ; and in half an hour, we were as well ac- 
quainted as if we had known each other for years. — 
True politenefs needs not the aid of ceremony. — An 
engaging freedom^ an eafy familiarity, and an unre- 
ferved fmcerity, are the diftinguifhed chara6}ers of 
genuine urbanity, — To narrow minds, alone, is a 
ceremonious formality pleafing. 

G2 Mr. 
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Mr. Ganfel was a man of great natural un3efv 
"Handing, which he had cultivated by ftudy and tra- 
velling. He had been a conftant attendant at Dm- 
ry-Lane theatre in the time of Booth, Wilks, jkkJ 
Cibber, and a great admirer of thofe capital per- 
formers. He had been like wife an humble fervant 
of the celebrated Mrs. Oldfield. He was a living 
chronicle; poffeffing, at the fame time, a heart that 
was generous, humane and fincere. Though en* 
dowed with that true dignity of mind which would 
not condefcend to flatter even majefty, he was fo 
companionate and inoffenfivre, that he would not 
hurt a worm. It was not to be wondered at, there- 
fore, that I was happy in cultivating an acquain* 
tance with fo valuable a member of fociety. In. re* 
•turn for the honour they had done me, I requeftcd 
the favour of their company at'niy houfe the next 
day. With this Mr. Ganfel complied ; and, in do- 
Mig fo, infured Mrs. Ganfel's acqulefcence, who left 
(Cvery thing to his decifion. 

I'his lady, confcious of her hufband's fuperiorityi^ 
fubmilted her will entirely to his. (A rare infiance I 
own!) She minded little elfe than her dairy and fa- 
mily afFdirs, being what the world generally term a 
good l:oi.fewife ; that is, (he was able to make a fhirt 
or a pudding. Our intimacy continued as long ai 
4hcy flaid in town. This agreeable friendihip, for 

fo 
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ft) it rtally was, though of fiich a recent commence- 
ment, in the refuk, however, turned out to be one- 
of the moft unfortunate q>ochas of my wiiole life, as- 
will be feen hereafter .n 

About this time Mr. Metham came to town. The 
fatisfa£lion he received, from feeing me fo much ad- 
mired as an afirefs, and.from my having fuccefs fully 
Hood a competition with the firft female tragedian in: 
the world, was beyond expreflion. And whilft it 
pleafed his vanity, it increafed, if poflible, his af- 
fe£lion. My mother and dear boy were now alfo 
come to London. But as my houfe was too fmall ' 
for this increare of family^ I procured a lodging for 
itty mother near me ^ and Mr. Methsum took one for 
liimfelf at Deard's in PaM-Mall. 

Upon breafeng up ^f our Hiaroa^ fcheme, I had 
prudently ^ifcharged my man-cook, with a promife 
of taking him again,, if I fhould ever be in a fituation 
to enable me to keep one, I had hired a maid-fer- 
vant in the place of my faithful O'Brjen, w^ho was. 
juft the reverfe of that worthy creature. She had 
been woman to a latlyof quality; and was, like: 
Tattlehead, one of thofe civil, difhoneft fervants,. 
Aiat never t«ll a difagreeable truth, nor fpeak well of 
dieir miftrefles when they are abfent. Her mafler 
was the perfon to whom {he paid the greateft atten*^ 
lion, endeavouring ftudioufly to pleafe him, whilil. 

G 2^ ib0 
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flie ftiewed veiy little regard to me or my commands. 
But as I llill retained Madam Goundu fox my dreffer^ 
I had very little opportunity of knowing any thing 
relative to her. 

An unexpefted event foon deprived me of the fer- 
vices of Peter ; and my own fervant having fet up 
the bufmefs of a cheefemonger^ I was left to the ra- 
pacious depredations of fervants> who had no regard 
but for themfelves, and ftudied their own eafe and 
intereft more than mine. And this my attendance at 
the theatre prevented me from obferving, or being 
able to prevent. 

One morning I was informed that a foreign gentle-* 
man defired to fee me. As Madam Brilliant fancied 
ihe could never fuflFiciently repay the civilities I had 
fliewed her in her diftrefs, and took every opportu- 
nity which offered of fending me fome token of her 
gratitude and attention, I concluded it was fome per^ 
fon that waited on me by her defire. Or elfe I 
thought it might be fomebody from the Marquis de 
VernueiU as he honoured me with his correfpon- 
dence. I therefore ordered, that the gentleman 
fhould be admitted. 

Being ftiewn in, he requeftcd to know whether I 
had not a youth in my fervice whofe name was Peter ? 
On my anfwering that I had, he exclaimed with tran- 
sport, V Then, tjiank God, I have found xny fon!"-^ 

^ The 
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The agitation of the firanger, on receiving this af^ 
furance, and my furprife at fo unexpefted an event, 
occafioned a filence for fome time* In the interim, 
Peter entered the room, leading in my Httle boy, with 
whom he -had been taking a walk. Upon feeing 
his father, he dropped upon the floor in a ftate of 
infenfibility : and it was not without . fome difficulty* 
tjiat he was brought to himfelf. When he was a 
little recovered, his father aflured him of his for- 
givenefs, telling him alfo that his companion was^ 
living. Upon which the boy's face brightened up»« 
and fallirlg upon his knees, he cried with great fer- 
vency, « Thank Godf Thank God!" 

-This exclamation exciting my curiofity, I begged* 
the gentleman to explain to me the caufe of the fcene^ 
I had juft been awitnefs to. He replied, " That! 
** will do with the greateft rea(5inefs, Madam. I am. 
a wine-merchant of fome eminence at Bruges. — r 
My fon, whom yjou fee before you, had a quarrel 
"•with his favourite fcbool-fellow, at the time h^ 
was about twelve years of age, in which he re- 
ceived a blow. Enraged at the affront, he plunged 
a knife, which he unfortunately had' in his hand^ 
into the bofom of the Jad that h^d offended him^ 
Shocked at the deed he had juft committed, and 
apprehenfive of falling into the hands of juftice,^ 
he fled; and all the enquiries I have made after. 

G^ ** liimj 
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him, during fix years, have been till now ineffec^ 

tual. Some bufinefs calling me to England, a 

•• townfman of mine informed mcyefterday, that he 

** had feen my fon Peter go into a houfe in Frith- 

•* ilreet. His information was the means of my 

** paying you this vifit, Madam, and has refiored ta 

** me my child.'* 

Though I was concerned at lofing a fcrvant who 

had been fo faithful to me, and had (hewn me (o 

much r^fpefl and attention, yet I co»Idnot help be^ 

ing pleafed that his father had difcovered him, and 

that he-would now be removed to a fitu^on more 

eligible than that of fervitude. 2n a ibort time heiF 

left sie, with a mind deeply impreflbd with gratkude 

for the plea£ng reverie he had experienced in my 

fervice, to that ffiom which I refcned him. And his 

father gave me a preffing invitation to pay him a. 

vjlit, if ever I finmld travel trough Flanders ; which 

fome years after I did, when he made my fliort ftajr 

as agreeable to me as he could, 
■ .■'■■...''*'. G. A. 3*. 

s 

. *' O£lobtr 3, 17-*, 

The fucce6 we met with at Drury-Lane Theatre 
Vds infinitely greater than we h^d reafon to expeft^ 

con-* 
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confidering Mrs. Cibber had not played the preced- 
ing winter, which made her appearance the greater 
novetty now. My mother was continually inciting 
ttie to require of Mr. Metham that he would make 
me his wife. This t promifed her to do ; but no 
opportunity for carrying my promife into execution^. 
for fome time, prefented itfelf. For I was feldom 
alone with him, either from my engagements at the 
theatre, or from the company which we conftantly. 
had. 

At Jaft, finding one day an opportunity, I aflcecl 
him, without any circumlocution, whether he would" 
marry me ? He made me no anfwer, but abruptly 
left the room. Tliis cavalier behaviour furprifed mc 
the more, as he was ufually extremely polite to ever)'" 
^ne ; and particularly {o to me;- T was therefore* 
highly offended! at fuch an indignity, and refolv^d to^ 
let him fee that I refeuted it.- I accordingly rung; 
the bell the moment he was gone, and ordered the* 
fervant not to admit him when he came again. 

But, in about an hour, I received a card 'from- 
him, which informed me, that his brother-in-law,. 
Mr. Dives, and himfelf, would dine with me; and^ 
^s they fhould come about bufinefs, he requeHed 
that I would admit no other cornpany. I had no 
doubt but ttat the bufinefs they were coming on, 

& ^ WilS*^ 
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was relative to the queftion I had put to him in the 
morning. 

When they appeared I obferved another gentle- 
man, with whom I was totally unacquained, but 
which I foon found to be an attorney. Mr. Metham, 
who was the fpokefman, now entered upon the bu- 
finefs which had procured me the honour of this 
vifit. He began with a confequenti'al exordium in 
favour of his brother-in-law. This was of fuch a 
length that it had the appearance of a fermon. , At 
la ft, however, he came to the point. When I found 
that they had come to execute a writing before me, 
iu which Mr. Metham had agreed, that in cafe he 
died without legitimate iffue, the eftates he expefted 
to receive from his father, and thofe he now enjoyed 
in right of his mother, were to devolve to Mr. 
Dives, who had married his fifler, and to their heirs. 
In this deed Mr. Dives had kindly confented to join 
him in fecuring to me an annuity of three hundred 
pounds a year, and the fum of two thoufand pounds 
10 our fon George. 

I at firft efteemed this acquiefcence of Mr. Dives 
to be an a6l of difinterefted g^nerofity ; and as fuch I 
fmcerely thanked him for it. But upon fhowing the 
writing to my mother, after they were gone, (he en- 
tertained a different opinion of it. She told me, it 
appeared evident to her, that Mr, Dives, who had 

acquired 
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acquired a perfeft knowledge of the world, and had 
fludied with the greateft minutenefs Mr. Metham's 
difpofition, had a view folely to his own interejl, in 
the execution of the deed. For under the cover o^ 
this difinterefted provifion for me and my child, he^ 
had" a defign to prevent his brother-in-law from mar- 
rying, in order tofecure his eftates to himfelf and 
family. With regard to my fettlement, fhe obferved, 
that it was but an inconfiderable return for Mr. Me- 
tham's kindnefs to them. For though they had no • 
other fubfiflence, than three hundred pounds a year, 
which had been fettled on Mrs. Dives out of her 
brother's ellate in StafFordlhire, yet he generally, by 
additional prefents, made that at leaft eight or nine 
hundred, one year with another ; his fondnefs for 
his fifler being only furpaffed by his tenderncfs for 
mer 

My mother having placed the tranfaftioh in fo 
different a point of view ; inllead . of entertaining 
fentiments of gratitude for Mr. Dives, as I had done, 
and warmly expreffed, at the time of the execution 
of the deed, I now adopted others of ano her na- 
ture. I concluded it to be an artful plan of the two 
brothers, to induce me to give up my expectations 
of ever being the wife of Mr. Metham. 

Though I had quitted the theatre of Cbvent- Gar- 
den, and had given the manager reafon to be dif- 

G 6 pleafed 
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pleafed with me, by my precipitate engagement with 
the other houfe, yet ray intimacy with Mr. Rich*s 
family ftill continued. I likewife was happy in the 
continuance of Mr. Quin*s friendfliip ; w4iich in- 
deed, I can with plcafure fay, I retained to tlie day 
of his death. To this nevcr-faihng friend and faith- 
ful monitor, I therefore applied for advice in my 
prefent dilemma. Profitting by the error I had com* 
mitt€d in my negociation with Mr. Lacy, I foHci4«d 
his admonitions, without delay, and determined to 
^bide by them. 

On my application to Mr. Quin, he firft aflced me 
nvhether I really loved Mr. Metham ? To which I 
anfwered that I did, in preference to the whole 
world. He then advifed me not to make myfelf un- 
happy, or home difagreeable to him, by urging him 
again on the fubje61. " If you were aftually mar- 
ried,'' proceeded he, " you could not go by his 
name whilfl )*ou continue on the ftage. And it 
** will be neceffary you fliould purfue that prafeflion 
** as long as Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Metham's fa- 
" thcr, lives/ You are both fingle, and if you re- 
*• main attached to each other, I cannot fee of what 
** real fervice the ceremony would be with regard 
" to outward appearance, as the world are of opi« 
« nion that it already has been performed, but for 
** prudential reafons kept fecret; let me therefore 

** advife 
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•• aJvife you to urge the affair no mope to faka^ 
** leave it to his own honour and aAe3ion ; of both 
•* of whic=h you cannot have the leaft doubt. Thcfe- 
•* wiTl operate with infinitely more power than any 
•* ai^uments of yours can do, when he is Jeft at 
*^ leifure to reSeft on the propriety of fuch a flep.'* 
Nearly in thefe words did my fecc«d father give me- 
his advice ; and as I knew his judgHjrent in Ajch con- 
cerns to be far ftiperior to my own, I rcfolved im- 
plicitly to follow the direflions he had given inc. I 
accordingly returned home much more at eafe than 
I was before. And when Mr. Metliamand I met^ 
I took care,* whatever uneafinefs lurked in my heart,, 
that it fbould not be vifible to him. 

But the confofation Mr. Quin had afforded me 
was but tranfitory. — ^Though, agreeable to his ad- 
vice, I concealed my wifhes, I could not totally fup- 
prefs them. — I was confcioirs that my chara61er re- 
ceived a ftain from the nature of my conneftion 
with Mr. Metham, which neither the refle6lion that 
H origi^nated from the fincerejl and moft difinterefled 
affe£lion ; that it was not entered into without the 
fulleft expe6lation of a more honourable union tak- 
ing place ; and that it had been continued with an 
noblemifhed purity of conduft ; were fufl&ciently^ 
palliative to expunge. — It is true that in the eye o£ 
heaven, fuch a conneQioa, whea conduQed with 

this. 
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this propriety, may not need the repetition of the 
nuptial ceremony. In fuch a cafe the deluded fair- 
one might fay, with Eloifa, •* Curfe on all laws but 
" thofe which love has made !"— rBut to preferve the 
due regulation of the degrees of confanguinity ; an 
indifputable fucceflion of property ; a refpeft to the 
rules of fociety ; and to ferve as a reftraint to the 
roving difpofition of the libertine; it is .necefTary 
tliat an odium fhould be annexed to any other than 
a legal conneftion. 

My benefit this feafon turned out very lucrative. 
As I was now in a circle with fome of the firft peo- 
ple of diftinftion, befides thofe who had hitherto 
been my patronefTes, I was honoured with the pa- 
tronage of tbe Effex family ; the Lady Capels were 
SIS partial to me as the Lady Keppels ; particularly 
Lady Mary. The piece I had was, " Tancred and 
'* Sigifmunda ; in which I fucceeded much Beyond 
my hopes, as Mrs. Gibber was the original Sigif- 
tnunda, and moft capitally great in the performance 
of that charafler ; fo that I acquired, in addition to 
the emoluments, an increafe of fame. 
' A moft ridiculous event happened at one of the 
benefits at our theatre this feafon ; which I fhall re- 
late merely for the Angularity of it. There was a 
performer in the company who was retained in it by 
liie afting manager, more from the flattery which 

he 
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lie from time to time beftowed upon him, than, 
through any merit he had as an aftor. This perfon, 
whofe name was Sowden, was by trade a horfe mil- 
liner. He had, however, obtained fo much influence 
over Mr. Garrick, that he prevailed upon that gen- 
tleman to play for his benefit ; which was a favour he 
ufually granted only to the firft performers. He had 
the '* Orphan" for his" night, in which Mr. Gar^rick 
played Chamont, Mr. Sowden, Polydore, and my- 
felf, Monimia. In the fourth aft, whilft in the moft 
pathetic part of it, I was informing Chamont of all 
my diftrefs, I heard a voice uttering fomewhat aloud; 
but what it was I could not diftinguifh, from being 
fo fufceptibly interefted in my part. Whilft Cha- 
mont was replying to me, as I was then more at li- 
berty to attend, I heard the fame voice articulate the 
words, " Rumps and burr»! rumps and burrs!" 
Rofcius, who was the moft tenacious man alive of a 
due obfervance of theatrical order and regularity, 
imagining the noife came from behind the fcenes, ex- 
claimed in a quick manner, " What is that?" He 
was at the fame time fo difconcerted by the incident, 
that lofing entirely the powers of recolleftion, he 
repeated different palTages out of different plays, till 
I was as much bewildered as himfelf, and totally un- 
prepared to give a connefted anfwer. We had, 
therefore, nothing elfe to do, than to put an end to 

our 
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our cmbarraffment by bringing the fccne to aft abrupt 
Gonclufion. 

It feems the exclamation proceeded from the hal- 
cony, where one of the lower ranks of city ladies, 
an admirer of Mr. Sowden's tlieatrical taleirts, had 
placed herfelf (as a benefit leveh all diftiiiftion) in 
honour of him. During the preceding fcene, which, 
though interefting, was not much to her mitid, ffre* 
had indulged lierfelf with a nap. In this ilhort nap 
flie wa« conveyed in idea back to her ftall upon 
London-Bridge, and the duties of licr bufinefs, which 
flie left but on ftich particular occafionu, being up- 
permoft on her mind, (he was crying her rumps and 
burrs, as if fhe had. been ftanding at her own door. 
As foon, how^ever, as her favourite afior appeared, 
flie awoke. But I was fo much difconcerted by the 
good woman's fleeping' flight, that though I fhoirW 
have continued on during the whole fcene, I foon 
kft Mr. Polydore to fubftitute what he picafcd for* 
the entertainment of his polite audience, and to> 
:^ak his defcriptive conclufion alone. 

Methinks I hear you laugh at the foregoing ridi- 
culous fcene- — I aflure vou I did, and that moft 
heartily, when it happened ; that is, as foon as I had. 
recovered from the confiifion into which it hadr 
ifarown the immortal Rojcius and myfelf. 

G. A. B, 
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At the conclufion of this xyinter, I loft my much 
valued friend Mifs Conway, ttavtng over-heated 
herfelf at a baM, flie indifcrectly drank lemonade,, 
which occafioned her dying in a few liours in the 
moll excruciating pains. As I have already obferved^, 
this b^ and moft delicate of women expired in my 
arms. And I was happy in being prefent to footh^ 
by every tender endearment, the bitternefs of death. 

I received about this time, aflfo, a very warm in- 
vitatkm from Mife St. Leger, to pafs the enfuing 
dimmer with ber in the SxMiiJi of France^ Her un^ 
cte. Lord Doneraile, fhe informed me, was dead, 
airdhad kft her the whole of Ins fortune, cxclufive 
rf feis lady's jointure. To which, flie added, thai 
llie was -mafried to Major Surton,^ but fHU enjoyed 
fudi a bad ftateof heahh, as to be unable to return 
to England^ 

I was obJiged, by -a fimifar affliiftion, not only to 
decline this lady's invitation, but to poftpone my 
cooqueft of Louis^ tht F^tttntk, and to foffer that 
naonarch to enjoy his liberty ^ little longer. My 
indiipofition was produSive of a laffitude, which, 
prevented my forming parties, a^ 1 ufed to do, or 
^om carr)nr^g into execution any favourite projeft. 

It. 
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It however left me at leifure to enjoy {he placid {b- 
ciety of thofe friends who honoured me with their 
company. Such being my fituation, nothing mate- 
rial happened during this fummer. 

At the opening of the enfuing feafon, Mr. Gar- 
rick pi:oduced two new performers. Thefe were. 
Mr. Moflbp and Mr. Rofs. The former in the call 
of parts which had belonged to the inimitable Quin, 
who this winter retired from the flage ; the other in 
thofe of lovers and genteel comedy. Mr; Moflbp: 
fiad a fine voice, but an uncouth manner. For a' 
more particular defcription of Hirp, I will refer you 
to Churchill's " Rofciad." Mr. Rofs was handfome, • 
his figure elegant, and his voice agreeable. He 
would have been a valuable acquifition to the theatre,, 
had not his indolence, and love of conviviality, pre-^, 
vented his exercifing that application, without which 
it is impoflible to Chine on the flage. He feem^d tp. 
wifh to imitate Mr. ,Quin in being a ion viyant ; 
. without remembering that that great man never gave 
loofe to his favourite paflion till his bufinefs at the. 
theatre was over. 

The aid of thefe two gentlemen was not pro-, 
duftive of that fuccefs the manager hoped for. They 
pleafed; but they did not excite the public attention. 
And except the nights on which Garrick himfelf per- 
formed, th^re were but indiiferent houfes. The 

manager 
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manager had this feafon accepted of four new pieces 
and he revived " The Mourning Bride," in which 
he played Ofmyn. I had unintentionally offended 
, him, by fending to Doftor Young, to beg the favour 
of reading his new piece of "The Brothers," during 
my illnefs. Tliis unpardonable crime was to be reven- 
ged by teaching Mrs. Pritchard the part of Zara, and 
neglcfting the poor Bride. My fuccefs, however, 
in Almeria (pardon the feeming vanity] was as great 
^^en as Garrick's afting, which was beyond defcrip- 
tion. But notwithftanding the unbounded applaufe 
be defervedly met with in the charafter of Ofmyn, 
and the moft confiderable receipts, for eight nights, 
that had at that time ever been known, I believe he 
would gladly have facrificed both his reputation and 
his profit, fooner then I fhould have acquired the ap- 
probation of the public, as I did in the charafter of ; 
Almeria. 

Encouraged by my fuccefs, Mrs* Clive was in- 
duced to appear in the chara&er of Zara. And, in 
5ay opinion, fhe played the part with infinitely more* 
judgment then Mrs. Pritchard. But from fome rea- 
Ion or other, for which I could never account, the 
public in general are feldom pleafed when tragedians 
or comedians go out- of their ufual line of afting. 

Mr. Woodward once gave me a proof of this, by 
informing rae, that, in his vouthful days he was caft 

the' 
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the part of Cliaries in tbe « Nonjaror;** but nofr* \tc 
withftanding he perfornned it with the utmoftpro- k 
priety, the audience had been fo accuflomed to his ;ii 
appearing in ludicrous charafters, fuch as Slender, k^ 
Wittol, &c. *&c. &c, that the tHoment they Taw him k 
come on, with tbe ferious face the part required p 
they biirft into an univeriai laugViter y and continued' 
to do fo throughout the whole performance, when- 
ever he appeared. This reoeption determined him. 
never to attempt the Bufltin in future, but to keep* 
to the Sock, in which be was fo juftly admrred* 

To the fame cwafe 1 attribute the imitaUe Oive- 
not fucceeding, as I have juft nrfbrmcd you, atrcord- 
ing to her merit ;, for fte always fpread the face of 
j«y^nd pleafure as the favourite dauglker of Tlwdia.. 
Mrs. Pritchard, in «a certain comic Sne, poffefled 
unrivHBed merit; but I xxnM never entertain tfce 
partiality for her which a celebrated author no^v living 
did^ wlio dways chofe her for the heroine of his 
pieces, in piefer^K:e to the firft tragic aif^reTs that 
ever trod the ftage, Mrs. Cibber,. with whom Mrs- 
Pritchard could never be put in competition. 

But opinion in thofe points is < trary, and we 
often adopt ideas from different caufes ; fometimes 
we do it from caprice ; fometimes from a partiality 
for tlie perftm ; and I have known feveral, who ha\^e 
p^rfifttd in what they firft airertcd, though direflly 

. - contrary 
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•txmtrary to their judgment, left they flioakl incur the 

cenfurable charge of inftability. 

Dofior Young's tragedy of ** The Brothers " wa« 

Srft put io rehearfal. And from a fujqMjfition that it 

was luperior to hk " Revci^," great hopes were 

^entertained of it3 fuccefa. The parts were delivered 

out at the feme tintje for Mr% Morels comedy of 

** Gil Bias." In the fuccefs of which, the manager, 

from his friendflrip for the author, greatly interefled 

hinifclf. Mr. Garrick fei^t me a part in the laft 

mentioned piece, which I declined accepting. 

This gave him great oflfence, and provoked him to 

write to me in the following terms. ** Since you 

have humbugged the town, I fuppofe you think 

you are intitlcd to do whatever you pleafe. The 

** liberty you have taken in a&ing to perufe Do£lor 

Young s piece, is unwarrantable. And I will con* 

** vince you that / aloac^m the perfon to be ad- 

" dreffed in wliatever concerns^ the theatre. lihall 

** find means to repay the -contempt you have been 

** pleafed to fhow i^." In this doughty manner did 

he write to me for haying, commited an unintentional 

^offence, (if it can be conftrued into an offence) as he 

was tenacous in the extreme of every branch of hii 

jnanageiial prerogative. 

As it cannot be fuppofed that I would willingly be 

upon bad terms with the direftor of the corps in which 

I ferved ; 
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I ferved ; and only meant to haft en the piece by en- 
deavouring to ftudy the part intended for me, which 
I had been informed was very long, I could not help 
anfwering the manager^s undeferved epiftle with 
fome afperity. I informed him that I had not meant' | 
to infringe upon, his authority, or to leffen his dig- 
nity. But that, notwithftanding I was to be gover- 
ned with the greateft eafe by complacency, yet no 
power on earth ftiould rule me with a rod of iron. 

This produced a declaration of war ; as it lighted 
up a flame which had long lain fmothering in his 
bofom. — ^This great little man, for fo he was in the 
literal fenfe of the word, was poflefled of as much 
meannefs as merit. This is a bold affertion I ac- 
knowledge; efpecially as he was allowed by perfons 
of the greateft judgment to be the moft complete 
aftor that ever trod the ftage ; yet the dexterity of his 
management was equal to his performance. Of 
which I rtiall give the following fpecimen. 

He ufed to fend Mr. Varney, the houfe -keeper, 
round among the ladies of quality, to inform them, 
as a matter of favour, that his m^fter played Tuch a 
part on fuch a night ; to which Mr. Varney ufed to 
add, ** And, if poffible, I will fecure a box for your 
" ladyfhip." I have been prefent when he has called 
on ladies with this ftory, who have acknowledged 
themfelves much obliged to him for his intelligence, 

and 
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and have given him a guinea for this particular mark 
of attention, exclufive of the ufual prefent at ChrifU 
mas, and at . his benefit. And this he has done at 
the time, that, to my certain knowledge, there has 
not becii one box really engaged in the book for the 
night of performance he has mentioned. 

Upon my appearing in the green-room for the firft 
time after the before-mentioned letters had pafTed, 
the manager accofted me with, *' Ah, ah, ah, madam, 
" you are come at laft. — It was unfortunate for us, 
" that the DoSor infilled upon your being his he- 
" roine." To this I readily aflented; as I really 
thought with him that Mrs. Pritchard would have 
appeared in the charafter to much more advantage ; 
as I had fuch a natural diflike to haughtinefs, that 
it was with difficulty I could affume it ; and when I 
did, I was never fuccefsful. I publicly expreffed 
thefe fentiments, which were not uttered from pique 
orrefentment to the manager, but were the real dic- 
tates of my heart. To this I added, that I fincerely 
diought his favourite, Mrs. Pritchard, would gain 
more credit to herfelf and the piece, than I fhould ; 
and, confequently, be the means of acquiring more 
:onfiderable emoluments for the author. And being 
hus confcious of my inability, I was ready to give 

ip the part. 

Here. 
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Here the Dofior cried out, " No! no?'* whicJi 
liid not feem to pteafe the manager. Indeed he ap- 
peared to be much mortified at my fangs froid. But 
^s I had declared with fo much difintereftednefs, that 
I had no great hopes of fuccefs in the charafler, 
there was nothing further left for him to fay upon 
the occafion. 

When the piece was read, I objefled to a line, 
which I imagined came with but an ill-grace from 
the mouth of a lady ; even from fo high-flfghted a 
one as the Princefs Irexine. This was the fentence. 

.^« I win fpeak to you in thunder.** 

Upon my making the objeftion, the author replied, 
that he thought it the inoft forcible line m the piece* 
To which I anfwered, that it would be much more 
Jh^ if he joined Kghtmtig to it. Hearing this, he 
began to wax warm ; and declared that the perfor- 
mance then reajjing was the btji he had ever wrote. 
J could not now refill faying, " I fear, Doftor, I 
(hall lofe your favour, in the fame manner as Gil 
Bias, upon a fimilar occafion, did that of the 
Bifhop c^ Toledo. And I cannot help reminding 
you of a tragedy called the Revenge.** My hav- 
ing given the Dofior^s tkundtr a companion, had 
fet the rifible features of the performers in motion* 
This unfortunately increafed the agitation I had put 

him 
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liinv into, by not allowing him to be able to jud^ 
of the merit of his own compofitioBS, and threw 
him into the moil extravagant paflion« 

I now repented of my petulance to the do£h>r, ai 
1 had the higheft efteem for iiim, and had lived in 
the flrifleft intimacy with his daughter. I therefore 
went up to him, and taking him by the hand, re« 
queded that he would not only forgive me for what I 
bad faid, but that he would likewife recall to his 
memory thole divine precepts he had promulgated ia 
Ids " Night Thoughts 4" left, by thus giving way to 
fuch immoderate anger, he ihould convince us, that 
even Ae, only knew and gave us the theory, with- 
out being mafter of the praftical part. The Doftor 
thanked me cordially for the rebuke ; and ilriding 
Uv^o or throe times acrofs, the room, apparently in 
as much ^iftrefs as v^e may fuppofe Jephtha to have 
been, when he carried into, execution his raflivow; 
ht took his pen, and to the aftonilhment of Mr. 
Garric,];;, ftruck our the line which had pccafioned 
tlie conteft. He then fat down, as ,compofed as if 
iiothing had happened. 

But what greatly added to. my triumph, and to 
the furpri^e of the manager, who well knew the 
DoAor's tenacious difpofitiotij was his inviting him- 
felf horaeito dine with me. This mark of .reconci- 
liation, you may be afiured, I received with plea- 
VOL. H, H lure; 



Hbr^i ^h'tf-Ml'.Qtiin, coming- to town that day, 1i« 
joined m. A ' more hafppy trro, I believe, never 
fat down to table together. What greatly inh^ncied 
Hfhe'pleaforeof the Doftor-was; tliat Mr;^Quin had 
'bren in pbiTeffionofthe charaftcr of Zanga, in his 

• ( J 

** Revenge,'* aldnfe and unrivalled for year«. The 
-DoQor acc[«ainted my mnfch-lovc^ friend with the 
fracas that* 'fed happened in the green-room. To 
•which Mr/'Qtiin humouroafly replied, •*• Do6lor .*• if j 
'*« you vkrrew what that girl could do as well as fay, 
*^ \nau WotiM hot be furprizied at &ny thing relative 
•** io' hef/* i well tnew this was intended by Mr. 
•^uin as an cnlogium t6 me, yet I much' feared the 
*^13o£k>r would riot efl^em it fo^ He however, faid, 
that he liad been ' informed of tVie goodnefe of my 
Jieart, wfiich iiidirced him to impute 'what I had ut- 
tered tb fincerity ; whereasf, he^ fhdtild otherwifci have 
^fteefnied it'-cohceitM iinpertinence. ' • 

• ThefGf#ee<)f prejudice his oftienfttpriiid Its 

influence is tmbouiided. -There Js fear<!;ely an adagfe 
*hat h^s more truth in it, .or will bear a more exten- 
five application, than that vulvar -oije of ** Give a dbg 
^« an 411 n^me," &ci: Afekv tipaiiit^t- ^^ferisf'will-fre- 
'^uentlye'ftablifh^chfarAfter, ofwhichyfrOtti the^genc*- 
ral tenor of their condufl^tl^ p^rfonas/Jnof defers 
-ving* And, onthe contPiyv, owourigiiAitted aftioi^ 
-will damn ihcif feijpeft jfam^^-^llM«i^4bo^gh by Asmus 



not arrogate to mykl^ ^y^ "^^^ (^be, impujfc, as. J 

^ye, bcfpi^. fai4,,;^iag f^fefijfti^^ ilainped an 

.impijciripn ^n> my fawjar pi]L tjie minds of two men, 

^;^QiTtiaj5 (truly Jhj^ Jaid|fco. 1^ moft valuable members 
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j^rofe more from tfie authors charafler beiRff fo uni- 
verfally. revered, than from aav intrinfic merit there 
•^as ia it., Rofcius liad appeared iii ** Gil.31as;** 
Which was played fi^il, and of .whic][i, hai^/the parts 
that he, and Woodward filled, been reverfed, and 
h^d ^ more juvenile figure reprcfented the young lady, 
io premature a fate might not have been its portion. 
It was, However, condemned to oblivion ,tlie fecond 
tJljrht of the reprefentation. And had. not Mr. 
Qwn p^|gg-<?flj a, third night for the a,uthor» Mr. More 
"wotildoniy nWe nacJ^nis labour for his pains. On the 
judiciouk c^aftinff of the charafiersoi a new piece a 
great deal depends. If, a play ha^s .ever fp fff^at 
incnt, . trnkis this part pf the bufmefs of the theatre 

r -k 1 H 2. be 



be carefilillyatt^nd^d td, iil Vain iias tfe'^UthoTi^gnaW- 
cdhispen, and racked his brilns. ' . * 

Our next eflay was a play altered from the French 
by Doflor Francis, the then V^j&«/<?rf tranflatbr of 
Horace. It xvas entitled ** Eugenta, or the ftipj)ofi- 
•• titious Daughter/* And notwithftanding Mr; Gar- 
rick, and all his principal performers played in it, 
they could only. drag^i^kOi U M '&M C . fix. o r >«ine nights (I 
cannot recolle;^ which) to empty benches and a dead 
filence. . This difcomfited the manager. But his laft 
exhibition, ** The Mafque of Alfred, " writtenr hy 
Mallet, cJirried fiire fuccefs along with h. This nkd 
been exhibited foitie* years before at 'Cliefden, the 
fummer refiderice of the Prince and Prihcefs'of 
Wales, The great part, though not the principal 
charafleir, that of thfe Hermit, was adapted' by the 
«uth()r to his friend Quin. But when he offered the 
piece to the manager of Drury-Lane, he made tliat 
of Alfred the confequentral and ftriking part; as 
well as the capital charafler. In' this' Mr. Garrick' 
exceeded' even himfelf. And >vhen he repeated tlie 
following line, which the auttcjr tad borrowed from 
the Athalia of Racine, ' , 

« I fear God, and have no other fear," 
He appeared tio be another Atlas -^ and like him 
carried a w6rld-^\ipbn his %oul'(lers!^ 'TheVucccfs I 
«et with in Elfrida wks* faiore from Ctuation and 

dreft^ 



, iK^k .tl\aa ifQVfi thfijipcrit, of, tjie .part^ ^s ,k \yas ver/^ 
mediocre, and fliort^ thaogh the cJi^raQer i$ amiable,,. 
. F/om .b€ii>g*indifpofed at. tliq beginning of the 
winter, a^^d fo conftantjy employed during the re- 
mainder, pf it, I bftd neither t^niq nor^ incHnation to 
fi^e nnu;|i^ p^p^pany, ;. I hswl <eyen yery Utitle of Mr, 
]yjetl)ajm> f(C|^pa^y, .a3 be wa3. gpnpraUy at White's, 
oijfproe Pttli^r cpfFee-houfe Ipfing Ip^ money. The 
tJ^irtiQtb p{ J^uary. approaching,^ qn which there 
was no perfprm^nc^, apd it being Metham's birth- 
day, ,\ prpppfed giving a .gala to his friends and my 
owii. :^jQQrdingHy, I fent for Gpundi* to drefs the 
pinner; and, I, qrdere^ Rpbiufon, the confeflioner^ 

I to furnift the defert, . ; 

The gentleraan,-. pn whole account the feaft waj^ 
celebrated, brpught Mr. Cakraft in his hand ; whc 
was pnly known to ^e by having been in company 
with ^^r. flo?:, wb^^ lie accideptally honoured me 
yrith a yifit, as before related, and from his being a 
cooiftant attendant at the theatre, where he was in- 
troduced to me by Lord Robert Sutton, He fat a^ 
the bottom of the table next to his introduftor. The 
dinner wa$ much admired. But when the defert was 
placed on the table, it was- extolled in the higheff 
4erms. , It was indeed more fumptupus than it could 
be fuppofed Mr. Metham's foi^tune could aflfbrd; 

Hz. mi 



ahi the or*e%' Hff^fecAled^ efT^Ste^ g^'W' 

1 ^k'is much ciimpKmentctf for my^tiiHe in it. But 
one of the cornpany obfcrvhlg, that it might have 
^en fpared, brat leaft^fiat itml^ftt kaVfe b^etf moti' 
confined^ I hecinie' ienGbTeof the Mftci^Vi^ty I'haS' 
been gaiity of/lnleaviii^ it itidit:cnrtMi^ie\f't6 the 
cdnfeftioner. tt beingi howevei', lk>^'t'6i) Titd ttf 
Ve reftified, t eifide'avourtrd" ta' turti- it off by' 
pleafantry 5 faying, " I Was not in. feai- oF Vifitinj^ 
«'« the new buiidirigs in St. iGeorgeVfi'eMs, An ad* 
•* count of* Jt i but it ever t fliouW, 1 hop^ fAm^ 
•» brie or otlief 6f Him W6ul^ reieare^ih^.* '■ XJiibrf 
which Mr. Mctham arofe, more like an ihKiBitam « 
<Jf yoorlfidias;^ tl^ti the iiiiM 6f ^He fc^tf, afid dc- 
dared I might* rot there beford Ke woiild fefeaie 'me. 

The furprite this ^kXi^ordiniYy d^hrs^iiisi e\^cit^cf 
in the company, aria 'hik'i^^]p 5t;ffii-e\v i/po^'lHeiii';^ 
produced a deaiJ JSii'nt6 foi^'^'fi^w riiotn^iits.' 'A^{ 
Jeng4i the newTy-iritVoouceS^ vinror, tu^rning' to Mr^ 
MetTh^aih'/faiu to hirn, *• 1 hope^ Sir, you will ricJt. 




fe cbh^pany was entirely deftr^yda* Ana thougri 
j\*v^ not regret tW exp^n^.fe bf the %/ I mM 
Abt l^efp Tamentingthit my intem^^^ \Vefe ft%iftra^?i 
ed.' What added to miy V^exation was, that there 

beiiig 
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bein^ no plaqt of publjjc eptertainmcpt iOpeit^ on thatt 
evening, to indpcie the company tO/t4k« thciit leaver 
I foi^md niyfcjf , imder the nisceflity of afluming »f 
cheQrfulntfsi wfeil^ my heart was^ byrftin'g; .and t: 
was obligee} to contiAU^ mitbis jffat^of tQritiPe^ till? 
three or >foUf o'clock the iTCx^ mofniog. 

I jtift had time to^ requeft onie of Ait %4itS.tb:pre^:i 
v&U upon Mif. Metham to go,a\vay; and I biclieye 
hfewas happy xp? i the opportuiiity oi' doing : fot; as he 
€f)ul<V npt ^vpjki pi^ecciving, to what ,a» irkfOTOC, fitua- 
tipoihis. jniftfikpn jjealOufy (f^i to th^ patfliou alone, 
¥fas. l|Hf .Sn^^el^^fe tq bse-irnputpd) ' h*d . bfo^ght, thii . 
t^^If ,<:pi3)patiy^ asi wel} as. pJ^€e4 i*s in ihf? .mpft ri- 
d^tflou3 li'gblf Lor^ Downe, \y}io bad honoif red 'US 
wi|h'l^$> pref(tn$^, tevk^g ent^lained a fufpicioa that 
tfe:iiAiH was indireftly aimed rat hiiivwctifc a^rajr^ 
ay foofi a« d^emiy would ptnigtit,-!- And here I muft 
decUref^ w^fiildoiiiDfifokmiily, that/though I had. 
etery reafon itO) believe this nobleman' h^d more thaa 
aipartiality fior rae> .whiliLl was utider th.e proteftipr^^i 
of Mr. Methann^ he laver ibisatbed aii- ae^ent tba^- 
might be conflrued into love. I 

^fter the gentlemen .W:epe gone, fonieof my ft-r 
Daafe ftiendft^ .pleaded Meth^n's caiife, urgingi every \ 
thing that could be faid in^ his behalf, and f(^iciting. 
me to foi^ivc him ; till^ at laft, aggravated: by the^ 
kUullt, and (eiz^ed^by ibsir, foliciiiations, I^dcopged oa./ 

my 
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my knees before them, and made themoft facred vow^;. 
that if he wa» now to offer me his hand, I would 
with fcorn refufe it. 'To which I added, with the 
•fame foJemn energy, that I never* would, even 
though dfeath were to be the immediate confequence,. 
from that time to my dying hour, have any connec- 
tion whatei'er with him. 

Oh Sterne* had thy recording angel bift obliterated 
with a tear of pity this vow, this hafty vow, and 
thereby erafed it for ever from the eternal regifter of 
mortals deeds, 1 might have ftill been happy.— ^But- 
ah I it was not to be done.— -The bccafion defef ved 
itot the fame facred interfer«ice as that which thbi* 
hti'ft fo pafhcticaHy defcribed. — ^The piire* Ipirit faw 
from what a benign fource thfe error of thy offending 
hero fprung.-T-He perceived it to be a virtqe of the * 
fii-fl water, almoft imperceptibly fulHed by the frailiy^ 
of humkn nature.— But mine bad not any merit to 
plead in its favour, and excite the corapaffion of* 
thofedifcrijninating beings.— It was avow ofpaflion.. 
and refentment; and as fuch claimed XK>t an angelV; 
pitying tear. .^. ii 

Mr. Metham caftic the next d^y; and endeavour- 
ed to atone Sot the rudenefs he had been guilty of^, 
by the moft fubmiffive conceffions. He imputed it * 
to a momentary frenzy he could not controul; but; 
wbicb proceeded from the excefs of his love. My 
i refcutment 
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i^fentment was, hpwever, too lively to be fubduci 
by any arguments he pould make ufe of. Neitheii 
the moil paiTionate pcofefllons of unabated tendernefs 
from him, nor the fqft whifpers jpf ths^t afie6Hon I 
had long bcrrne him, which would have pleaded hift 
caufe in my own bofom, made any imprcflion om 
my olTended mind. I remained inexorable to every 
conciliating effort, and he went away ina Hate of de-r^ 
jjcftion fcarcely to be imagined.. 

Next to my boafled fincerity, I have ever pridedB 
myfelf in my perfeverance. Ixv which I perfift^ as- 
I have already faid, though ruin^ follows. — ^Happy^ 
would it have been for me,, however, as the-fjequcB 
will prove, had not the offence been given, or that I. 
had npt fo far yielded to the impetus of my refent-r 
ment, as to make fuch vows upon the occafion,. as E 
confiderQa myfelf bound, to hoM inviolable.. Nott 
only f^ven times flialt thou forgive,, {ays- the Frince: . 
of Peace, hut Jeventy times fevtjp. Beiides,. the renews 
al of love f rqm the quarrel qf lovers,, is an adage* 
of the earlieft ages- Time, which brings with it cx-» 
perience, too often experience too dearly bought, 
enables me ii<7zi;-to mak&this cooLand«difpa(IioDate. 
Kfiedioi^; Bnt, alas I ar .that period^ I' was young^^ 
uniQxperienqed^ , bli^4 U> -the future, aofd ^nacious o^ 
i3eloluti<>n$Mvr)3icb perhaps, as Hamlet fay^^. would! 
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•"^ haw 'been tn6rc "Koiiotirecl in tlie Meach; lliMh j 
•* the obfcrvincc." ^ ; ' ^ '! 

As fboii as my cothpitFy wer6 gone, the |)i*^ed-' 
Itig night, Of rkth^T mdfttiiii/gr Iretired 16' my rodtti;* 
6ut imy iriiiid being* too muck difcompofed to think' 
of reft, I onTy \<ralkcd; about it. WhcheVe*' I a]p 
preached the WihdbWs, I obfih^dyfey the li'gfitt of the 
lamps, a man ik the ftreet, \<fhb leemel^'ai' mutilv 
agitated as myfclf. My attehtio» v<ra5, hdw^vcr, fe 
cngrofled by my osvrt troubles^ that evert^ curiofity 
could not excite me to bel!ow a thougMt i^^hini.. 
Had I done fo, I Qiouid have concluded him to be 
fom6 fortune-hunter upon flie watch for a«Ticih feif- 
efs, wh6' lived next door to me, and 'i^ho wa& de- 
j^rlved almoft of feeing the light, by dtn- Jrgus of ^n 
old uncle. This would* have- been my conjefiur^^ 
Bad the fingularity of the circamftance engaged mf 
notice ; little thinking our agitation* proccMcct frbiht 
tiie fame fource J but it dul not* 

After fome days,, iilr. Mtetlram firidihg fliat tAitS 
pcrfified* in tie rcfblhtion of nbt admittHigMito as a.' 
lover, foJicitcd' to Vifit me as a friend ^ and he* pi'e-r 
bailed upon CblbnePSari^i^rd' (6 ^rfiiflda fee to re-- 
ceive his Vilit^ tipi>h' ffioft term*, "tb tMi I; W 
khgiK corf^*; • ^d f^ yfeWW my 'd#6ftm '«e' 
ikore i^eadily,: as I-liad fohiii^& kT^fetfoii 'nevttf' tclh 
tiitiar into a tepder connc^on with any other perfon,. 

but 
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ittt to &:dkait<' the wlwle of my attention to t}i<r- 
duties a£ nly frofeffion. 

I nc^v wrot€ to Mr. Qu^n, to give feiiji <in %c^ 
emmt ojF the tieVdution that had taken place ia riny 
aSairs ; and at the fame ttnte £ iiitform^ him of m/ 
determiria;dtin to avoid air union witli any of his^ 
fex.-He wrote me for anfwer, that he:very nmob ap- 
proved the lattc;rpatt of my letter, aadVmade u&r 
of many arguments to confiim mein^ihc neifolutipn*^ 
As to the opinoit of the woiW, it wasxrf t^HttJe/ 
value, in my eftimationv And a«* a proof that Ihaili 
always hel<f it fo, I hadjaever kept fecret fy6saait aaay 
part of my eonduft. As I wis thufe uoreferved^; 
people <:harhably gave me credit for more folHe»' 
thai^ i was guflty of; the only credit thetgood «ajti«-r 
ed world will allow, it being the cuftom of the cen-: 
foirious to jerr always on the z<nfa\K)urable fide, im 
6|ch a calt^uiaition;- 

• The uttdiTcerningmuftitude judgfe of aflfibrrs from* 
aeppeamance alone. The accidents from whence tbey^ 
proceed, and the motives that have govemed-them,, 
Ke hid from tfaeir View.-- 'So that whoever places* 
tlieir happi^e£s on ' the good opinion" of flier world,, 
will pafs' :m^ny a: fleeplefs night-— .Sotne ^ relpeft ia^ 
iinsbeed>dt» to reputation^ efpeciaMy frbm the female 
itx. Silt if ontoward circumftsinces ha^-e i«ef^redi 
€Vkry 'Cai^e to-^reierye Jku iiKjfie£laai ;. aa^ eith^ri 
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iM-foimded fufpicions, or an unguarded momertt, 
have call a ftain upon it, the confcioufnefs of a pu- 
rity of intention fhould enable us to fet at defiance 
the flanders^ of that many-tongued demon> who, 
••^ making the wind his- poft-horfe, is continuaUy 
** ftuffing the ears of men with.falfe reports." 

A few mommgs after, my maid broughtme aipac^ 
I^t that hadbeea left forme;, which,, upon opening, 
X found* to contain ten bank-hills of one hundred 
pounds each, inclofed inablank ooveF« I dire£lly 
concluded, that fuch an inftance o£ munificence 
could only come from the noblemas I have lately 
mentioned. Upon^evolving in my mind the circum- 
ftance, and endeavouring to trace from^ probability 
the fender,, I could fifX. on no one that feemed fo 
likely to be the perfon as hisLordlhip.. But, as a 
prefent of. fuch. magnitude could not. come from any. 
one who was not greatly interefled about me,. I judg- 
ed the perfon that fent it would not remain long con- 
cealed; I therefore locked, up the packet with a de«^ 
termination not to, break into the fum it -contained' 
upon any account,, but to wait the event.. 

Mr. Metham being to dine with .me, lalked Co- 
lonel Sandford to. accompany him» as I thought a? 
kte^'tete^ in the pi^efent fituation .of aSairs between: 
us, would be aukward, and not very agreesible ta 
both*-. A&d with tbeie twp gentlemen came Mf«. 
.1^ Calcraft, 



€^. A. ff £ L L A M' T^ jgy-. 

Cabrraft, witK whom Metham was now growirveiy 
intimate. Mrs. Lane^ the fecond daughter oi Mr^ 
Rich, happening acciefentaily to fall in,, (he made: 
likewtfe one af the par^. 

During dinner I was regretting that I conH notr 
obtain places to fee the new pantomime o£ *• Harle- 
'*^ qui» Sorcerer,-*' the houfe being fo crowded^ that 
diere was not a feat to be got. Upon which, Mrs- 
Lane politely* offered to pcocure (eats^ for me, anjr 
evening! fliould chufe to go, as well as for the young; 
Dives,, who Hill continued to be geneuaHy with me.. 
As I was not engaged the Saturday following at thr 

theatre, that evening was^ fixed on: for my going. - 

The dear friend of the unfufpeQing Metham, Mr.- 
Calcraft, now propofed to the gentlemen a party to> 
Oxford, to hear Mifs Blandy's trial.. As the Golo*- 
«el and Mr. Metham were both men of pleafure,e 
they readily accepted the offer; and it was agreedi 
that they ihould iet off the next morning.. 

G. A*.Bi. 
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Odober 26, 17* 

Mr. GARRICK, in order to fill His houfe, waf 
BOW- obliged to play v^ry often himfelf. And.haviQg 

had* 
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meaiis or Other corMx^Q^i, or pe^h.^^ /rom ttpl Sof^ 
tTig Uarned to danccy z^&CoupHidL^Sy^'h^ had a cejtain^. 
vulgarity irr his figure that was radier difgufting.— - 
Indeeri,. but few men appeared td advantage whea^ 
Mr.'Metham was prefent, as bk form was eminently 
attrafting,. and his deportment truly elegant. Mr^ 
Calcraft did not attempt to imppfe himfclf on his^ 
acquaintance, either as a- man of Ifcttcrs or a wit.' — 
He had fenfe enough to >know that iuch/a defcription^ 
would prove too manifefl to pafs witliout difcovery. 

His father was the town-clerk ojf Grantham. He 
had given, his fen a cbuntry-fchool educatioft ; th^b 
is, he could read indiSerently \r but^, to make amends 
for this, he was an adept in figures, aod was perfeftly 
acquainted with keeping a ledger. This qualifica- 
laon, joined to unremitted affiduity, enabled him^ 
from being a clerk with a falary of only 40 L a year^ 
to acquire a /?n«rtf/y fortune.^ 

When we were left alone,, the coJivefCation turned 
upon the imppopriety of Mr. Methani's behaviour to* 
me, at whith he had been prefent fome days before:^ 
He faid, it was otily to be excufed, by confidering ir 
as the madnefi^ of je;alotify. And he feemed. to re?- 
gretvhjs friend'^s extravagan<je of temper, which, hirf; 
]nA himi to make Mft of a bmtal eijcprefliflh, that ha* 
|iesu}eredhimmifei^hk«. « 
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This apparently unaiFefled concern for fiis Jf FreriJ, 
added to the general charaftcr he bore, gave me fo-* 
favourable an opinion of hiniy that I doubted ndt 
but he'i^^s realiy as honeft a young man ashc was re-* 
prefented to be^ I therefore informed hira, in'con*' 
fidence, of the bills which had' been fent me. As :L' 
conCdered him at too great' adiilantre to form any^ 
defign upon me^ his feeming diffidence, his aflFefted' 
moderation, and apparent frahknefs, pointed hinxr' 
oiit, Cnce he had been thua throwjt in my way, asi> 
the nioft proper perfon I could con£ah upon tlicroc- - 
cafian. .1'. accordingly <lhewed thim.' the bilh^ :and>^ 
aiked him whether j hfc - could judige> by thei fuper- 
fcription^ from whom they came^ He feemed highly^ 
flattered, at the confidence with which I honoured 
him ; andadvifedme; by Sail metans to makfttufe of < 
them. At the fame* time he declared,, that hadl h&l 
pofleiTed the power^v he would >have. done diei fame,.! 
without any intferefled view». Havihg myjfelfithe:! 
mofl romantic notions of generofity,: I was. readily:, 
induced toi believe, that? the perfon who had feht * 
theiDy (which, in my owa mind,- 1 believed ..td be? 
Lord Downe) liad no ^ther view ihan to extricate me 
from fome dJflLcuUies, which^ w^n tbeiiermiuMc- 
tham and myfelf at prefentwere, I might not chufe 
toalk or reteiVe fiomliim. ' ' 

^ Mr. 



Mf. Calcraft then afked rtio, svhcdi^r !• tho 
Mr. Mctbam mtcndecl to marry me? !«• anfw 
whichy I frahUly toH hihi,' 1 would not accep 
hand was he nqw^to oflfer it tO ntc, ;To this I, a( 
that I, had formed arefoltttioii ndver- tp-^nter 
aiiotherjcragageinentf ! let .if Be eivcr fo cligiirf^ an 
rantageous. At: this partof ocmt convdrfation 
f^urn of tfce. chafr being armouneed, he tool 
leave, requefting tliat I wouW permit him the ho 
©fiav^tingupon me when I had Eeifuiie.) iTo t 
alibnted; andftheh retired to 1 my jroqnr^ mathoui 
tert2di\ii^ anylidcaiof What ah uidHcretion I had 
gufltyi iafirtiiig' till fiirib «n hoiMMin khe mbi 
wjith a ybnmgTnani who, though ;/tiefteemed hi 
be too mBgxiifitmV to caofe reflcQionsi on.niy 
rafter,' mightinot bfe deeniM fd by (?/!lfon;;-^Thc 
fcibiiliicirsjioft a£)ing. Tight isia^t* alone fufflcie 
li^oarjBlftcfmi'OeiifuTC; every- appeaiTO^ indli 
turn m\jA{^0 heskienlxfif^'^^^ iidt 

ft^hdiag, *> <xv4 Ve as^ chafte^ z» ice; > andr as i pc 
•Mfnowv we (hall ^^^^ efoaf^ calumny;^' afr M; 
tdlfe Oph^lk; i^ilh^ yfAtn cifcnmSjfcB&oM itiuA 
neoeiTlry drat (the ikc)ftinfl0Gl^n«'ihbiiI^/a£V, ti; 
ferve ^eir thalkSef^^: as^mudi as'poiTible^ fi^i 
putedihuosl ) 

The next nighfc was Mrs; J'ritGhkfl^ft- bftiiel 
vd^dh I performed* The flage was exceed 

* croM 



I' citJWJfecrr • «#iiai a^ ^tfoW hi' ^^im ^cfeoft^ 'M:, as^ I- 
iooi tfe^* to geP^ ;«», ift * a Ve^ rude myirifet . Mr:! 

Ifed; in3iR&£«fcti^Iy i^f^ntedtlue a>ffi^Rt tH«k>1^ad bfe6nr 
I ofifeiP^ Ici^itft; ;''ayftdtj ififttffr^ fofttt^^iw^Js tfe^t^ eiifti^;> 

96t^ai dbfe %d^rifei Amy okarftpion- di^lir*ed he "^rnvM 
iSralk out, ai bSfr-KyMtfe^ to l^fjeA with^hliW.^ TWe^ 
iccdr*iiigly* wkhdrcv/' ttogcthgp; ' fe^ti 'v(pdti Ml: CUU 
craftfs fptedlily ?^urtii%withik>oks 6f< ch^ferf&laW"^; 

ThS fetcifdd tlrt; flift id^ dwt e^^ 
of Ws cn£crt*riiri^'i fot^wrfi^ for^e ;^ ahdhiSa^m^ 
reffeiUtlr^l hid^lvifiih hite ^ mi^ieatlbh to b^ iof ^ 
B^ jij^y lKat'\fee to % wi^h n*e'aftct<^the plstf 

was oven- •• ■ '•—■-' '-^^^ ' - - . . •. '"^i j^'^ 

Wiarin^,. 'cKmii^- «i^ ^eASrig; %lljatc«^ nfe to' itta^ 

ftimifed-:^ Ainrf 3ts he' w^i'tl^ drft' of ^'coittpaftj^ tjiaf 
y^eAi'^ty,: Wn&'%ii Befe4 raUiecf,^ duH^g fulpti^, 5(cfi 
BtiW td^eia^'Ke^^v^as pa^&f to,' l\i^^;^\^fava& 
fel Aali'PliaiBeytt ia^^grto^. : ' ' '' 

paaV wHbrea fi^aMof Mr. Methftm*s*caifi* tJi 
mfe, and informed nie thki . his mafber ^^^ come t6» 
f6W«» acKl deiircii t<i. fpeaJEC ta me ^t hfe Iddgm^.-**^ 

T^^ " As. 
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As it wasibift a gcp ftcw^ the p^ik;, J ivRm^ihiely. 
went. I^> my way ^ I faw, tp my.gr««^t I|iij>rifo, fMr^ 

Calcraft^ ;and tfec perfott Avb<^. h,ad 0&i>dc4 me. tUes 
evening before.j,.|;*fte^lvar48ifowiK| tb#it;>MT. CaJr 
crafrljad paid tl^flraogcj? aa^jkrlj^.vAfit io-the mo^t> 
ing,j and iir^fifled qnhis eitlwlaflcApg.iT^y-fi^rdoili^i. qi? 
cxpl\apging a. (hDt;,wUh,hi.n;i. i The pQ^r.rn^ng.yh^ 
did ;not evett reicjollefty , yrhe? he avpk^,' kpwi b^ JhaA 
got the bruifes he fdt| ,ccf^]d not at firft be perfi^deci 
tji^t i^j^ thing l}a^ hy^ppeired ^) Gjccafion^^.re^q^^- 
tbq^ y.Nar,evqn•.iifitb(^.a/Frft#J^djrq^ly be^D^g^yen^ 
did (be (Conceive, ihfeF^;W«us^ ^M:|y QccafiQa^iinakeair 
J^PvlogXi t<>. ^» ^<Sfirij/?'^ ' My. iO^jcraftj Jbo^sjeyej;, C911- 
vii|cing him that th^rc w^^sr n n€ce|rxty (for eitljier o^^ 
or [the ojther, the JFlibe^nij^n (for of jthat kingdon^ he 
Jappened to be) wifely preferred the former, ^ ,, 
. H^ accordingly prq»r|?di ^o. , ^t^^ ]iu ^pRifcjfJcjne 
viAlpr*, .Jjhey^^d l^ei\,ai,<my boul^ ^^ hearing! 
^^$ gpn«!i.to th<^ Park, wercr faking th^, bell o^hfcjx; 
\y;ay tp,Mr. M^t!>amV lo(^ngSy where Mr. Calcraft 
judged I injg^t (lalK in* We; all entered together, 
and, the ftrangecjmad^ ^n» aukvrafd agok^,^ utter-( 
ing fomething; at the fame ti^^^ abput the, dfeltcacy. 
qf an afh-ejCsr— a fet oS wretches, that., he feemed t<y 
think, might at any time be offended with, impunity^* 
Mr. Metbam no fooner heard this, thaa he faid jto 
kirn* with great folemnity, " Sir, ;that lady is ^9 be 
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*• my \¥ife P** So unexpefleft a declar^tibn frighten- 
ril'die po6i^ Iriflimslfi, who thought he had met with 
Don Quixote hihifelf ; arid fe^took his leave as foon 
as he poffibly could. For Mr. Mediam had an air 
6f coiifequwice, when * he |ileaftd to affumc it, that 
wak fuflBclent id^^kt' awe knS t^cff into a brax^er 
Uiirl thaii thy in'ftiltferieemedtd be. ' 

When' the ftWngei^ w^s Jphe, inftead of thanking 
Mr.' Caferaft for havmg refcued nle from the infiihs 
of an intoxicated brute, with all the hauteur of an 
eaftem monarch,' Mr. Metham afked him what right 
he had to "iAlilt nimfelf as my cKamp/ion'. ^ My fur- 
priffe at thii frefli abfiirdity wjls greater than I can 
exprdCs '; for V e^pe^eff, as he 'certainly oiight to 
have done,' that he woiild havfe Iba&d my proteftor 
with tliaiiB, ' fbi^^Hktiftg' guarded me daring his ab- 
fcnce. . '' '-''■■ ' - 

• Biit ihe'ltiytferv Wis 'foon drifavelled. By what 
droJ>t fA %e Convierfiitibii Which enfued,' I fouhd, 
that'^liiv^inj^' unliickily (halted 'at dy hoiiire, hfe had 
bceh iiifortned by ttiy maid [of whofe ^partiality to 
hihi, arid drfrefp^lft to me, I have alic'eady made men- 
.tiAil) '^noV oiffy "bf i^e /<?/^./<^/^ which' haid taken 
place ^^'yo'Kinfea^ihai)!^ anii(jiir,'4lie*iiighf before, 
bdtwefen Mr! Calci^ft ind triyf(?rf, bolt of hfs walk- 
iiig {A th'e; fti-g^tMiiririg t^e^Whofe piF 'the ^ nl^t after 
our^Wrrel.' ^htlftt^s information ma'de rile a^- 

*♦ qtainted, 
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jdoafipg iiitelligence, he beheld the honour that was 
.thus coirferred upon me with an envious eye. This 
event confirmed thart drfliJce he ah-eady had imbibed 
ibr me. For more apprehenfive of a rivalihip.in 
iame^ than an caftem monarch of his power, he 
could not bear even ajj/ler near the throne, 

\ G. A. B- 



LETTER XLVIII, 

The fatiguejbo^th of body and mind I had goile thro' 
the prefceding day, occafioned me to lie longer in 
bed tiian ufuai the morning after my benefit. I had 
given my fervants ^orders not to admit Mr. Metham 
if he came. ; But he was the maftcr, and would not 
be denied. He accordingly made his way to my 
bed^room, a^d came up to the fide of my bed with 
aiiook as ifraiitrc as ff he had juft efcaped from Dr. 
Moniso-«; Then looking ftcdfalfUy ^,ni€, he aCked 
<tie if I would live with him again? Upon my an- 
swering in a determined tone of voice that I would 
aiot; be drew his 1 hanger, and fwore by hi$ Maker 
4hat i fliould then die wifli him. Very fortunately 
my little ^hoyi was? playing in tl)e room, who^ upoa 
feeing the fliining weapoa held lovcir itie, he £creamed 
Qut^ ^ Oh my majdai my mama! '' . 

This 



Thift exdamatioo of his duki awiJui^ a gleam 
t>f tendemels, and obfiEnring dut I was dqirived of 
niy fienfcs, he came a litde to his. As foon as I 
was recovered, he tried by threau and unprecations. 
to prevail upon me to lay aiide the lefolimoB I had 
formed, and to renew om* late intimac)'; but in vain. 
I was 'not to he moved. Intimidaticn, as I have 
before obferved, never had any weight %rith rae^-r- 
Finding this method would not fucceed, he had re- 
coorfe to milder means. He intreated ; he prayed ; 
and made ufe of every winning argimient the utmoil 
tendemefs could fuggefL This mode of proceeding 
was much more likely to anfwer his purpofe thsn 
the other. Yet I fllU refilled every ofier, even dial 
of his immediate hand ; together with the moil fo- 
lemn affurance that he would endeavour to atone for 
the offence he had given me, by the moil unreinit« 
ting attention during the whole of his 4ife. 

Upon my flill obilinately perfifting in my refufel^ 
his phrenzy again returned. I repeatedly dcfired 
4iim to feave me ; and nothing but his exceflive ten- 
demefs, and the fear that I might be once more de- 
prived of my fenfes, could have induced liim. to 
comply with my requeft. At length, however, . fee- 
ing the Situation to which I was reduced, he weijt 
away. But this was odly.on condition that I would 
permit Um to return in t^\'o hours. As he went 
' VOL. n. I outi 



#ut, he gave the fervants ftrift orders not tq fnffer 
any pcrfon whatfoever to fee mc. He, then, as I af^ 
terwards learnt, proceeded te foia lodgiiigs^ wl^^fe hf 
found Major Burton, who had been fome tiipe m 
London, and had poftpbaed hb return to Fifance on 
account of the diftrafilon of Us friend* 

The moment he was gone, I difpatchel n\y nxai j 
^pon a Iteevelefs errand to one of m^a female ac* 
^uaintances. And, to preveat any apfurehenOons 
that might arife ia her mind from bebg fejiit Qut, I 
told her I was £o itl<hat I wouM endeav^our to comr 
pofe myfelf tilt file returnel. But inflead <if domg 
this, the was no fooner out of my room than I arofe^ 
and putting on the firft ciothes I could Sod^ I ra9 
more dead than aKve, like a diftra£led woman, intQ 
^he ftreet. The people at thi« time, it being Sun-? 
^ay, were juft coming from church; and feeing a 
young creature m a drefs sot adap^ lo w^tlking in 
the ftreets, and wiifb a wildnefs in her looks, thej 
jiatur^Iy oonchided' I was deprived of. my feofes. 

As I went along^ I was compofed enough Iq re;* 
«olIe£l that my mother's lodgings, •or tihe refidence 
of anyoneof my intimate^ coujd tioc furmfh n9ue\v;itb 
A. refuge, as thofe would be the firft places, my puf- 
fuer-^vould fearch for me in, when he was aeqwaint- 
«d with my flight. I therefore winged my fteps t^ 
Southanapton-ftreet;,. to the houfc whenc I lodg^ 

whca 
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«rben I firfi. returned from Ireland; whicji was the 
fame ars die worthy Ganifels bad taken up their abode 
in. Mrs. Smith, the miftrefs of it, did every thing 
in her power te compofc me« And after Ihe had 
^t me ibme brcakfaft, went lierfelf t© ray mother 
to inform her of my being there. This precaution 
proved well-timed, as Mr. Metham was at her lodgings 
•and raving llk^ a madman, He had been at Mr^ 
CalcraJFt'S houfe, as he concluded he was the lure 
Aat had tempted me to fly. But being affured that 
1 was not there, lie continued his refearches. Mr, 
Calcraft, i^n hearing I had abiented my (elf, expe* 
rienced nearly the fame tormenting fenfations that 
Metham did. Love and jcaiouf^ made him fuppofe 
that I had put rayfelf under the protcftion of Lord 
Downe ; His Ldrdfliip |»ofleffing every attraflion 
which captivates our fex. He confequently felt liu 
tie left >^nu his jetious apprehenfions than Mr. 
Metham experienced^ 

-My mothcar, after pcomiling Mr. Metham that (he 
would inform him of my retirement as (bon as (he 
had difcovered it, came to me. She would have 

I been better pleafed, had I accepted of what had been 
fo long tlie grand objeft of ker conflant folicitations, 
and of my wifties, now4t was offered to me ; but as 
Metham was in the frantic ftate fte had iound him 
to be, and danger might liavc attended my continu- 

i 1% ing 



ing any longer at home,' (he did not entirely difap- 
aproVe of my precipitate flightw i 

The paffion-weck, very fortunately for me, wa« 
the fucceediiig one to.that in which I had experien- 
ced fuch a variety of perturbations. To obtain a 
littlci rcfpite from. thefc, and! to avoid the. frantic 
JMetham, till he fliould' be reflored to a greater de- 
gree of tranquillily, I determined to feize this op- 
portunity of paying a vifit to my friends at Donna- 
Ian Park. MrSi Bmith, who had likewife received 
B preffing' invitation from the hofpitaUe owners o£ 
that manlion when they were at her faoufe, agreed 
jto accompany, me. 

Accordingly we fet out the next day, in a hired 
poft-chaife ; and on our arrival were received by 
Mr. and Mrs^ Ganfel with the greateft cordiality. 
In the old gentleman it was. mbre than cordiality, it 
am6unted to tranfport. • He even declared, that the 
pleafure of feeing me would add ten years to his 
life, as he felt himfelf regenerated by it. He over- 
powered me with the profiifion of praife with which 
he loa^ded me ; fo that ail thofe who were prefent 
fuppofed, thajt I not only furpafled tlie Gldfield and 
porter of ^zj time, but equalled the in'mutMcCMer 
of ours; a pitch of excelleace to which I could 
fcarcely hope to arrive. My youth, indeed, claimed 
C\Q iudiilgeuce of the public, and this they werp 
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()feafed' to^ beflow with a more lavifh hand^ tSanf,- t 
fear; my tnerit dcfefved. ..' ■■- ?: 

The unfeigfted marks^ of pkaftire which tvere to 
be feen in the countenaffces of the mafter and miftf 
trefsj difFufeditfclf through the whole faiwiiy; and 
all thedomeftics feemed^owifh to ifurpafs each .other"* 
in their attention toxvards me^ I found myfdl in it 
terreftrial paradifc, where c\xfy thirfg proclaimed it* 
U> be the abode. of peace, innocence^ and dehghf.. — 
Mr, Gaufel, who 'frdm- the frequent attacks^ of the 
goutj tq which he -wzs fubjeft, was afn in^^aUd^ ufu— 
a(lly retired at eight p'clociky* arid left Hs dame fo 'en-» 
tertainth^ir company at fupper. ^^At dinner he ahf 
ways took the lead, and' not only kept Mrs. Ganfel 
filent, but faved her the trouble of doing the offices: 
of the table. But notwithftanding this was his ufuaE 
ciiflom,* in order to {hew md evety rcfpeS in- his 
power, on the ev^ning.bf-niyiarriva] he declared het 
would fit up. if he never did on another, . It \vas m^ 
vain that I united my intreaties with tliofe of his- 
lady and the company, that be would not rillt hi^ 
health by flaying up after, hi^.accuflomed houp* He„ 
faid, he feU fo muchjfatisfai^ion from JiieiHg hi»- 
admired Juliet at Donnalan. Park,. that notl>ing Ih^i^ld^ 
induce him to leave *her till fhe retirei tO r.efti 

I was not a. little amazed' to h^ar the old gentle^* 
nian order for fupper., three tailed chiclicris, thr^v 
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fOafted; three broiled, and the cold chicken pjre;^— - 
Such catering, whefq there feemccE to be a variety of 
«vciy thing iicceffary to plea(« the appetite, carriect 
%kh k the af^earance of a peculiar fpecies of oddity.. 
Nor did his interference in his lady's province feem 
lefj fingular. And though fuch a quantity of provi'^ 
Sons of the fame quality was ordeied;, the cbmpanjr 
coined oniiy of eight perfonsk 

During fupper,. a gloom overclouded thr counter 
nance of Mrs. Ganfel, which I likewife could not 
account for. Her invitation had been as ftetbng 
as that of her hufband, and the pleafiife flie fiiewed 
Qdf, my alighltng fron& the carriage^ had aU tko ap->. 
pearance of fincerity. — ^What can occafion thcfe 
ayftcrics, thought If They were, however,, at 
length cleared up« 

When Mrs. Ganie} did me the honour to (bevr 
sue ta my apartment, ihe apologized for the indifle*^ 
lent fupper I had fat down to. She faid, fee had 
provided one much more fuitablc tothofe I had been 
^cttftomed to,, but her lord and matter, having, in 
his young days, nvide an oath never to have at hiV 
table, when, he himfdf was prefent, but one diflv 
4Mr rather^ only food of the fame quadity^ excepting 
vegetable and fruit pyes, fee had been obliged that 
evening to conform to his hunlour. I told her, a» 
that was the cafe, I coyl4 not conceive how he could 
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<4iteiPtaln fuch numbers as frequented his table, and 
preferve his refokitioir, unlefs he roaAed a whole 
ox. She replietf; that on the morrovr my curiofity 
#ouTd be fully gratified, as his brethreif df the quo* 
fum were to dine there. She then afifured me, thac 
as {he found fupper tt>be>iny principal meal, I fliould 
have one of a different nature from the dinner, a$ 
kng a» I (Ttd them the favour to fay ; Mr. Ganfel 
giving her pcrmiffion to pleafe hcrfelf in- that point, 
vhen he was not prefent. I o^vn the bddit)' of my 
new friend, and the innocent franknefs of his wife, 
gave me as much entertaimnent, at i^ait jundiire, 
19 my harrafled mind could be hScepubh of. 

C A. It 
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• Nov. .^ !>-» 

7H£ next mofhing I got up to contemplate the 
beautks of a'p^ce^ which Teemed to abound ¥ritb 
c^ery thmg that was convenient and elegant. The 
firft thing which ftruck xtif notice, and which I had 
not obferved through my fatigue the night beibie*-^ 
was the furniture and hsingings of the room in which: 
Iflept; thefe, as well as the bed and the Window^^ 
curtains, were 6f blu^ fauin; with borders compofed 
•f floweitf* cut em of eld fa&ioned fine point lace«, 
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filch as was formerly worri. This had the moft 
beautiful effeS of any tliiiig I had ever feejt of the 
kind. 

The houfe was fmal), but very convement ; ther^ 
were, however, apartments at the Pheafantry, air 
adjacent building, which co|uld be occupied uponr 
afny particular occafion. The kitchritwas large and 
well furnrfhed. The pantry was fupplied with every 
thing that could gratify the tafte of the greateft epi- 
mre. The neatnefs of the dairy proclaimed that 
the miftrefs had an eye over it. The park, though 
MTclI ftockedy was kept fo clean, that it had the ap-. 
pearance of a kitchen-garden. The menageriev^ 
iirhich contained many forts of curious beafts, w^i 
taken great care of. This was pleafantly fituated^ 
btit what conduced to make it more fo was, that 
from the "parlour, window you iave d view of the 
lighters and boats paffmg and repafling on the neigh- 
bouting river, which fortncd a moft beautiful movi-. 
ing piSure. , ^- 

And ytt ^tht wmihy poffcffors of this delightful* 
refidcnce were>not hap^y. They found a great klioy 
lo^their coipfort from their ©nly {6n, CoJ. Gatnfely 
ofcflinately refufing to comply with their wifties m 
marrying. This oec^fioned much regret tohis patents,; 
who were apprehenfive that, from his living alid 
dying m a ftale of celibacy, tlieiC' efiate,; whichnbey . 

h^id 
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ladF taken fo much pains to improve for him, flioulct 
devolve to ftrangers.— Such i& the lot of mortals. — 
Some darklbme cloud or other will intercept^ the 
k^ams of happinefs. — We vainiy flatter ainrfelveS' 
>fith tailing unimbittered plea(ures. — To every ftate. 
aad condition aire, amiexed its advantages ^nd difad^ 
vantages, — Even a monarch, ** fleeping in perfum^ 
*y chambers; under the canopies of cpftly ftate, and 
•* lulled with founds of fweet melody'/* fometimes^ 
oan envy the peaceful flumbers of the meancft 
wretch-^and like the fourth Harry, exclaim, 

* • • '■"■■' .' . ' '' ',. . 

• " Can^ft thou, O partial fleep, give thy rephfc 

*' To the wet fea-boy, in the rudefh^our? 

" And, in the calmcfl: and the ftillcft night, 

** With all appliances and means to boot,- 

« Deny it to t king ? '' — 

Though I had fet out on my ramble tn^er this de*- 
Kghtful fpcrt foon after breakfafl, I was fo enchanted 
by ihe different parts of it, and led on from one 
b^uty to another, that dinner was pe^dy before I 
returned. I Was^of coiirfe obliged to make my ap* 
pearanc^ aibong'the A.gwive and' reverend- figniors," 
wlia compofec^tht party,, in' my. diftiabile. The maf^ 
fer of Ae< A<mft, ^fivEoaimdcd- .by: his .*confeqi^etuia4 
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brethten^ waited; my return on hi's^ cruti^ies r and 
gently chut me for preventmg the vennbo^from bem^ 
iierved up^ UpoA' e?&a2ninang the contents of the 
llible, I obfesved that it con Afted of! a< large haunchi 
df venifon^at the fop^ ancMjm at the bottom^ a paftyr 
0n^ each idt^ ^d» Irencfa. beans;, &c^ &c^ ia ther 
niddle.. 

As Fhad^alWays a^diflikt ta vemfon^ Iwak appre^ 
henfive F ihould^ not be able^ to^make a cfinfier. But 
•omplaifance obliging m« to concealuhis pecuHarity»« 
I tailed iiy and faund' it to be the moil delicioufl^ 
viand' I had ever partaken of. The defert made up* 
in variety for the famenefs of the dinner; After 
fitting tilli the bottlfe began* to circulate, t made ^t 
motion to retire ;. when the mafter o£tlie feafti. who. 
fat next to xne,. gave me ai gentle tag^ adding, at the 
fame time,. ^ Sit ftitt; my difear girl; we never fay^ 
*« any^ihg women \youM^biufii.to hear t and I cai»i 
* fee no reafim.for la^e.s retiring, after th« firft orr 
"** fecond glafs,, without it arifas from as apprehen- 
** iion of fbmething of that nature, or.tkat fhenea. 
•• propofc tp mkkc^ themfelvcs brutes,.**' 

This fentiment, which wotfM ha^n^. ^teie ifonotur* 
to the mod reSn^' uiiderfhindnig^. pksfed me lb* 
tnttct^ir that H v^ ^i^ cbficttby I niraattd froai. 
kiOittg ijhe hand that had tapped^ me* — The want 4)f ^ 
decency,, indeed,, ^ui^t a.waiit vi fefife.* It is ver^ 
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Sard' that women' fhould be excluded, as the}^ t(Kr 
frequently are at the politcff tables, from Iharing inr 
llie mirth and convivialit]^ ttfoally attendkttt on ther 
cir^laiton of tlie boitl^ be<:aufe feme gentlemei^ 
cannot vrfrain^ from mittglit^ with their wit what 
muft give offsnee n» a delicate mind !^ — With men of 
true genius and perfe£l good>bfeeding«< the mental 
^wl (as tny much^lamented friend Thomfon ternu^ 
U.) is Biore pfyed' than- the bofi:le.<-''<^Their feaftfi not^ 
only tend to the rcfrefibnent of the body, but fur-r 
sUb food Iqr the {iaul!r--v^d as the imeIIe£ktarbowt^ 
thoffgh elevating^ does not poiTef's the intoxicating 
l^wer of the juice of the grape» the \f it and humour 
k infpires are feldom tindured with indelicacy •- 

At Mn ,Quin'9 petit foupers^ which were hortour^ 
1^ vfith tlie prefence of foffte of the brigliteft geni-^ 
ttfertbe of agey nothing efcaped that could' offend a^ 
feiaale ear.- There the converfation' was^ delicate,, 
lively,' and interfperfed with every thing that could 
iH^rove the' Underfianding, as well aft delight the 
]ieari*^bme expreflions, not altogether beicoming 
(he lifts' of thia^ boft of men;- liave^ been; I know, im^^ 
j^edto'hitn; Imd' from' the luxurianc)r of his ima* 
gination, fome mi^ have cfcaped hkn in an un-r 
gitatded ia<>ment; but thek jeux d* ej'prits liave, % 
dtottbl mqS* b^B midtiplied, and many have obtained 
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the fahftion of his n^mc which owed not their being' 
to him. 

ColbnelGanfel joined us in the- evening; and a«" 
nis mother dpated upon him, the fatted caFf was kil- 
led. ' Upon this occafionMfs. GanfePgave erident 
groofs that (he had made Mts. Glafs's art of cookery 
her fiudy. The next day, as we were fitting at dih- 
Jdcr, the old gentteman was informed that a ftranger 
wifhed to fpeak with him. Upon his fending out 
word that he Would be glad if the geritlWnan would^ 
^alk in, /he received a note acquainting him^ that as' 
the bufmeft was of a very particular and preffing* 
Bature, the writer begged- te have the- honour ofi 
fpeaking to him alone. 

Mr. Ganfel,. who added curiofity to his other qua- 
Eties, gave orders that one of the four diflies which* 
tvrere on the table (four being hi« ufual number)^ 
fhould be kept warm for himfelf and vifitor. He* 
then defired- us to proceed with our dinner, as • from* 
the contents of the note it was uncertain* how long» 
he {hou^d be detained. The- air he affumed, as he- 
faid this, feemed to aflfe£b his fon-very vifibly. I< 
©bferved that he changed- colour, and appeslred to be^ 
mucVi agitated. After fome lime thehell^rangj andj 
the referved difli was ordered to be fefVed tip to-Mr.v 
G^anfel and his gueft. Mrs. Ganfel going out at the* 
fadie time, (he foon returned, and fmiling on her* 

fon>. 
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librr, faid' to Rim, *• You need not be alarmed, your 
*• father is in high good-humour. You are not the* 
**. firft fon that ha» fallen- in love without the leave* 
•* of his parents." From this I learnt the caufe of 
the ColoncFs anxiety ^ and Was further irrforme^ af- 
terwards, that he h^ beem for forae time privately^ 
married to* a perfon, to his* union with whom^ihe had» 
but little hope of obtaining his father's cehfent.- 

The colbnd had brought down with him a beao-r 
tiful white bull,, as an addkiomto his father's mena-^ 
gerie. It was the itooft extfa^rfinary^creatlire of the 
iind I cfvep fawV* After tiinniBr we went into .flicf 
park to view h. Whilft I was there; a fervaht earner 
to inform me* that his iftafter iiequeftdito fpeak withr 
ine. As I fuppofed the old gentleman only wantedb 
me, through his fotidiiefe for my compaiiyi'to joik at 
the cortv^crfation^ L was not very w^lfpleafed wiih this 
markof^iftinftion'^'I had miiGh tether hat ve remaine(t 
with the party I-was in, and confinueii myi walk ; hut 
m>twithftandinginyreluftancel obeyed the iiivit&ti46rt* 

•Tiis being my idea- relative to the caofe 6f fthe 
meffage I ha* jtiflr received ,i I went iiHO'tfie-rbom 
whiirc Mr. Gafttfel was^, without any other fufpicion^ 
firherf; t<5 nfyinexpreffiblo&rprifer I:&ivlMr. Cal» 
cnkft v^^h ^hiik. i* I ^d^ no-JCboOfteiri entered" than ' the 
©Id gentleman, taking me by the hand, anihi^ fhsw 
^iSlor by liis,, introduced him to me in tbe following, 

words ;: 
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words : " H^re, iny dear, is your prote£lor from # 
'^ m^dmaiii This i$ i| gentfeman of honour, and he 
f l^fOpofes, witfeyoiHR ceftf«n€, to iBaktf you hi^|iy< 
•^ forWt/" 

He tH^ti (hewed 910 A^ paper; but,, wkhouc ex^^ 
plaining^ the amtenCl of it, rtift^ the bd), and or •^ 
dered ar fefvram to go k) his attofney, »)d defire 
him to cdne iflftmediatety. The ftrVant ftHfti fectni- 
ed, and nrfDrmed his m^A&r ihaU fb» aKomey he 
ttfitaUy eaiplbjred was not at home^ but thilt Mr.* 
^li halve ffn^gfH the naiite of the other) was.— 
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•* Nol aoi"^ exclaimed litie old gentkiila»; *^ he wilt 
^ not do. I do not want a^ {etk)\r to edme and dine 
•^ with< m^r sn^ ^^ ehaiige me thirteen: fliiUingS sUm^ 

* foiir-p0iKe for hir company. S^ yotf • hfiow, Sir^**: 
laid he,< tumicig^o Mr. Cidcfafc^ '« tllat Ifre^iiemlyr 
^ afted that niaa ladtnit. with me, in-the fame raan^^ 

* ncr I aiay do any other of my ni^MMita, aA4 
^ .lih^ .fceundreU hefides cramnding; him£slf with the 
** heft thai my table afiorded;. chaiged ma thirtaaa 
1* %iilliinfp and fouT'-peilctS for eVery tia^e he did me 
^ ahc honour la yiTu ifie, uf^ Wanfoiftifsd tor the fu» 
^ of tiM> huflriied poimd^ fiui ydu a»<in na haftey'* 
eoi^limkd /he; ** Iny j|tt(Nr>iey will retor» in th^ 

^ evcnitig, and ikm -fb^ JHiftifft Atdl ka €a^ 
^«hMUU' 
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Ted me of the power of fpeech, Upofr which Mr., 
Ganfel v«»ton to mfonfime, thsrt Mr. Cala^ft, im 
whole pi^ib he fauneheot oixC, baMt k not iii^ hit power 
to marrf me iiifmdfeitelyr^ as Us dependence on Mr- 
Fox pve vetited faAn itoftst teing fe.. But tfast the pa- 
per he IkUfn kttHnnd tvas the c^pf #f ftc^ttCmA oiT 
marriage, in which Mr.. Cidcsift h»d' engdgtd, uir**^ 
der thft forfeifore vf ftEiy i^u£ifid^ pdtxidiv to muke 
me hi}^ wife^ withia the tnrahi of fis^ or fen^en ji^ears ;; 
» which Mie^ froffi-evetyr afiytaiMtoce, Aere* wa^ itdi 
dbiibr of hit. jKqmiflg fuck; «n iiidtpcniiaiey ai; 
i^oald eimblehiTfi to aK^^w^MsftoatiMK Biitatpi««t 
fent he couRI it0t feffi&r the eetemony ta be petsform*^ 
td, ait^his patarcm4tad«ajoffiediwm^ t^nniiain dF hir 
difpleafare; anditlie to£f of his fuf^ortv nee to^enteir 
into a feriou^' ei]^geiaeiic wHht^ ivoennsn ^ IN1I1H0 
life*. 7hat ai-theft tnrm tise fentisiBata of' tfarmaMt 
ID whdoi be ti«M iDdid^ted; £0r Us^ frc%i»ft 4fBtt#iiie«^. 
and' oil; lAom hii^ futune p w^p efl b dlqien&d, htt* 
ihoyght he iMt^bMud ih' grafitodd to^ obeji^bii m^ 
j«ifii<iii» oR^thM b«adi. Tht)Morer tiUMigh.be kivedl 
Bie ta d)iftra6fiait^ he had: too gneaK a»:>reg»d lo bt#^ 
k^iouiv whkh'behadf^dedgedtobkpoiwoR^.l^^pi^^ 
dafe oiireB/iae at the ^ocpeiioe <^ k. ^ fluids 'mm^ 
fl^ftsdr a^fitQatea^^ beriiadiiiaiiightof thk-lKedi^d atf < 
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the only one by which he c«uItilfeoure ^,.and Jte^p^ 
his own.word. . \^ I : ./ 

/ I heard, with p^^nqe, Mr. Ganfel. repeat His vifi-^ 
tor's reafons for hi^ pttkat cottduQ, ; but he had rio- 
fooher done fo^th^n I €x;prefledr m>the:?flrong!efl 
terms, . my (difikisfaflion' to the lattiet',; at taking the 
libeFty o£ trouUang^/eithiir M«^ Ganfel orinyfelf i4)on 
thcifubjcft. Ji there aflured hita, that J ..Was finnly 
Tsefolvednev^* t© form any. connexion whatfofcver,. 
and*defired Jie would let me hear no more of his ad-^ 
Jueffcf. -> I wa^- now/, abput lo leave th^.roora, when 
Mr. .Gakraftf iwha wa/s vifibly affefled at) my deter-> 
iiunation;/i{lepped:bellween me and the ^oor; and 
endeaev'Qured to prevent me ftxjm goings - ! 

? QSended at^hisifroedomrv paffioh got the better of 
good .manners, and, I ahi^ralxnoll afhamed even, at 
Ais 4iftant period to> indite- it,^ I ftruck hifii. The 
tfaought'dfhaving demeaned my {el£ To much, ope-^ 
ratedfo' ibreiblyon^my mind^ th^t I bur/l into tears f 
aoid ,1 felt myfelf more confounded- at having give» 
the blow, than-^ Z^ga did at receivifig one. ' Mr^ 
Calcifaft^veniedi his feelings in fighs and groans ; . buA 
the aW gentleiAian v^as almaftixJiftraifted. . At lengrfi; 
the jatter haiviGjg<6mpei]c(d metioifitidbwn^ he exp»i 
tiated uppn Mr. MeihamV uj3gehtleman4i^ treaft* 
metit of. me, : : By. rthis. m^anfe, Hefaid, my .« vjiracitjr 
was doubted, my reputation blafled, and I was every 

momenta 
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momeht liable to fall a facrificc to a midman's jea-'' 
loufy. In flioFt^ he 'painted my fituation in fucb 
lively colours^ that I^now trembled as mucli fo ora» 
jBear, as I had juft ddne- from anger ; and I fat de-* 
prived of the power of fpeech or motipn. 

When Mr. Calcraft found he had fo \rann an ad-^ 
vocate in Mr. Gaafcl; he thought it woCtld ftyrtheF 
his fuit, if he left him to- plead his caufc alorte. ' He 
accordingly apologized to the old gentleman for. hiS' 
abrupt departure, by making bufinefs bisrexcufe— ^ 
He further tol4 him*; that he; feared th^Xame ^eafon> 
would impede hi& vifiting Donnalan-Parjc a^in for* 
feme titne, unlefs I|e fbould honour him. wcith tl\e- 
pleafing intelKgence of i;ny confenting to be his*— r* 
This he begged he would flrive by every means i^ 
his power t« obtain, and as foon as he had done fo 
he would fly to execute the deed. He added, that 
his affV»Air>n fr^^ |y)ff may^ifi fatfil ^i^b?rry ^^ ^ degrec' 
on mv account, as he knew not what would be the 
confequence of my rehimJng to* London,' without 
fonie perfori to proteft me. This talk he affuredtne 
he would undcrtaie,'if I would permit Mm, "thc^gfl 
at the hazard of his life. He thea»*as I utade.bim^ 
no anfwer,. took hi» leave. -.,,,.. , 

' Happy was Iwheft he left the room.- The agita- 
tion, howeverf that I had undei^ne, during this ; 
difgufling trial, threw me into .a fever; and as the. 

PaflioiM^ 
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Paffion-wcck was expired befoi-e I reco\Trcd, Xfr»^ 
Ganfel was obKged' to write to his fon^ who had re- 
turned to towflr, to defife he wOuId waft on Mr. Gar- 
nck, to inform, hrfn €if my inabiTitjr to attend the 
duties of the iherttrt for feme day*. This the Colo- 
nel ditf, ftfki found that my preftace was not very re- 
^uifite to the manager, as moft rf the mghts were 
sipproprfated to benefits. — Surely never woman ex- 
perienced ftich a fucccflion of anxieties aifd'troubfi^s — »^ 
I was born to be unfortunate— and every incident^ 
^tn 2^ this early period of my life, tended to fulfil! 
fbe fatal decrce.—Prepiireyotorfelf, tfher^fbrt, tfomeet 
ift ^ fcquene pages a variety of forrows, tWnly, v^ry 

Mniy fpriidil^d with, comforts But I will tUA an^ 

tfoipate^ 

G. A. S. 

i t T 7 1 a t» 

Not. fto, If— 

Mr. GANSCL fiK>thed^ tivUkd, and ufi^d eveiy 
alt to induce tne CO accept of what be termed hap^ 
pinefs ; and when my mdifpofition was at the heighv 
ht attetided me rather like an iAd nurPfe thaff rmair 
9I an affliieixt fortune^ afld Me who had fat fo many 
fbSSion» in^arSiMneiiL 
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At length 1 received a EetteF from my mothmr^ 
wherein ihe informed me^ that ihe had let Mr.. Me*^ 
thaaA kiK>Mr the place of my retireaaem, with whiicb 
ke feemed perfe£kty &tisfied. That ihe found hi» 
n»fpeTiM:k>» proceeded iTM^fe froftt the wound hi»^ 
pride ha<l received, by the fi^pofitioofr of his haring; 
a rival, than from th^ fervour of his aiie^kion. She 
added^ that it was reported he had renewed his inti* 
macy with a demirep of quality^ to \ihotth he hac^ 
fc^meriy been devoted; aod conckded with &yiiig». 
AsKt flie hadiCvery re^dbit to believe, from what Oie 
hod beaid, diat, were I now to rel^ from my feve^ 
niy, (judging firtai the iadiierence with which he 
fpA6 of me) he did not mtfan to marry me* 

Tfai3 fetter^ this fatal fetter* itreqgthened by Me-^ 
thaoi*s filence, when he koew^ or was fu^pofed toh 
kaow, the place of my rrfuge^ lencwed nqr retent-^ 
ment agaitiA lixatf nAith (or fone time had bdsft upon 
the wane» and put Ae finilhing ftroke lo my undcnlig* 
For had I feen him before the umcm^ to which I was^ 
h much foficked, had taken ptace^ dbougph I mightt 
fiot have confented to be his, I neifer could havei 
been another's. Thus, by themoft crueT deception^ 
(for a deceptiosi I afterwards found in to be^ and m3r) 
mother the iimocent means by which it was renderedl 
e2e£^ualj was I mad^ Uie diupe of my refeniment. 

.Tl»»t 
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That paflTion now Exerting its greateft power o^et 
my minci, and my' well-rheaning ii^mper, Mn Gan** 
fel, making ufe of every art to obtain my confent, 
to be the future Wife of Mr. Calcraft/ I could not 
witbftand their united efforts. The wfitittg- W^s ira-* 
mediately copied, and a letter difpatched' to reqqire. 
his attendande to fign* arid fesit itr ^ ' ■ , ' 

But my torifcSit was fcarcdy givferf, before the 
the dear idea of the man I fttll loved, in^-fpite of his? 
unkiqd words ; my fi#ft aitd olily tovc ; the^ father of 
ifiy child ; fufhed, 141 its ?T! 6ft* p3fcafing form upon my 
jfi'ihA', and banifiied e^erry othei^ objeft . My heart red 
coiltd at ^\e reluft*uit'uniiMi I w«is ahoujtu ent^rinn 
to, and I dfeiermfned't^) a<}h€fret« thii pefakition I had 
rnlade, of avoiding a conneQion* with any^ Other riian* 
My kind h<ril no fooner was infonried ol this* alteram 
tion in my* (cntiments/ .thirar he endeavoiired ;eo,eom* 
batk with His mofi powerful arguments] . H<r.repre- 
fented' torme; ^hesibfu^dity of 6ppb(ing my, good foF< 
tune, I which had thrown in my way an* affwrtd con^ 
ueSion with a man, who'was already in a good iitua^ 
tion, ahd who^id fair tb be foon an opulent one* 
That it was fooliih^aod childifh in the extreme, to re« 
call my promife wKen I had once given it. And, re- 
fcrviug his moil £6rcibl&6ne till the laft, he conclud- 
ed with obferving, that he wondered my/pnit^ which^ 
upon almoil every other occafion> was uncontroul* 
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ifljle, coi;vld b^r to be treated with indlflerencp. This 
thought, 4^dded to the. recoUeftiop of my reception at 
Tunbridge, whicl) made me feverely feel my degrad- 
ed (ituiatioTi, aroufed once more my.refentment ; and 
k " came <:f'€r me, a^ doth the r^vcn per the in- 
**' fefled houfe," till it totally deprived me pf the power 
•of making ^ny further oppofition. . 

I need not fay that Mi;, Calcraft foon reached Donr 
nalan Park. The contraft was immediately execute 
ed ; aiid, except the omiffion of the ceremony^ our 
nuptiids w^ceiblemnized to the fa ti^fa£Uon of all par- 
ties, iiU nt^ peer, Jilf. The old gentleman was a$ 
happy aud ^s proud of his having fucceeded in the 
negociation, as if he had married a darling daughter 
to an hereditary prince. As for myfelf, I ftill, like 
the patriarch s dove, longed to retufn to that hom^ 
where all .njy happinefs^ad £6 long bee^ depofited*; 
and h^ I known t^ieir^o/ fituation oi^the man that 
had offended me, infiead of«wait^g fpr his fubmifhon, 
I (hould myfelf have produced the olive branch, and 
have fued for peace, , When we returned to town, 
the contrail was left with Mr^ Ganlel, as a place of 
the greateft fecurity, ^nd as, being lodged in the hands 
of one of my moil zealous friends. 

Upon my arrival in London^ ^ppofing Mr. Me- 
tham's i^ate of mind to be fuch as. it had been repre- 
sented ta me, I wrote to him to let him know that I 

had 
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Shad now placed an everlafting bar to any fMtui^ trm^ 
•bn between myfelf and bim. But how (kail I relate 
it ! I found, that inAead ef the tmconcern I fappo£> 
«d htm to have acquired, he had been conSned to his 
bed, ever fince our • fcparafen, by a violent fever, 
'whieh he was at this "time llowly iscoovering ironi. 
But upon the receipt ofiny letter, his £forder return^ 
ed, and witTi it his ddKrium. So that he was now 
more frantic tham ever, Atxd iii the paroxyfms of 
Ills rage, repeatedly attempted to deftroy h»mfel& 
He was, however, prevented firom accomp^iihing big 
dreadful purpofe, by the tender care of his friend 
Major Burton, <and ibe vogiknce of liis faith&d valet» 
'Mrhanever left him. v 

The acooimt my mother had fcnt me wjlatii ve to Mr^ 
Metham's recovered coolnefs, and of his renewing hii 
conneSion wiA die demirep of fafhion, I afterwards 
^fcovwed, was commimicated to her by my jlsrvant, 
'whofe difrcgardfor me I have more than once nwnti- 
oned, and who had been gained over to his intereft 
by Mr. Calcraft. But this manoeuvre, though it an- 
fwered ibe pnrpofean fome degree, by bringing about 
the union he wiflied for, did not m the long run, (ai 
will be feen) infure him che happinefs he expefted* 
The very faUehood and decepttoii made ufe of upon 
thefe occafions, ase Jilways fure to countera£l tliepur* 
"jpofes they have been dcfigned to fervc* Pleafure» 

which 
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^luch are acquired by^ truth and honour will alone 
prove fatisfafiory and laifting. 

A few days after my being in the town, I was told 
that Sberrad, Mr. Metharfs valet, wanted to fpeak 
to me* He bad brought me a letter. The poor fel- 
Ijow with tears in his eyes iafonned me, that hi^ maf- 
ter Wf^ ft in cQiifiQcd to his bed, smd would certainly 
idie, if I did nqt fee hiiq, aad give ham fon;^ comforl* 
He told ipe that he rav^ coutiquUy about me, wi£h« 
ing to Call wm ii$ ii^etc moKt, aad conjiormg me on 
his knees to be ycQ«H:il^ to him. When I aiTiired 
£herrad thai it was t09 ^^^ as my £*te wa;i already de* 
terrnioed, ^ kind Cfc^tiwf* ej«Jai»cd, ^ Then wc 
** are all wndpcm; i^ pooi^ £ule noLa&er ai^ all.'^ 
Havistf ^iaid ti^x he btM^ lu9 head <^prtJS^ wi^b 
ibrrow and dej«<ftioA. 

Thi^ un»fllir6)f4 #?«4^neC^ in the fervant, and his 
fnentioiung my dear child, whonv he Isov^d as if he 
had he^n his owii, nif^ more than I could bear. Jt 
^harrowed tip my foul. I r^{hedfrom himi to hide mjr 
agonizing fenfatioo^, and in n^y diftraftioii reproach- 
•ed both my mother ^d Calcraft lor having; ^ined 
to deceive and betray mc< The effeft of thefe exqui- 
Xiie feafations was tqa much for my ftrepgth, and I 
«£ell fenfekfe on the flooc Fvonx thence I was con- 
teeyed to my room, in a Hate ^rf irjmtic grief, little 
* ' fliort 
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Hhort of Metham's, and confidering myfclf a wtetdfi^ 
•ed creature, loft for ever to the M^orlA 

When Mr. Metham's faithful valet returned, 'and 
'gave his mafter an account of what had pafTed, his 
"diftraftion increafed; and in a fit of real madnefs, for 
nothing but madnefs could di£tate fuch an ^iftle, as 
he now knew the infurmountable obftaclcs which in- 
tervened, repeated his promifcof tnarriage if I would 
return to hhn ; and conjuring me at the fame time, 
by our paft happinefs, to permit him to fulfil it. 

The 'perturbations I had been thrown into by 
^herrad's vifit, added to the other fevere trials I had 
tefore imdergone, continued for ibme day« to keqp 
my mind in a f late of frantic cotifufion; but they 
^verei too violent to laft long. They at length fub- 
fided, and gave way to a ftupor which tht^atened 
idiotifm. As I had not, anridft all this, anfwered 
Mr. M6tham*s letter, he was fo difpleafed at the 
omiflSon, that he fent for his fon from my. mother, 
and placed him with Mrs. Dives, his fifter. This, 
Jiowever, gave me no additional uneafinefs, as the 
infinite obligations that lady lay under to her brother, 
as well as the tendernefs with which I had treated 
lier children Whilfl: they were with me, infUred a re^ 
turn of affeftion to my little boy, who was now two 
years and a quartir^old. 

' You 
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"You fee mc now entered into a new tract of life ; 
^^nd will, 1 doubt not, do me the juftice to ackhow^ 
ledge, that a train of events contributed towards »it, 
which it was fcartely in the power of human pnr* 
dence to counteraft. I have indeed to blame myfelf, 
-as I have hadoccafion to do more than once before^ 
for precipitation. - To my precipitation in making 
the rath vow I did, ne\'er to have any further rnti* 
macy with Mr. Metham^ and toiny obftinate adhe- 
rence to that vow, notwithftanding his penitence 
and promife of an honourable atonement^ am I in-* 
debted in a great meafure for the fatal confequences 
which enfued. — There is, as Sbakipepe. trills us^ 
** a tide in the affairs of men, (and why not of, wo- 
«* men ?) which, taken at the flood, leads on to for^. 
•' tune." — But how are poor mortals to know when 
this fuccefsful tide begins its couife? Was it, in- 
•deed, to rufli with the impetuous Hygra of the Se- 
vern, wc may then be afFured of»its having taken 
place. But as it commonly flows in a gentle ftrcam, 
and rifes by degrees, its advance is imperceptible.-^ 
The confequence of which is, that being unnoticed 
by the greater part of mankind, particularly thofe 
poflicflxjd of enlarged minds, the opportunity is 
*' omitted, and all the voyage of their life is bound 
** infliallows, and in miferies," 

K I^^*l 
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I will not pay fo ill a compliment to your tafte, as 
to fuppofe the frequent quotations I make from my 
favourite Shakfpcre, moft of whofe female charac- 
ters I have filled, prove difgufling to you; nor will I 
pay myfelf fo ill a compliment, as to -imagine you 
accufe me of applying them improperly. They are 
fo confonant to myx>wn fentiments, andjexpreSed ia 
a manner fo infinitely beyond the reach of my pen, 
that I cannot help making ufe of them whenever 
they occur to my memory, and appear to be apropos^, 

G. A. J5. 
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Nov. 2g, 17 — , 

j\ Long chafm in the profecution of my narra- 
tive has taken place, contrary to my wiflies. Trou- 
bles, vexation ancf illnefs, one the confequence of 
the other, muft plead my cxcufe. I am, however, 
thank Heaven ! iWar recovered, as to be able to fit • 
up. I fhall of courfe employ every hour that my 
aching head and aching heart will allow, in profe- 
cutiug the tafk I have undertaken. As I defign my 
narrative for the infpeftion of the public, as well as 
yourfelf, 1 fhall continue it with as much fpeed as 
poflible ; the fooner to clear myfelf from the impu.^ 

tations 
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tations with which I have been undefervedly loaded. 
Nor will I doubt, but when they aie acquainted with 
the real fources of my misfortunes, they will judge 
of them with more lenity, and give me credit for- 
fome good qualities which have hitherto lain hid un- 
der the miry incruftations of flander. 

My illnefs, from the agitations recounted in my 
laft letter, obliged Mr. Rofs to poftpone his benefit, 
at which I was to appear in the charafler of Juliet, 
and he in Romeo. Mr. 'Garrick, upon this, wiflied 
him to change that play for one in which my pre- 
fence was not neceffary, H^ at the fame time hinted 
to me, that it would be degrading to my confe- 
quence to appear with an inferior aftor. But as I 
was always of opinion that the greater the confe- 
quence of the performer the itiore incumbent it was 
upon them to afTifl with their abilities the commu- 
nity to which they belonged, I revoked at the idea, 
and by this generous fentimcnt, increafed the difguft 
which the manager already entertained for me. 

For my benefit this feafon I had the farce of the 
•* Oracle," afted by Lilliputians, in which I intro- 
duced the juflly celebrated Mifs Pope ; whofe charac-* 
ter in privaie life, excels, if poffib'le, her allowed 
merit on the ftage. 

Mr. Quin, hearing I was dangeroufly ill, came to 
town, jit once to fee me, and to complete an aft of 

K 2 generofity 
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jfgenerpfity, the recital of which, as it redounds fo 
much to the honour of my worthy friend^ claims a 
place here. He had performed, the feafon before, 
the part oi FaHlaff, for the benefit of his old ac- 
quaintance Mr. Ryan. This teftimony of regard 
had the defired efiFeft.; and the aftor profited greatly 
by the exhibition. His fuccefs upon this occafion, 
induced Ryan to folicit the.fame favour this year. 
The application produced an anfwer from Quiq, 
•^hich, whilft it is in the true laconic ftyle, is rich 
fin meaning.; X ih^U therefore give it verbatim. 

" I would play for you -if J .could ; but will not 

^* wkiJlU for you. I have willed you a thoufand 

'** pounds. If you want money you my have it, and 

'** fave my 'executors trouble. 

Bath, March u "JAMES QUIN/' 

This inflanceof his friendfhip to an indigent con- 
'temporarj% if poflible, increafed my efteem for him. 
When he came to fee me, I told him the fituation 
of my mind ; and found great relief from unbofom- 
ing myfelf to the good man. He advifed me to be 
eafy if I could not be happy. He entertained, I 
found, in common with every one glfe, a higlsi 
opinion of Mr. Calcraft's probity and reftitude. 
And though he admitted that we were not congenial 
fouls, yet it was in my power, be faid, as his aiTec- 

ti6n 
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tfoil for itie appeared to be greiit, to bring liim to my 
Sent. 

This, I owriy might have been th(* cafe could I 
have returned his paflion ; but with the indifference 
I feU for him, fuch an effeft was not to be expeficrh 
Mr. Calcraft af».d inyielf may be juftly faid, to be 
Joined, not viauhed. For, with a foul of fiie like 
mine, and" thoughts w^hich out-dripped the wind, to 
be happily united to a being who was only fenfibre' 
of the effefts of paffion, but totally unacquainted 
with the delicate fenfations of an exalted affe61ion, 
was a confummation not to- bo hoped for. 

A pure and delicate love, where ** two fond heartV 
** in one unite ;" without being refined into what is^ 
ufually termed platonic love, deviates not, however, 
into the conXrsxy extreme. — A thoufand' nameTcfi 
pleafures, which the merely fenfual can form no idea • 
of, conftitute the happinefs of fuch. A look, a wordj 
a touch, conveys exquifite fenfations to the fouL— 
But \h^iT fupreme pleafure confiOs in rendering the* 
beloved objeft happy by every mean* in their power- 
Divefled.of each felfifh thought, they make the hap^ 
pinefs of the perfon thus adored the medium of their 
own. And when the enchanted foul, by thefe intel- 
leftual enjoyments is elevated to a pitch nearly be- 
yond humanity, enjoyments dependent on the fenfcs 
^fiHore it by gradual fleps to its wonted tranquil flate.^ 

K 3 ^ Suchi 
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Such are my ideas of love ; that is, of a fincere an^ 
Jifinterefted affeftion. — I doubt not but they will be 
termed rofjiantic ; as they are, to exprefs myfelf in 
the words of Shakfpere, (which I have already ap- 
plied to fufceptibility in general) *• caviare to the 
" million." 

To the indifference I entertained for Mr. Calcrafi 
he was, however,, indebted for the greateft part of 
his fortune; for could he have infpired me with a 
love for hiWit ^ rnind aftive as mine, and ardent in- 
its purfuits, would have been lofl in the fweet deli- 
rium. In lieu of which I now bent all my thoughts 
on the duties of my profcfTion, and on promoting 
the emoluments of his. And I might be truly faid 
to fuffer love, but not feel it. 

It could not be expe6led that any of Mr. Metham*$ 
particular friends would notice me after what had 
pafled. I therefore, for a time, lofl the friendfhip 
of Mr. Brudenell ; he has> indeed, fince done me 
repeated favours ; but he never honoured me with a 
vifit, except juft calling on me twice to render me 
fome fervices. Major Burton, Colonel Sandford, 
and Captain Shaftoe, - were men of the worlds and 
confidered their own convenience more than their 
friend's romantic agonies. 

Mr. Metham's defpair made him form a refolution 
of going abroad, to revenge my perfidy, as he term- 
ed 
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ed it, on the whole fox. He had made the graces 
his ftudy, whilft a Cantab, more than the daffies ; 
and left there fhould be a tinge ©f college ruft re- 
maining, he had compleated his fludic^ at the Aca- 
demic Royal at Paris^ He was generous without 
being liberal. Being a perfeft mafter,. as the French 
exprefs themfelves, of the du mondcy he knew per- 
feftly well how to lay himfdf out to pleafe. He at 
the fame time pofleffed a tolerable fhare of vanity^ 
which prevented that falfc modiefty the learned are 
often addi£led to. And though no great adept in the 
dead languages, he was fo well verfed in the living,, 
as to be able^ when in company with ladies, tO' 
fubftite flowery fiflion in the place of truth. With, 
thefe attraftions, aided by a fine figure and an ele- 
gant addrefs, he might well expeft fuccefs with the 
fair fex ; particulary with Us petite maitrejfes deP'aris. 
And I had foon the pleafure to hear that he had drop*, 
ped his handkerchief at the feet of the Gojin. This^ 
lady I liad formerly intended tO' eclipfe by my tranf- 
cendent talents, when I propofed captivatmg the 
Grand Monarqut. ^ Inftead of which I was now 
dwindled down into a paflivCy thougluful, and (as I 
imagined) a good wife. 

At the conclufion of the theatrical campaign, Mr. 
Calcraft took a little box at Twickenham, called 
Ragman's Caftle, where we fpent the Summer. His. 
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aflPeflibn feemed to'be increafed by my indifference.-. 
As I had loft my two female friends by death, I had 
but few fair vifitant«» When we w«re in town wc 
Hill Hved^in feparate houfes, as Mr, Digby (the late 
lord' of that name) had an apartment in Mr. Calcraft'a. 
houfe in Brewer-ftreet. 

Mr.Garrick wifhed to enter inta« an engagement 
with me for the next feafon, in order to prevent 
Barry from having any female performer to play 
with hiin who could fland againfl>Mrs. Gibber, whom; 
he himfelf had engaged. Ml^. Woffington. was re*- 
turned from Ireland, but fhe wa^ out o£ his line ofe 
afting, Mrs. Gibber and I had contrafted an inti-- 
macy of the moft friendly kind. For, notwithftand* 
ing the great marks of approbation:!, was honoured: 
with by the public, whenever the merits of that la(dy 
were mentioned, I always fpoke my rear fen timents, 
and acknowledged her indubitable fuperiority. 

Mr. Glutterbuck, . an intimate acquaintance of the 
manager's, was deputed as ambaffador upon this oc- 
dafion. He had po^A^r to offer me not only an in- 
creafe of falary, but the parts of Juliet, Dcfdemona, 
and- Galifta ; which Mrs. Gibber condefcended to re- 
fign in my favour, to induce me to continue in the 
company, I however infilled on the. article which, 
at prcfent fubfifled, and which was not yet expired,, 
being given up, as it was now void by Mr. Garrick's' 

f having. 
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having engaged Mrs. Cibber. When I had ehterecF 
into this engagement, confcious of The great fuperio* 
rity of that ininiitable aflxefs, which I thought would" 
throw me at an infinite difiance, I had infilled ow 
this circumftance being particularly fpecified in it. " 

The numerous patrons and' patronefles who ho- 
noured me with their proteftion; and Hill declared 
warmly in my favour, made my defertion much fear- 
ed by the patentees- of Drury-Lahe, and courted by 
the proprietor of Covent-Garden; With the latter 
at length I engaged, in defiance of the advice of alf' 
my friends, and the moft ea^neft folicitations of 
Mrs. Cibber. There feems to have been fortie evi^ 
genius prefiding over me during my whole life,, 
which has fruftrated every opportunity of doitig welt- 
that offered in: my favour, Ih this cafe; my deter* 
mination was peculiarly ill-judged, as my continuing 
to play with Garrick would' have improvedi me, and 
Mrs. Gibber's frequent confinements from» indifpofi- 
don, which to my knowledge were real and not feign- 
ed, as reprefented, would have afforded me as inany 
opportunities as I could have wiflied for,, of endea- 
Touring to merit the indulgence which, the public. 
& laviftily honoured me with^ 

Hiere I could load myfelf with cenfure, and thatt 
wth the greateft reafon, for this injudicious con- 
duct;, and thereby anticipate the refk£li9n& whicbi 
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will naturally arife in the minds of every one t© 
whofe knowledge it comes. I tould- likewife at- 
tempt an extenuation of it. I Diall, however, only 
relate the faft, and add to it, by way of comment^ 
an admonition againfl yielding to the diftates of felf- 
confidence, which generally choofes wrong when 
oppofed to the advice of unprejudiced friends. 

At our return to town on the approch of the fea- 

fon, Lord Digby being gone abroad, and Mr. CaU 

craft being fearful of the return oi* the hot-headed 

Percy from his tour, he prevailed upon me to refide 

with him at his houfe. As I really thought it a duty 

incumbent on me to oblige him in every thing that 

lay in my power, I readily confented. His>fondnefs 

feemed rather to increafe than abate, and there was 

every appearance of our pafliHg our lives as quietly 

and comfortably together a^ old Darby and Joan did,. 

Upon my removalt, he in£oimed me of the amount 

©f his iacome. 1 was greatly furprifed when he 

mentioned the fum^ as. it was not equal to my own, 

including my benefit,, which was indeed incredible, 

and by my conneftion with him would in all proba^ 

bility be greatly augmented. He nowalked me what 

allowance I thought would be neceffary for our joint 

houfe keeping. Without making any calculation,' 

I replied, one hundred guineas a quarter; to which 

Le readily agr^eedt. 

As 
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As it was To long fince I received the bank-notes, 
and my unknown friend had never given me the leaft 
hint by which I niigh-t know from whom they earner 
I thought I might now mak^ ufe- of the thoufani 
guineas. I accordingly did fo. In the firft place I- 
paid every (hilling that I owed. I then laid out the 
remainder in making an addition to my j.ewels. 
Thus free from every incumbrance, equipped witli 
every elegance, and poffeiled of a great deal of 
plate, togethe? with more diamonds than private 
gentlewomen grenerally are, I removed' to Brewer- 
flreet, and became the domeflicated wife of Mr. Cal- 
craft. 

I have mentioned thefe particulars to let tfie world 
as well as yourfelf fee, that when I entered into this- 
family union with Mr. Calcraft, inllead of owing ^ny 
debts that I could want his affiflance to difcharge, I 
was clear of the world, and poffefled of an income 
fuperior to his own. — I cannot mifs this opportunity 
of repeating the afTurances 1 gave you in my firil 
letter, that my narrative fhould contain nothing but 
real fafts. — I onte more affure you, that truth (half 
guide my pen through every page. And if I happen* 
1^0 mifreprefent even the minuteft circumftance, ic 
will arife rather from a want of difcemment than o£ 
veracity. 

G. A. B. 
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/ Jan. 12, 17 

Mr, fox continued at this time Secretary atWar^. 
m which employment neither any of his predeccffors 
nor fuccefTors have been held in greater, eilimation.. 
rie honoured me with his company often ; and as I: 
confidered Mr. Galcraft's intereft as- my owiv, I. made- 
it my bufinefs to-get acquainted' withes- many of the^ 
military as I could. In this Tfucceeded fo well, thati 
we had geiferally feveral officers of the firft' rank atr 
our table. 

General Braddock^.to whom I had been Iaiown\ 
iFrom my infancy,, and who was particularly fond of-^ 
me, was about this period appointed ta> go to Ame- 
rica. From our intimacy he gave me his agency with- 
out my applying for it. Whilft he was making the 
ncceffary preparations for his voyage, he was* more - 
frequently than ufual' at our houfb... The evenings 
before his departure he flipped with me, accompanied! 
by his two aids-de-camp, Major Burton (who had • 
jull loft his much-loved wdfc and ray. darling, friend) 

and Captain Grme. 

Before we parted, the General told me he fliould; 
never fee me more;, for he was going with a handful ^ 
of men to conquer whole nations ; and to da this . 
they mull cut their way tbra\jgh/unknow» woods*^— 
^ - He 



\ 
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He produced' the map of the countr}', faying at the* 
fame time, " Dear Pop, we are fent like facrificas> 
" to th& altar." The event of the expedition loo' 
fiitally verified the General's expectations. Gn going; 
away he put into my hands a paper, which proved, 
to be his will.. As he did not doubt my being mar- 
ried to Mr. Calcraft, from his apparent fondnefs for 
me, from the alteration in my behaviour, and from, 
the preference I had given to him before Mr. Me— 
tham,. he made him his fole executor, leaving me* 
only the plate which he had received as the ufual per— 
quifite from government on his nomination;- 

The feafoa at Govent-Garden theatre was attend- 
ed with fuccefs.. Bt commenced with "Romeo and: 
" Juliet." Upon this piece Mr. Rich feemed to 
build the moft* flattering hopes, faying, ** I have the- 
** Juliet now,, as well as the Romeo." From the 
concourfe of people that crowded for leats, it ap- 
peared that he was not miRaken, However, when* 
I one night obferved this to him with a great degree 
of pleafure, he took a pinch of fnulf, and turning, 
upon his heel as if he was much diffatisfied^ made 
this fhort reply, " Yes, Miftrefs ! but it is owing to- 
** the procejlJion'' Had I not had reafori to'believa- 
that he had a fincere regard for me, I fliould have- 
been offended at his oddity,, but as it was it rather 

diverted.mq.- " 

It 
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It can fcarcely be credited that tlie bare croffing 
the way (for it can be called no otherwife) from 
Drury-Lane to Co vent- Garden, fhould excite the ti- 
midity of a performer of my {landing. But it is 
really a faft, that notwithftanding the favour of the 
public towards me was more vehemently fhown than 
ever, by repeated applaufe ; and though I retained 
my powers ; I was under as ftrong apprehenfions as 
when I firft deputed it under Mr. Rich's aufpices in 
Monimia. I can only account for this extraordinary 
effeft by fuppofing it arofe from the confideration of 

my now having a reputation to lojcy as at^that time 

» 

1 had one to gain. 

My pregnancy prevented this play from having an* 
equal run with that which had attended it two fea- 
fons before. Mr. Garrick tried to litem the current 
of our fuccefs, by purchafing a new Bell at an enor- 
mous expence ;■ but finding that its harmonious notes- 
during the proceffion did not congregate the numbers 
he expefled, he put it to a ufe which he was fure 
would be attended with profit ; that was, in tolling 
for the execution of Pierre, in the piece where he 
and Cibber excelled beyond a poffibility of competi- 
tion. During my confinement " Romeo and Juliet'* 
was unavoidably obliged to be poftponed, much to 
the regret of the manager. The laft night of my 
pcrfQnning,. I could not help ad'vifing him to intro- 

diice- 
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duct the proceflion, which according to his opinion 
had been the fole means of filling the houfe, into 
fome other piece. When taking another pinch of 
fnaff, he faid, " If I did not know to the contrary,. 
." I fhpuld fuppofe that the man in Brewer-ftrect did 
" not lead the moll eafy life." 

Mr. Rich had: accepted a tragedy from Dr. Franw 
cis, entitled " Conftantine." This gentleman I have 
mentioned before as the reputed * tranflator of Ho- 
race, and the introducer on our ftc^e of a French 
piece called ** Eugenia," in which I had- the honour 
to reprefent the heroine ; but as that lady died away 
unnoticed, I had almoft forgot that I had done fo. 
With the world of gaiety, which I had lately left, I 
had relinquiflied my tafte for drefs, of which. I had 
ufually l^een, at the theatres,, the fole arbitratrefs*- 

The charafter of the Emprefs Fulvia, which I was 
to play in the Doftor's piece,, reminded me of my 
darling foible. And as I had a certain fum -allowed 
me by the manager to find my own drefles, I thought 
I would fliew that I ftill knew how to difplay, upon 
* proper occafions, my genius in that line. I accord- 
ingly prepared to aflonifh and captivate all ray be- 
holders by the fplendour of jny Regalia-, The piece 



* I have been credibly informed, that this tnu:iflation was the 
produdion of Mr. Duncan. ■ 

bad 
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Kad merit; but the fimilitude between the ftiriking* 
incident in " Othello," and that in " Conftantine,'* 
was too confpicuous. 

We had, however, no doubt of its fuccefs. For 
notwithftanding "Eugenia " was but fhort lived, yet' 
as the author of it was known as the tranflator of 
Horace, and Barry V name with all the ftrength of 
the company was to fupport it, we expefled'the cu- 
riofity of the public would be excited thereby. — 
However, to the great furprife of the whole theatri- 
cal corps, and to my great mortification, inftead of 
a crowded houfe, we had the melancholy profpeft of 
empty benches ; and the court of the great Conftan- 
tine was attended only By his own immediate fuit. — 
This was the firft inflance of the kind I ever knew 
or heard of, and. to the prefent hour could never ac- 
count for it. 

Having been accuftomed to be what is termed in* 
the theatrical ^hi^k/ollowed^.l felt my vanity, much 
Hurt, and I determined to revenge myfelf upon the- 
^ public, by providing for the neglefted' author. Ac- 
cordingly I went to the Doftor, who fat almoft, if 
not quite, diflblved in tears, for which the poorman^ 
felt another incentive- than that of the difappoint- 
ment of his vanity, and requefted the favour of his^ 
ijompany to fupp.er. As I knew Mr. Fox would be* 
there, I was in hopes of having an opportunity o£ 

introducing' 
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mtrodlicing the unfortunate author to him befor«the: 
company met. The event turned out to my wifh ;. 
for on our entering the drawing-room we found him- 
there alone. I immediately introduced my reverend'] 
to himj and having informed him of our difgrace,. 
concluded with a^requeft that he would immediately:- 
provide for him. As I had never folicited him be* 
fore for a favour, my enforcing my prefent folicita*- 
ribn: fo earneftly made him fmile. He replied thats 
be could only make him his chaplain to-night, bufc 
deJQred he Would brieakfiift with him in Gonduit-ftrect* 
the next day.. Then taking our neglefled bard- by^ 
lilt hand, he concluded in. the molt complacent man- 
Her, by faying, " Well, Do&br ! who knows but 
** your damnattoa ^s a. pfay-wright,. may be the 
«* means of your promotion as a divine ! ** 

The very morning which followed that night, put 
a ftpp for fome time to my appearance in public, as- 
well as to my great attention to the bufihefs of Mr.: 
Calcraft's piofellion^ by the introdu6lion of a daugh- 
ter into the world. This event feemed of more con- 
fcquence to Calcraft than if he had been made mafter 
of the world. He imagined the Marmofet to be 
already the very likenefs of himfelf; and was in^ 
hopes that this pledge would infure to him my affec-- 
tion in future. Lady Caroline Fox, LadyTyrawley,. 
aiid Mr. Fox, ftood fponfoi*s in perfon. This cir^ 

cwmflaoceb 
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cumilance put the certainty of my being married 
out of all doubt, as it was not to be fuppofed that I 
fliould have been fo- highly honoured had it been 
dubious Indeed, it could fcarcely be' imagined- that 
I would live upon any other terms, with a man Wha 
could not in any fliape be put in competition with 
Mr. Metham, not only from the inferiority of his- 
qualifications, but of his fortune,^ both in pofieflion- 
and expeflation ; the one being poiTefTed of a large 
cftate and property, with further expeftancies ; the 
other wholly dependent upon the patronage of the 
Secretary at War^ 

When I recovered fromn»y lying-in, Mr. Calcraft 
alarmed at a report that w^s fpread of Mr. Mctham'» 
coming to England, requefted that I would return 
the annuity he had fettled on me ; alledging the im- 
propriety of a woman that was to be kis wife^ and 
whom die world as well as himfelf eflecmed to be. 
fo, having a fettlemcnt from any man but hitrtftlf^ 
To this I readily acceded. When he had received 
my confent, he told me,, that in return for my kind 
condefcenfion> he would fettle an eflate * of one 
hundred and twenty pounds a-year,- at Grantham*, 
which he had juft come into poffeflion. of by the 
death of his grandmother, upon me for my life, and 

• Thii deed, wai executed in the year 1752. 

afrer^vards- 
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afterwards upon my little girl Caroline Elizabeth. — 
He at the fame time gave me his will; in which h« 
left me the intereft of elevea thoufand pounds in the 
funds, which he had. accumulated whilft he was pay- 
maO^r and contraftor to the king's troops, during 
the rebellion in Scotland. A place he had been 
promoted to by the intereil of Mr- Winnington, 
Mr. Fox*s intimate friienJ. 

In order to return the deed relative to Mr. Me^ 
tham*J5 annuity, I immediatery fent to Mf. Moore, a 
gentleman for whom I had the mod fincere regard,, 
on account of his many amiable qjualities, and who^ 
from the firft of our acquaintance, had honoured 
me with a reciprocal return. To this gentleman I 
delivered the writing, requeuing that he would re- 
turn it into the hands of Mr. Metham, upon his ar- 
rival in England. But, frcfm what reafon I know 
not, this requeft was not complied with. I can only 
impute it to the diftraftion of his thoughts. 

Thefe were at this time unfortunately abforbed by 
his affeftion for a married lady in Dublin. His en- 
amorata had flattered him that ftie returned his paf- 
fion ; and had promifed, as her hufband was an in- 
ebriated brute, that upon thefr arrival in England^ 
which was expefted foon to take place, ih(t would go 
off with him to the continent. Some new attach- 
ment, however, proving more agreeable to her, fhe 

was* 
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was induced to alter her ititcntion, and flie wr6te 
him word that fhe had done fo. 

Mr. Moore received this affe6ting intelligence 
whilft he was at dinner with a club of noblemen and" 
gentlemen at the King's Arms Tavern in Pall-Malh. 
Not being able to ftand the (hock, as his paflion, 
though an illicit one, had taken full poffeflion of his 
heart,, he. retired into another room , where, in a fit 
of black defpair, he put an end to liis exiflencewitH' 
a piftol,- The company hearing the- report, haftcned- 
to the- place from whence it proceeded, and found" 
him weltering in his blood. Lord Chedworth, who- 
happened to be prefent, went to his lodgings, and^ 
fealing up his writings and valuables, .fent to acquaint- 
6is neareft relationwith the dreadful cataflrophe. — 
This perfon, who lived upon Ludgate-hill, being his* 
next heir, took pofleflion of his effefts, as he died 
ffiteftate : and with htm the writings relative to Mr.. 
Metham*s annuity continued^ till my fon,', Captaini 
Metham, came of age. 

What made this event the more ftriking to nte 
was, that he had been at my houfe in the morning. 
And Mrs. Molloy, a lady from Dublin,, being upon 
a vifit with me, we three had made a party for the 
evening, which was to commence early, that we* 
might have a long gamble, as he termed it. Mrs.. 
Mplloy and myfelf accordingly returned from the- 
, Eark». 
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)3Park, where we had been walking, fooner than ufual, 
Avhen, to my unfeigned grief and her great furprife, 
^c were informed of the melancholy incident by the 
fervant who opened the door to us. The poop fel- 
low, as he told the fcocking tale, fhed tears ; for as 
'.Mr. Moore almoft lived in the family, and by tlie 
.gentlcnefs of his manners and his good-nature had 
■endeared hinifdf to every one in it, there was not 
a perfon belonging* to it but what (incerely lamented 
rhis lofs. 

Thus through the coquetrj' oT a woman, who was 

^fteemed by her acquaintance as a pattern of virtue, 

>M^as fociety deprived of one of tlie moft accomplifhed 

and admired young men about town. His lofs was 

greatly regretted by every one that knew him, but by 

^o one more truly than myfelf. For our friendfhip 

was of fuch a nature, that I believe we neither of us 

vfcarcely entertained a thought, which was not con>- 

municated to the other, nor had a want that was not 

mutually fupplied. At the/ame time, I declare, that 

I firmly believe he never indulged a wlfli which was 

, inconfiftent with the purcft friendihip for me. And 

' ^with equal truth can I affort, that notwithftanchng his 

qualifications were of the moft attrafUve kind, I felt 

for him only as a brother. 

This nice diftinaion between friendfhip and love, 
as liiave already obferx'ed with regard to every fpecietj 
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of fufceptlbillty, is beyond the comprehenfion of the 
million. And to them the afTertlon I have here 
made may appear to he devoid of truth. But a truly 
delicate mind, judging from its own purity, ^will 
readily conceive that a friend (hip might exift be- 
tween two jperfons of different fexes, and be carried 
to the greateft height, without being impured [by a 
fenfual defire. Trom fuch I doubt not but the fore- 
going declaration will receive the readieft credit. 

Doftor Francis, after the introduction I had given 
him, attached himfelf to Mr, Fox, but much more 
to his commis. For as lady Caroline'^ frequent in- 
' difpofitions prevented her from feeing much com- 
pany, there was no table kept. And the Doftor 
being a bon vivanty and preferring a magnum bonum ' 
to his breviary, he fixed himfelf with a man with 
whom he was fure of enjoying good living, and 
who had no objeftion to take a (hare of it. I mull 
here remark that both thefe gentleman afterwards 
repaid their patron with the blackeft ingratitude. 

But indeed that great and good man never received 
any other return from thofe he (howerd his favours 
upon. Mr. Fox's private charafter was truly amiable. 
He was one of the tendereft hulbands, too indulgent 
a father, the befl of mafters, and the warmeft and 
moft attached of friends. He was bleft with pene- 
tration, wit, learning, and every fecial virtue. "-'But 

notwith^ 
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tiotwithftanding he pofleffed all thofe valuable en- 
dowments, he could not »efcape the fliafts of calum- 
ny, nor the ftings of ingratitude, from thoXe ferpents 
he foftered in his bofom. 

I cannot here help taking notice of an inftance, a- 
mong many, of this worthy man's fondnefs for his 
fon, who jufUy makes fo confpicuotts a figure in the 
poMtical annals of tlie prcfent times. The wall at 
the bottom of 'the lawn before Holland-houfe being 
to be taken down, and iron pallifades put up in its 
room, that the paffengers on the road might have a 
better view of that fine antique building, it was ne* 
ceffary to make nfc of gunpowder to precipitate the 
work. Mr. Fox had promifed Mafter Charles that 
he fhould be prefentwhen the cxplofion took place. 
But finding the workmen had compleated the fall of 
the wall without giving him notice^ he ordered it to 
be rebuilt. And when it was thoroughly cemented, 
had it blown up again, in order to keep his word 
with his fon. He at the fame time recommended it 
to thofe about him, never, upon any account, to be 
guilty of a breach of promife to children, as by do- 
ing fo they inftilled into them an indifference with 
regard to the obfervance of their .own promifes, when 
.they arrived at the years of maturity^ 

Ct* a. S« 
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^LETTER Lrri. 

Jan. 2R, ir-^ 

JMr. rich had been advifed to revive Lee's tra- 
gedy of " Alexander/* as the charafter of that hero 
^would fuit the powers and fhow the perfon of Barry 
to Angular advantage. The parts of the rival queens 
lie judged would be likcwife well filled by Mrs. Wot 
lington and myfdf. The animdfity this lady had 
iong borne me had not experienced any decreafe* 
On the contrary, my late additional finery in my 
jewels, &c. had augmented it to fomething very near 
"hatred. I had during the fummer given Madam 
'Montete, wife of the hair-drefler of the time, who 
was going to Pari^, a commiffion to bring me from 
thence two tragedy dreffes, the mod elegant fhe couM 
purchafe. I have already obferved, that the proprietor 
allowed me a certain Turn to find my own habiliments. 
My charges d' affaire x)pened her credentials at 
Madam Bon foy's, principal marchand du mode in 
that metropolis. I had r^uefled this lady to confuk 
Brilliant, who would confult Du Mcnil. She wa^ 
likewife to take the joint opinion of all tlie people 
of tafte there, upon an affair of fiich momentous 
confequence. The revival of " Alexander" furnifh- 
•ed me with an opportunity of fhowing all my ele- 
gance in the charafter of the Perfian Princefs. 

My 
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, Ivly royal robes in which I had repfefentcd the 
llmprefs Fulvia, in Doflior Francis's ^* Conftantine,** 
to the great lofs of the public, had not been foen by 
them. They vere fliowy and proper for the chatac 
ten But in thefe roif^s dt ceurs, tj»fle and elegance 
.were never fo happily blended. Particularly in ofce 
•of them, the ground of which was a deep yellow. 
Mr. Rich had purchafed a fuit of her Royal High- 
nefs's the Princefs Dowager of Wales for Mrs. Wof- 
fington to appear in Roxana. It was not in the.leaft 
foiled, and looked very beautiful by day^Ught ; but, 
being a llraw-colour, it feemed to be a dirty white 
f}y candle-light; efpeciaHy when my fplendid yellow 
Hvas by it. To this ydlow drefs I had added a pur- 
ple robe ; and a mixture fo happy, made it appear, 
tf poflible, to greater advantage. 

Thus accoutered in all my magnificence, I made 
my entree into the Green-room as the Perfian Princefs. 
But how fhall I defcribe the feelings of my inveterate 
rival ! The fight of my pompous attire created more 
real envy in the heart of the aflrefs, than it was pof- 
fible the real Roxana could feel for the lofs of the 
Macedonian hero. As foon as flie faw me, almoft 
burfting with rage, (he drew herfelf up, and 4hus, 
vith a haughty air, addrefled me: " I defire, Madam, 
** you will never more, upon any account, wear thofc 
" cloaths in die piece we perform to -night." 

VOL. II. L Yqvx 
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You are too well acquainted with my difpofitloii, 
«nd fo I dare fay are my readers by this time, to fup- 
pofe this envious lady took the proper way to have 
her requeft granted. — I replied, " I know not, Ma- 
dam, by what right you take upon you to di3atc 
to me what I fliall wear. And I aflure you, Ma- 
'* jdam, you muft afk it in a very different manner, 
^^ before you obtain my compliance.** She now 
found it neceflary to folicit in a fofter ftrain ; and I 
jreadily gave my aflent« The piece coitfequently 
went through without any more murmuring on her 
part, whatever might be her fenfations. 

However, the next night I fported my other fnit^ 
which was much more fplcndid than the former. — 
This rekindled Mrs. Woffington*s rage, fo that it 
nearly bordered on madnefs. When, oh! dire to 
ticll ! fhe drove me off the carpet, and gave me the 
coup de grace almoft behind the fcenes. The audi* 
ence, who I believe preferred hearing my laft dying 
fpeech to feeing her beauty and fine attitude, could 
not avoid perceiving her violence, and teftified their 
difpleafure at it. 

Though I defpife revenge, I do not diflikc retalia* 

tion. I therefore put on my yellow and purple once 

more. As foon as I appeared in the Green-room, 

her fury could not be kept within bounds, notwiih-^ 

landing one of th^ corps diplomatique was then pay- 
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isg homage to her beauty, and, for the moment^ 
made her imagine flie had the power of controul- 
equal to a real queem She imperioufly queftionecf 
me, how I dared to drefs again in the manner ihc 
had fo ftri&ly prohibited ? The only return I made 
to this infolent interrogation, was by a fmile of con- 
tempt. It was not long, before 1 had my plenipo- 
likewife, the never-failing Comte de Haflang, tO' 
whom I told the reafon^of my changing my attire, 
which was meant par oblique, to her. Upon hearing 
which, flie immediately fent for Mr.. Rich; but that 
gentleman' prudently declined* attending her fum* 
mons. 

Being now ready to' buril with the contending 
palEons which agitated her bofom, fhe told me it 
was well for mc that I \i2A^ minijltr to fupply my 
extravagance with jewels and fuch paraphernalia.-— 
Struck with fo unmerited and cruel a reproach, my 
a^erity became more predominant than my good- 
nature, and I replied, I was forry that even half the 
ioxon could not furnifli a fupply equal to the miniftcr 
Oie fo illiberally hinted at. Finding I had got my- 
felf into a difagreeable predicament, and reco11e£ling, 
the well-known diftich, that 

He who fights, and runs away, ^ 

May live to fight another day ;• 

L. 2. I madisf 
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I made as quick an exit as poflible, Tiot'witliftanding 
I wore the regalia of a queen. But I was obliged 
in fdme liieafure to the Comte, for my fafety, as his: 
Excellency covered my retreat, and flopped my en*u 
raged- rival's purfuit ; I fliould otherwife have fl:ood 
SL chance of appearing in the next fcene with black, 
eyes, inftead of the blue ones which nature had gi- 
ven me. 

The next (eafon Mr. Foote profited by this^ beha- 
viour of Mrs. Woffington, and produced a little- 
piece, which he entitled,^ •* The Green-room Squab- 
" ble; ori a Battle Royal between the- Queen of , 
^* Babylon and the Daughter of Darius." It may^* 
be fuppofed tha<* aA^r fo public a ruplure we never 
fpoke. TJiis taciturnity continued, till being upoit« 
Let deathwbed, fome )''ears after, (be requefted to fee^ 
me. She then* informed me, that, fhe had once dene^ 
me an intentional injury, by prevailing upon one of 
her lovers to (how Mr. Fox a letter of mine whicfc 
had accidentally fajlen into her handvS, and the con* 
tents of which would admit of a different interpreta- * 
tion from what it was defigned to convey. Her ma-- 
licious intention had not, however^ the defired effeft,. 
as thajt gentlcinan an4 myfclf were not upon the • 
terms (he fufpefled, or at leafl: wlfhed to have- 
thought. I own .1 could not refrain from- being 
much furpri/ed at tha wjgkcdnefs and meannefs of 
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ffic intended injury. And though my humanity 
prompted me to forgive an offence which feemeJ 
to lie fo heavy on- her mmd, I left the lady as foon 
as poflihle, to refle£l upon the illiberality of fuch a 
proceeding. 

The play of the " Rival Queens** was very welF 
fupported; by Qarry-s excellence in reprefenting the- 
Conqueror of the World. But the piece is compo* 
fed of fuch borabafttc language^ that even Mrs.Wof- 
fingron's beauty,, and my fine robes, added to Barry 'g^ 
excelleace, would not have been produftive of mucii 
advantage, had not Mr. Rich difplayed his genius iir- 
the triumphal entry of the hero into Babylon. This 
he did with fuch tafte and magnificence,- that it ex- 
celled every thing, of tlie kind I ever faw. Audi 
though it was attended with ver)^ great expence, the- 
return mads ample amends. Here, indeed, he might" 
with great jufttce have produced* his fnuff-box, ancC 
cried, ** It is my triumph.** 

At this period I met with a very feverelofs in being: 
deprived of tho Company of the two Mifs Merediths ; 
between- whom and myfclf there had always fubfiftcd? 
the moft cordial intimacy. The younger of them 
being judged by the phyfical gentleman to be in a de- 
cline, fhe was ordered to the continent ; and her fif-- 
ter attending her, they wiflicd me to accompany 
them« But I hai fu much bufincfs upon my hands» 

L3* 
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at this time, that my going was imprafticablc. For 
as I afkedi all the officers of my acquaintance, who 
were likely to^ have a regiment, to make me tlioin' 
agent,. I was obliged to remain on the fjpot, to be 
ready tO' claim their promife as foon* as- they were 
frreferred.. 

Since r had been united to Mr. Galcraft I had ob*^* 
tained the agency of Sir John Mordaunt, and Gene- 
ral Campbell (the Is^te Duke of Argyle) exclufive of 
General Braddock's, already mentioned, I had fur- 
tjler procured the promife of Colonel Honeywood? 
(fince General) who was upon- the lift for an Euglifli* 
regifncnt.. And I was as- alert in. endeavouring to- 
acquire their agency,, as Mr. Galcraft was in doings 
the reqiiifite bufmefs when honoured with it. 

As to. my own affairs, they claimed little of my 
attention. I left the management of them, with re- 
gard to money matters, fblely to my Gook, whom E 
believed to be as honeft in his principles as he wasf- 
perfcQ: in his profefliom We had company to din- 
ner and fupper every day,, which confequentlyv waj^ 
produQive of an expence three times as large as 
what Mr. Galcraft alldwed' me* But as his affeftion. 
feemed to experience no diminution, I did not har^ 
tour a doubt,, but that as his bufmefs increafed, an 
increafe for which he waa chiefly indebted to my 
aUiduity, hc would readily difchaJ'ge any debts that: 

fiiould. 
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tiouXd be contrafted for the entertainment of thofe 
by whofe company his intere/l vf2i$ promoted. 

Mr. Fox generally honoureS us with his company 
at dinner, as Lady Caroline feldbm left Holland- - 
Houfe. The Ikte Lord KUdare being this winter in' 
England*, his Lordihip generally attended Mr. Fox.- 
The Marquis^of Granby and General Hervey were' 
either at breakfaft, dinner, or fupper, and fome days^' 
at all- three. To entertaiiT fuch jaefts required deli- 
cacies, and Iplqued myfelf upon underflanding a bill* 
©f fare as well as any maitre d' hotel in London. 

My gentleman had purchafed; a place, which from; 
the beauty of its fituation was attrafting, but it had 
its inconveniencies. It i^ called Hx)Kv^od-bill, andt 
is fituated near Bromley in Kent. As he was fubjeft 
%o the gout in his head, he was always talking of* 
dying. And. indeed he had fome reafon to be appre- 
henfive, as his mother died young, of the fame dif- 
erder. During thefe fits he ufed to fay that he in- 
tended this feat for my daughter and myfelf ; upon- 
which account I fpared no expence to clean and* 
beautify it. What made me more partial to HolU 
wood was, that Lord Tyrawley had been once the- 
owner of it. f 

Some years before Mr. Calcraft bought it, the 
i houfe had been occupied by fix gentlemen belonging; 
tQ the Croydon hunt; as it lay adjacent to a wood 

confiHik- 
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confifting of feveral hundred acres, from whence thcr 
foxes were unearthed, and from which' it takes its- 
name. This induced thofe gentlemen to ereft offices 
and ft^bles to it worthy oi a better houfe ; for it was 
old, and buik after the-ancient manner in apartments. 
It not having been- tenanted for four years, I found* 
it required nearly as mudi cleanfing as the Augean" 
liable ; for the houfe had as many inhabitants of ihe- 
vermia- kind- as die gardens and ponds, which were- 
ov^rrun with weeds, had- of frogSy, toads^ and otlier 
reptiles*. 

This made the taflc,.whith I had' undertaken to fee 
performed my.felf^ not only troublefome but expen-- 
five. However,, a fortunate circumftanee tended to- 
accelerate it* There being in the cellar a great deal- 
of curious wine, Dkjflor Francis^ who,< as I hav& 
before obferved,, Icved- his bottle^, cheerfully afforded 
me his affiAance to forward my Herculean labour^ 
General Campbell fent me. a< gardener, and fupplied 
me with' many (hrubs and exotics from. Combe-bank» 
He likewifo favoured nie with his advice h©w to lay 
out the ground, which confifted only of eleven acres.- 
In the garden I built a hot-houfe,.a fucceflion-houfey 
a green-houfe, and an ice-houfe ; and^ I compleated 
the whole of this complicated undertaking within 
four months; tliat is to fay, from the beginning o£ 
February to the latter end of May. 

Thii* 
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This feat is four miles from Bromley, which is the 
Meareft market town to it. It is fituated on an emi- 
Hence^ and commands an unlimited profpeft. Ovf 
one fide you can fee Lcmdon? at fifteen^ miles dillance^ 
and on the other you. have a moH extenfive view ot 
th« adjacent country. The exp^ition with whick 
1 had rendered it completely habitable, excited the 
wonder of every one who heard of it, and obtained 
me their praifes. Its (Ttuation fo near town, how- 
ever, made it an inn, without the ufual advantage 
arifing from carrying in a bill in the morning. And 
as I was never without two or three, or more female 
vifitant?^ who* were innocently cheerful, and witty 
♦ without iJI-nature,. it muft be fuppofed we did not 
I want for the company- of fuch of our male acquaint- 
jl ance as loved fociety, and wifhed to tafte the Ne- 
I penthe that had procured me the Doflor's aflift- 
r ance^ 

I The next year Mr. Calcraft took an: adjacent farm, 
which was fuiBcient to maintain the houfe. But for 
c the prefent. Dr. Betts. fupplied me. This clerg}'- 
I man lived at a village catted Cafton, about a mile 
I from the wood; and, as lie kept his tythes in his own 
hands, he was able to furnifli me with poultry and 
other articles* Mr. Calcraft had prefented me with 
^ fix Alderney cows and a bull. And as he had fccretly 
jpined Mr. Shaftoe in his ftud, we had a number of 

attendant&^ 



2'26' THE LITE, &C. 

attendants belonging to the ilable, which was not a 
difagreeable circumftance ia fo*lonely a place. 

At the end of the fummer, I found that I had ex- 
pended fix ihundred pounds here, notwithftanding 
General Campbell had prefented me with all my curi- 
ous plants and ibrubs. ' 

Vf** rim i5»< 
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